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Preface
THERE is a theory held by many historians today that to
understand well any period or movement there must be
studies of many small areas before any meaningful overall view
can be arrived at. Thus the study of Athens, Georgia, during
the period of the Confederacy may offer more than a record
of the lives of 4,000 people operating mainly within a twomile radius for a period of five years. Certainly in the Con
federacy the small town was much more typical than the
city, though the rural area was even more typical.
This study was not begun with the idea of either con
firming or disproving generally accepted views of life in
the Confederacy. There is no claim that Athens was a typical
Confederate town. In fact, my studv of history leads me
to doubt the existence of "typical" men or areas. Certainly
some aspects of life in Athens did not fit commonly accepted
patterns for the Confederacy, but such divergence would be
expected for any town.
This study was undertaken to see what conditions actually
were like during 1860-1865 and how the war affected life.
Perhaps the most impressive feature was the "normalcy" of
Athens life during the war. Far removed during much of
the war from actual combat, life followed its everyday routine
with little real effect from the fighting. Equally striking is
the amount of public spirit and leadership displayed by the
citizens much more than the author has found in the Athens
of a century later.
I have derived from this study a new respect for local
history. Getting to know many Athenians as real people
has given history a new dimension that one seldom gets in
working with a larger area. Mary Ann Cobb and Williams
vn
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Rutherford to mention only two Athenians of the 1860©s
will not be soon forgotten. I feel as though I have lived
through many of their trials and joys and those of the town
as well. All of this has made the study more enjoyable, and
I hope that it will prove equally interesting and helpful to
its readers.
John F. Stegeman©s These Men She Gave: The Civil
War Diary of Athens, Georgia (Athens: University of Geor
gia Press, 1964), covers some of the same events as this volume,
but it is mainly concerned with the military activities of
Athenians and Athens army units at the front.
In writing any book, the author©s debts to others are always
numerous. My first debt of gratitude is to Mary Ann Cobb
whose letters to her husband give the most vivid picture of
happenings in Confederate Athens that it has been my good
fortune to discover. Many other Athenians, especially the
two newspaper editors, John Christy and James A. Sledge,
have been quite helpful. I have been allowed to use several
collections of papers still in private ownership. I am grateful
to Ho well Cobb Erwin, Jr., for permission to use the Ho well
Cobb Papers; to Mrs. Howard Bucknell for the use of other
Cobb material, including her knowledge of the family; to
Mrs. Hunter Harris for the use of the papers of her Delony
grandparents; to Mrs. Boiling Dubose, Sr., for the use of the
Stevens Thomas Papers; to Mrs. R. E. Edwards for the use
of the James Jewell Letters; and to Gratton W. Rowland
and Charles A. Rowland, IV, for the use of the Kate B.
W. Rowland diaries. City and county officials and those
of the Southern Mutual Insurance Company have made their
records available. Many of the members of the Laura Ruther
ford, Chapter of the United Daughters of the Confederacy
have been encouraging since the beginning of this study.
The staff of the Special Collections Division of the Uni
versity of Georgia has been most helpful. Mr. John W.
Bonner, Mrs. Susan Barrow Tate, and Mrs. Alice Willard
Power make research very pleasant by being such pleasant
people themselves. Mrs. Tate has gone far beyond the call
of duty. Her familiarity with the manuscripts of the Divi
sion has brought to light much material. Having been reared
in Athens and being related to many of the people of this
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study, she has been able to supply me with many sidelights
not obvious from the documents.
Two graduate students, Charles A. Rowland, IV, and
Joseph H. Kitchens, have assisted me in many ways. Mr.
Rowland did the research for and constructed the map of
Confederate Athens. Mr. Kitchens did the detailed work
necessary to construct the table of Athens military casual
ties. Typing and financial assistance has come from the Insti
tute for Research in the Social Sciences at the University of
Georgia.
Four friends have read the manuscript at some stage of
its progress and have made numerous helpful suggestions.
They are Mrs. Susan Barrow Tate, University of Georgia
Library; Dr. May S. Ringold, Mississippi State College for
Women; Dr. Horace H. Cunningham, University of Georgia;
and Dr. James C. Bonner, Georgia College at Milledgeville.
For all this assistance the author expresses his profound
appreciation.

Young Harris House
Athens, Georgia

KENNETH COLEMAN
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A City on a Hill
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ATHENS sits on the rising ground overlooking the north
branch of the Oconee River at Cedar Shoals; its corporate
limits in 1860 described a circle with a two-mile radius from
the college chapel. With almost 4,000 inhabitants 1,955
whites, 1,890 Negro slaves, and one free Negro Athens was
the seventh most populous city in Georgia. 1 The life and
growth of the town were closely tied to the presence of the
University of Georgia, several important manufacturing con
cerns, and the Athens branch of the Georgia Railroad. Athens
was the most important city in its section of the state.2
Adiel Sherwood in the 1860 edition of his Gazetteer of
Georgia agreed with this estimate, especially in regard to in
tellectual pre-eminence.
Athens, the seat of Franklin College, is one of the most im
portant towns in the State. For nearly forty years it was the
only town having within its borders a college by which
literary men are attracted to a spot, and where they begin to
draw others into the paths of science. No place surpasses it in
refinement, morals, splendid residences, good society, and learned
men. As Greece was enlightened by a city after which this town
was named, so Georgia for years regarded this place. She gave
laws to fashion and literature; and frequently from her college
chapel politics sent forth its decrees, who should be Governor,
Members of Congress, and sustain the highest offices. Since, other
colleges have been established, yet she is still attractive, is
thronged with the elite of the State, and "sits a queen;" but she
is not now the only oracle to be consulted in pronunciation,
polite literature, and the etiquette of fashionable life.
Estimated population 4000. 3
1

2
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The growth of the city in size, importance, and con
venience was obvious in the 1850©s. Its population, wealth,
and building were increasing more rapidly than Clarke
County as a whole, where agricultural production was by
then decreasing. By 1860 capital invested in business stood at
$430,000 and the total tax digest was more than that for
the rest of the county. There were some forty stores of all
sorts, the basic type still being the general store that sold
groceries, cloth and clothing, farm implements, hardware,
and almost anything else in demand. In addition to the general
stores, there were also clothing stores, drug stores, hardware
stores, jewelry stores, and one book store. William N. White©s
book store stocked books, writing paper, sheet music, musical
instruments, valentines and other greeting cards, and garden
seed. The city boasted two banks, one building and loan
association, and three insurance companies.4
Of the three cotton factories, only one the Athens
Manufacturing Company, commonly called the Athens Fac
tory was within the city limits at Cedar Shoals, just below
the business district. The Georgia Factory was at Whitehall,
five miles from Athens, but the Princeton Factory was only
about a mile beyond the corporate limits. The Pioneer Paper
Mill, a mile beyond the Princeton Factory, was especially
important because of the small amount of paper manufac
tured in the South. Most other businesses, smaller in size but
of considerable importance, were located within the city. The
presence of the factories with their machinery was un
doubtedly responsible for a wider diversity of mechanics,
especially at the foundries, than would be found in most
Southern towns of 4,000.5
Athens was an important center of transportation and
communication; the only railroad in northeast Georgia, the
Athens branch of the Georgia Railroad, ended at Carr©s Hill
across the Oconee from the Athens business district. Freight
and mail for the entire northeast section of Georgia flowed
through Athens; the city©s trade area was several counties deep
to the north and east and only one county deep to the south
and west. Rail and telegraphic connections with the main
line of the Georgia Railroad and the outside world were via
Union Point, about forty miles to the southeast.6
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Athens was governed by an intendant and a council
made up of seven wardens elected annually by adult white
males who had lived in the county for six months and in
the city for ten days. The county was governed by an in
ferior court composed of elected justices who performed the
same duties as do county commissioners in twentieth-century
Georgia counties. Often the biggest concern of Athenians
about their county government was that it was located ten
miles away in Watkinsville, a village less than one-fourth
the size of Athens and across a river whose bridge might be
washed out with floods a situation most galling to proud
Athenians. Attempts to move the county seat to Athens
resulted only in a deputy court clerk©s having an office in
Athens and other county officials© keeping office hours there
from time to time.
One sign of political importance was the town hall, erected
in 1847 in the middle of today©s Washington Street between
Lumpkin and Hull streets. On the top floor the city council
met and public meetings and entertainments were held. The
ground floor was the town market where fresh meat was
sold. The city©s fire-fighting equipment and organization
were enlarged and improved in the 1850©s. There were three
volunteer companies equipped by the city and an engineer
to supervise actual fire fighting. Cisterns, built to aid in
fire fighting, were inadequately maintained and frequently
not full of water when needed. The police force was com
posed of a marshal and an assistant marshal, both elected by
the voters, and from four to six policemen to patrol the
town during darkness.7
There were three military companies whose functions in
1860 seemed more social and fraternal than military the
Athens Guards, the National Artillery, and the Oconee
Cavalry, which was organized in July of 1860. The Athens
Guards, the oldest of these companies, had the most com
prehensive program, which consisted of parades, target shoots
to which ladies were especially invited, and a week©s en
campment at Gum Springs. During the visit of the National
Artillery to the Guards at Gum Springs in 1860 everybody
had a fine time. However, all was not recreation at Gum
Springs. The Southern Banner reported at the end of the

4

CONFEDERATE

ATHENS

week that the Guards was the best-drilled militia company
the editor had ever seen.8
Another sign of progress in the 1850©s was the coming of
gas lights, the gas being manufactured locally first of pine
wood and later of coal and resin. The gas mains were con
stantly being extended as more buildings used the new
illumination. The town in 1859 contracted for the installation
of the first eight street lights on Broad Street and College
Avenue. Others were soon added, including one in front of
each church that used gas. Now evening services began to
be held at "early gaslight."9
The physical layout of the 1860 town has been changed
little since. The main business district was included in the
two-block area bounded by Broad Street, Thomas Street,
Clay ton Street, and College Avenue. There were places of
business on both sides of these streets, but part of Clayton
Street was still residential. Behind the stores on the south
side of Broad Street was the town spring, the source of water
for many people and the place where out-of-town farmers
parked their wagons and buggies, tied their horses, ate their
lunches, and saw their friends. Though the spring still flows,
its importance has disappeared.
There were, of course, business establishments outside
this area, especially down Oconee Street to the lower bridge
and to the north in the direction of the upper bridge, which
stood about where the Seaboard trestle now is. Small busi
nesses were scattered over the city, and many were located
on the residential lot of their owner. A blacksmith shop or
small store might be located on the back of a lot; an office
was common on a street corner of the lot some distance
from the more secluded residence. Thomas R. R. Cobb had
his law office and taught his law students in a building on the
front corner of his Prince Avenue lot. The pattern resembled
that of many other American towns. The residential area ex
tended up College Avenue hill and beyond, out Prince Avenue
perhaps as far as where the Monroe Road (Oglethorpe
Avenue) branched off. It continued a little farther to the
west than Milledge Avenue, about to Governor Lumpkin©s
stone house on the road to Watkinsville (Lumpkin Street),
and somewhat beyond the river on the east where many work-
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ers at the Athens Factory lived. Farm land still existed within
the city limits, though urban growth was steadily encroaching
upon it.
A glance at the map will indicate that the lots in the older
part of the town were smaller than those to the north and
west. The ordinary size of a residential lot for middle- and
upper-class people was an entire city block. Besides the dwell
ing house there were servants© houses, barns, ornamental and
vegetable gardens, and some pasture. Most people kept horses,
cows, hogs, and chickens. The number of slaves in the city
indicates that there was no servant shortage. A new subdivision
within the city limits was Cobbham, located in the Prince
Avenue, Cobb Street, Hill Street, Milledge Avenue area. One
of its best-known residents was Howell Cobb, whose house
on Hill Street still stands. Another "subdivision" recently
begun was the Oconee Hill Cemetery, a seventeen-acre tract
to the southeast of the campus, to which some removals from
the old Jackson Street Cemetery had been made. Forty-six
of the main streets had been officially named by the city
council in 1859. 10
Athens in 1860 had four churches, three of which had
white or colored branches. The Presbyterians worshiped in a
building completed in 1856 and still used today. The pastor,
Rev. Nathan Hoyt, D.D., a native of Connecticut, had come
to Athens in 1830 and was a well-known leader of the town
and of his denomination. In March of 1860 Thomas R. R.
Cobb and William L. Mitchell purchased the old Baptist
Church, at the corner of Broad and Lumpkin streets, for the
use of Negro Presbyterians, but this building was burned on
October 19. The Methodists (whose pastor in 1860 was
Rev. Joseph S. Key) had built a brick church in 1852 on
Lumpkin Street; already there were complaints that it was
too small. In March the Baptists dedicated a new church at
Market (Washington) Street and College Avenue, the first
Athens church lighted with gas. Rev. L. R. L. Jennings was
the pastor, but the dedicatory sermon was preached by Rev.
W. T. Brantley, a former pastor currently serving a Phila
delphia church. The growth of Emmanuel Church (Episco
pal) was obvious from the thirty new communicants added
in the past year and from the quadrupling of the total num-
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her of communicants to eighty since 1856 when Dr. Matthew
H. Henderson came from Newark, New Jersey, to be the
rector. In September, revivals of considerable magnititude
were reported in progress in the Presbyterian and Baptist
churches. 11
Always of considerable importance to Athenians, the
University opened in 1860 with 113 students enrolled in
Franklin College and 47 in the Law School. This was the
year that the trustees in their reorganization plan proposed to
add four colleges to the existing college and create a real uni
versity. The Law School had begun in 1859 with Joseph H.
Lumpkin, Thomas R. R. Cobb, and William H. Hull as pro
fessors. The other colleges were not added because of a
shortage of funds and the coming of war.
President Alonzo Church, having served for thirty years,
announced his retirement in 1860. Both Henry R. Jackson
and Chief Justice Joseph Henry Lumpkin of the Georgia
Supreme Court refused the chancellorship, the chief adminis
trative office under the reorganization plan. Finally, Dr.
Andrew A. Lipscomb of Tuskegee, Alabama, accepted the
position and arrived in Athens to begin his duties in September.
He was a very popular Methodist preacher who was to make
as much of a name for himself as a preacher and speaker as
an educator. After he delivered his first Athens sermon, the
Southern Banner said he "possesses the rare faculty of ming
ling the sterner truths of Christianity with the attractive
flowers of rhetoric in an eminent degree."12
Commencement began on July 27 with the annual meet
ing of the Board of Trustees and lasted a complete week.
On July 28 the candidates for degrees were examined. The
next day the commencement sermon was delivered by Rev.
James C. Styles, D.D. July 30 and 31 were occupied with
sophomore and junior prize exhibitions in oratory. The
actual commencement ceremonies were held on August 1,
followed by an "elegant" supper and ball sponsored by the
junior class. Rev. Charles W. Howard spoke before the
two literary societies on August 2 on the "Life and Character
of Oglethorpe."
As was the custom of the times, many important state
leaders came to Athens for the trustees© meeting and the
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commencement, including Secretary of the Treasury Howell
Cobb, Senator Robert Toombs, Benjamin H. Hill, and
Charles J. Jenkins. The trustees were favorably impressed
with the construction then in progress a library building,
a boarding house for students, and the Collegiate Institute
(high school). 13
Earlier in the year the Banner had reported the erection
of a gymnasium for athletic exercise on the campus. The
editor thought it an excellent idea that students "should
remember the wants of body while they are training the
mind. Bodily exercise is too much neglected. Plow and hoe
are best developers of muscle, but other means should be
employed where they are impractical." 14
Besides the University, Athens had several other schools
enough to make it in truth an educational center. The
Center Hill Classical Academy, R. P. Adams© school, and
Cobbham Academy prepared boys for college or business.
W. G. Barnett taught Latin and Greek for $10 a quarter or
English education for $7.50 per quarter.
Of girls© schools, Lucy Cobb, which had only opened in
1859, was already the leader, having in January, 1860, be
tween 100 and 125 students from many parts of Georgia
and other states. Its plant was valued at $30,000 and its
trustees were Athens leaders T. R. R. Cobb, Henry Hull, Jr.,
John H. Newton, H. R. J. Long, and B. F. Hardeman. Here
a young lady could secure sound scholarship, good manners,
and other polite arts. There were other schools for boys and
girls. The Southern Watchman wondered editorially why
girls could not be taught to cook in school. Although young
ladies might not have to cook, they should know how to
supervise. "An education which is not practical is not worth
a groat." 15
In line with recent state legislation, the Clarke County
authorities had established a Free School System in 1859,
but it was cancelled in 1860 before operation began. Hence
the only public support of education was the state©s poor
school fund used to pay tuition of poor children in existing
schools, provided this tuition did not exceed eight cents per
pupil per day. The estimated cost of an elementary education

8

CONFEDERATE

ATHENS

in Clarke County in 1860 was about $20 per pupil per year,
more than the poor school fund would pay. 16
Besides regular schools, various types of special instruc
tion were available. Mr. and Mrs. Hall of Columbia, South
Carolina, offered dancing lessons for all ages in January. In
July, J. Habich announced his course of one-hour lessons in
penmanship for twelve days at a cost of ten dollars per stu
dent. Both the Halls and Habich would give private lessons
in homes for ladies who objected to public instruction. Pro
fessor Steinert and others offered music lessons, which were
also available in the schools. Asa J. Ware, eight miles from
Athens, would give a young man a good practical knowledge
of surveying in five days or less at ten dollars, satisfaction
guaranteed or no charge. 17
Following the usual antebellum practice, Athens had
two newspapers. The Southern Banner, edited by James A.
Sledge, was the Democratic paper and generally agreed
politically with Athenian Howell Cobb, the Secretary of the
Treasury in President Buchanan©s cabinet. The Southern
Watchman, edited by John Christy, was the successor of the
Southern Whig and continued to be Whig in politics despite
the demise of the Whig party. It carried under its masthead
the caption "Largest Circulation of any Paper ever published
in Athens." Legal advertising, business advertising, and news
items from Franklin, Jackson, Walton, White, Madison,
Rabun, and Banks counties all in the Athens trade areawere carried, and numerous subscribers lived in these counties.
Both Athens papers tended to be similar. They were
usually published on the same day; their physical appearance
was similar; they usually carried the same local news and
advertisements, though there was enough difference to require
historians to read both. News collection was from personal
contacts, letters from correspondents, and newspapers and
letters for non-local news. Local news coverage included
births, deaths, marriages, other matters of personal interest,
and human interest stories. Both editors had a sense of the im
portance of the press in community affairs.
Politics was always important to both editors. Indeed,
it sometimes crowded out other news and advertisements,
especially when long speeches, official messages, or laws
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were published in full. The editors frequently traveled to
Milledgeville to cover the legislature or other important hap
penings. They also traveled the court circuit in northeast
Georgia to meet their friends, obtain the news, and collect
subscription fees. The Watchman announced its policy of
advocating conservative men and measures and supporters of
Southern rights and constitutional law. The Banner subscribed
to the same policy except that it was Democratic in politics.
In 1860 the Banner tended to be more sectional in its ap
proach than the Watchman, though both were clearly South
ern in viewpoint.
Both papers printed poetry and other short literary
efforts, noted the contents of literary periodicals as new num
bers arrived, and gave agricultural news and comment. Con
siderable miscellany was published, including all sorts of
state, national, and foreign happenings of interest to the editors.
Communications to the editor, signed and unsigned, took up
considerable space; and the editors urged correspondents to be
brief, to stick to the subject, to use correct grammar, to
omit personal slander, and to be patient if their communica
tion was not published immediately. The editors thanked
readers and friends by name for hams, vegetables, fruit, and
the like, which had been sent in.
During the summer of 1860 both papers secured new type
and redesigned their appearance. Both proudly announced
what they had done and received editorial praise from the
other for the "new look." 18 Both would at times publish a
day early or late to allow their staffs to have a holiday that
fell on publication day. Subscription and advertising charges
and most business policies were usually the same. Both papers
maintained city delivery at no stated charge but urged their
readers to tip the delivery boy liberally on New Year©s Day.
The weather was always worthy of comment, especially
unusual conditions or changes. The first frosts and snows of
fall and winter, the coming of spring and summer, extreme
temperatures, and excessive or deficient rainfall were noted.
The effect of excessive rains on Athens streets and bridgesseveral were washed away and had to be replaced was
carried. Editor Christy of the Watchman was especially per
turbed in January about the sea of mud, known as Broad
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Street, which ran through Athens. He had seen an empty
four-horse wagon stalled in it and wondered why the city
fathers had had it covered with loose clay just before the rainy
season set in. He suggested that it be let out to a brick-maker,
the only person who could get any use out of the mud. A
sure sign that summer was coming was the notice requesting
that all who would obligate themselves to take five pounds of
ice a day for the summer at four cents per pound to leave
their names at the Adams Express Office. Delivery would be
made daily if enough people responded. Most Athenians had
to depend upon fresh water for a cool drink as they did not
have t\venty cents a day for the luxury of ice. 19
Athens, like most Southern towns of its size, was some
times deficient in public entertainment. Editor Christy©s com
ments for February 23 are a good case in point:
Having no theatre, opera-house, hypodrome, race-course, or
any of the fashionable city amusements, our young men are
sometimes put to their trumps for some sort of amusement. The
most fashionable amusement for some time has been the very
highly intellectual dog chases with which we have been favored
on Broad Street. The operation is a very simple one. The most
important point is to get the right sort of a dog. One from the
country, unused to the sights and sounds of the town, is pre
ferable. He is safely held, while some public spirited individual
procures a tin canister, a bladder with shot in it, an empty
gourd, or something of the sort. This is carefully tied to his
©narrative© he is liberated, and the lungs of all hands brought
into requisition such hollowing and yelling as the poor dog
never heard before salutes his - astonished ears, and away he
goes, at the top of his speed. Of course, the sport does not last
long, but we are assured it is "highly intellectual."20

Not all Athens© public amusements were this "intellectual."
For local talent, the musical faculty and girls at Lucy Cobb
were available and gave musicales several times a year. Visit
ing artists, like the Continental Old Folks gave "very fine"
concerts or dramatic performances at the tow7n hall from time
to time. Some gave only one performance; the Bailey©s Varie
ties came for several performances; and the Estelle Troupe re
mained a whole week. Those hungering for scientific knowl
edge could attend lectures like those of Professor H. F. Smith,
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of Louisville, Kentucky, on magnetism and phrenology.21 All
such events were increased in Athens by the presence of the
University with its literary societies, public lectures, and com
mencement the high point of the Athens year.
People who wanted to get away from the hustle and
bustle of city life, enjoy the medicinal effect of mineral
water, eat good food, and enjoy fine company were urged
to visit nearby A/Iadison Springs, "The Saratoga of the South,"
in the summer. Athenians were admonished that Southerners
should attend Southern springs and help improve them until
they were equal to Northern springs. 22
Because of its size and the presence of the University,
Athens had more professional people than were required to
take care of its needs. There were at least eight law firms with
perhaps twenty to twenty-five lawyers practicing in :he
Western Judicial Circuit and other nearby counties. Several,
like the Cobb brothers and Chief Justice Joseph Henry
Lumpkin, were leaders of the state bar.
Athens had fewer doctors and dentists than lawyers, but
the seven resident physicians were adequate. Resident doctors
were the usual rule, but dentists still traveled about the coun
tryside from county to county to visit their patients. Several
besides those in residence visited Athens and Clarke County.
Doctors frequently sold drugs and compounded prescriptions.
Perhaps the best-known wholesale and retail druggists in
Athens were the Long brothers, Crawford W. and H. R. J.,
both of whom were practicing physicians as well. Athens
had other drug stores, and general stores sold drugs and
patent medicines. Trusses, parabola spectacles, and other
health aids were sold locally or by visiting agents. J. J.
Flournoy, who offered Athenians free advice in the press,
advertised his method of insuring against colds for which he
charged only five dollars. He complained bitterly that few
people took advantage of his method, which he had dis
covered himself and had long used, though they would pay
doctors much more. 23
Towns in 1860, as in the 1960s, had progressive, publicspirited citizens to herald their rapid growth. Although Athens
had no chamber of commerce, the newspapers frequently
boasted of its growth. The Watchman on January 26 carried
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an article about the many new houses being built, some very
elegant ones on Milledge Avenue. Others were being built
across the river between the upper bridge and the mills. The
town was really spreading in every direction, and the Watch
man was sure that it would be one of the largest inland towns
of the state when all the proposed railroads were finished.24
In October Lewis J. Lumpkin bought the hotel formerly
known as the Newton House and renamed it the Lumpkin
House. By way of introductory advertising he invited a num
ber of well-known townspeople to dine with him on Saturday,
and the unanimous vote of the company was that Mr. Lumpkin
"knows honjo to keep a hotel!"25

ft
ft 2 ft

A Time for War and a Time
for Peace
FOR some Athenians and Georgians the presidential cam
paign of 1860 opened before the year began. Southerners
were still aroused over John Brown©s raid at Harper©s Ferry
the previous October and the Banner hoped this raid might
encourage the South to manufacture its own needs. Stephen
A. Douglas© ideas of squatter sovereignty in the territories
convinced many that Douglas was more dangerous to the
South than John Brown. Both Athens newspapers in their
first 1860 issue editorially disapproved disunion as a dangerous
suggestion and totally unnecessary. However, editor Christy
did say that for the first time in his career he believed that
the Union might be in danger. Both editors approved the idea
of the South©s direct trading with Europe, and Christy ad
vocated buying only Southern newspapers and ladies© dressing
in homespun instead of Northern finery. Homespun he
thought patriotic, cheap, and sure to set off the natural
beauty of the ladies to greatest advantage. 1
President Buchanan©s message to Congress was approved
by both papers on January 5. The Banner praised it highly as
being "Southern and Constitutional" on slavery in the terri
tories, while the Watchman thought it a "pretty fair docu
ment" which said about slavery what one expected from a
Northern opponent. The Watchman wondered if a truly
national party what the country obviously needed could
be created in I860.2 With Southern unionist sentiment op
posed to Douglas, "a truly national party" was impossible,
but apparently editor Christy did not see the fallacy of his
stand.
13
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Some Athenians were interested in the move to make
their fellow citizen Howell Cobb the Democratic presidential
nominee. After several state Democratic conventions from
December to March had failed to back Cobb adequately, he
withdrew his candidacy before the National Democratic
Convention met in Charleston. The Banner, always a Cobb
partisan, backed him but insisted that he should not be pushed
if this would disrupt the Democratic party. The Watchman,
certainly not pro-Cobb, was sure the Cobb candidacy was
a Douglas plot, and the Watchman was more anti-Douglas
than it was anti-Cobb.3
The National Democratic Convention met at Charleston
in April, and most of the Southern delegates withdrew when
it adopted a platform which supported squatter sovereignty.
Democratic conventions then met in Baltimore and Richmond,
and in the end the Democrats put t\vo slates into the raceStephen A. Douglas with Herschel V. Johnson and John C.
Breckinridge with Joseph Lane. The Watchman was jubilant
at the discomfiture of its enemies. The Banner endorsed
Howell Cobb©s stand, approving the withdrawal from the
Charleston convention, but was unhappy over the party split.
Throughout the period of the Democratic conventions, the
Banner tended to give more news than editorial opinions, and
Athens Democrats were slow in making up their minds. How
ever, editor Sledge had reached a decision by June when he
went to Baltimore as a delegate to the Southern Rights
Democratic Convention which nominated John C. Breckin
ridge. The Banner immediately proclaimed itself for Breckin
ridge and Lane and reported without comment that Herschel
V. Johnson, of Georgia, had agreed to run as vice-presidential
candidate with Douglas.4
The Banner and many Democrats were in a quandary about
their split party, but ex-Whigs were, for the most part,
better satisfied. Border state and Southern Whigs formed in
1860 a new party called the Constitutional Union party. ExWhig unionist Athenians approved of this party to which,
said the Watchman, all conservatives could repair and "which
will plant itself upon the Constitution, the Union, and the
enforcement of the laws as interpreted by the Supreme Court."
On March 1 the Watchman announced its platform. It de-
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plored the loose talk about dissolving the Union and could
think of nothing that the Charleston convention could do that
would justify dissolution. Even the election of a Republican
president would not justify such a step if he administered the
laws constitutionally. If he should do unconstitutional things,
then redress should be sought inside the Union as long as there
was any hope for success there. Only as a last resort should
breaking up the Union be considered. This strong statement,
which the editor believed would be backed by most Southern
people, was to remain the platform of the paper and Consti
tutional Union backers throughout the campaign. 5
The Watchman publicized Constitutional Union happen
ings on a state and national level and urged the formation of
an active party. Clarke County voters held a meeting at
Watkinsville on April 23 to elect delegates to the state Con
stitutional Union Convention at Milledgeville on May 2. The
national nominees John Bell and Edward Everett were not
approved initially by the Watchman, which felt that Sam
Houston was the only person who could carry the South
and the West. The editor suggested that primary meetings
should be held by the people to decide upon a proper course
of action and on the nominee, but no such meetings \vere
held. Interestingly enough, the Banner agreed with the
Watchman that Sam Houston was the man to carry the South;
at the same time it attacked Bell as being unsound on slavery
and therefore a traitor to the South. The Watchman rushed
to the defense of Bell on slavery but still expressed the wish
that all conservative men should unite to defeat the Republi
cans, the real issue in the campaign.6 Neither Athens news
paper heeded this advice, and it is extremely doubtful that
many citizens of the area did, judging from the campaign
that developed.
Throughout the first half of 1860, the Athens newspapers
carried several articles on slavery, as an adjunct to the de
veloping campaign. Editor Christy of the Watchman was con
siderably more pro-slavery than editor Sledge and was always
ready to show his belief in the inferiority of the Negro and
the virtues of slavery. Christy especially liked to publish
things like the two and one-half column article copied from
the New York Herald on February 9 which said that Negroes
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did better personally and were certainly more productive
when working as slaves. The accomplishments of the Negro
in Africa, in Latin America, in the West Indies as slaves and
as freemen, and in the United States were compared. Both
Athens newspapers recommended highly the book Cotton Is
King, and the Pro-Slavery Argument, written by several
authors and published in Augusta, Georgia. 7 Ex-Governor
Wilson Lumpkin, an Athenian, must have warmed Christy©s
heart when he said in a public letter that he considered the
slavery crisis over. He believed that the discussions of the past
thirty years had convinced sensible people throughout the
world that the holding of African slaves was neither sinful
nor immoral and was highly beneficial to both slave and
master and necessary to harmonious intercourse and pros
perity of the entire world. Lumpkin continued that he was
in favor of fighting a little longer inside the Union for
Southern rights but had no doubt that a confederacy of the
Southern slave-holding states as an independent government
would be the most prosperous and powerful on earth. If the
abolitionists got control of the government we should "stand
by our arms," as four years would show their failure in try
ing to run the government.8
The Fourth of July, often the beginning of political cam
paigns, was not so celebrated in 1860 in Athens. A rather
traditional patriotic celebration consisted of firing salutes,
reading the Declaration of Independence, and the delivery of
orations. A special feature in 1860 was the laying of the
cornerstone of the new collegiate institute or high school of
the University. A procession consisting of Masons, Unversity
faculty, literary societies, fire company, and others proceeded
to the building site where the Masons laid the stone and
Congressman James Jackson delivered the oration in which
he called for greater development of the University, more
state support, and better education generally.9
Though politics was not a part of the July 4 celebration,
after the day the presidential campaign was intensified. On
July 14 State Representative William G. Delony, M. C. Fulton,
and others addressed the people members of all political
persuasions were invited at the town hall on the political
issues of the day. 10 Thereafter there was increased political
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activity: speeches, letters to the newspapers, and editorial
comment.
By the end of June the Watchman, despairing of getting
a single ticket against the "Black Republicans," had come out
for Bell and Everett. It was sure that if a platform of the
Constitution and the laws could not save the country, nothing
could. Because one of the arguments of the Banner was that
Bell and Everett were not sound on slavery from the Southern
viewpoint, the Watchman repeatedly assured its readers that
nobody was any more sound or more Southern on this sub
ject than its candidates. A meeting to ratify the nomination
of Bell and Everett, held at the Athens town hall on Saturday,
July 21, was reported as "large and respectable." It backed
the national ticket as the only one that could save the Union
and elected Isaac S. Vincent chairman and J. H. Christy
secretary. The chairman appointed thirteen delegates to the
state convention, four of whom J. Troup Lumpkin, William
Jackson, Asbury H. Jackson, and J. H. Christy attended. 11
The Watchman printed Constitutional Union speeches and
addresses by the candidates, by the National Executive Com
mittee, by leading Georgians such as Benjamin H. Hill, and
by anyone who might help the cause. 12 It also backed the
creation of a Constitutional Union Club in Athens on August
25. Colonel John Billups was elected president and frequent
meetings were held throughout the campaign. An executive
committee of twenty-five was selected which included many
prominent Athens and Clarke County citizens. At future
meetings both local and imported speakers were featured,
perhaps the best-known visitor being Amos T. Akerman of
Elberton. By September a Bell and Everett Club was reported
as forming in Watkinsville. Even women were brought into
the campaign with the following item: "Ladies: Work for the
Union. If the Union is dissolved, everybody will be ruined,
and none of us young fellows can afford to marry you."
Fear of breaking up the Union was the main argument used
by the Watchman, and the great men of the past Washing
ton, Jefferson, and Jackson were brought forward to fight
such an idea. By the end of September Orr and Langston
had elegant and comfortable "Bell©s Union Hats" for sale at
their store. The Watchman was sure that the Sixth Congres-
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sional District gave increasing support to Bell as the campaign
progressed. 13
Initially the Watchman considered Douglas the Democrat
to beat and was sure that there were many Douglas men in
the Sixth Congressional District. But both the Democrats and
the Watchman were soon convinced that Breckinridge was the
leading Democratic candidate in the area. The Democratic
campaign may be said to have opened in Athens on July 17
when Congressman James Jackson, an Athenian, spoke at the
town hall. He reviewed the recent troubled history of the
Democratic party and then launched into proof that Breckin
ridge and Lane were the people to support. The Banner editor
saw but two men in the house with Douglas leanings, and
one of them said after the speech that Jackson had converted
him. The Watchman noticed the speech by proving Jackson
wrong on several points. The Banner took up two full pages
to print the entire speech and offered copies to other news
papers for $1.00 per hundred. 14
On Monday, July 9, J. Wat Harris of Athens spoke for
Douglas and got rude treatment from his audience, something
that the Watchman regretted. The paper was even more
indignant when Herschel V©. Johnson, Douglas© vice presiden
tial candidate, was burned in effigy after a speech in Macon.
Johnson as a gentleman had a right "to say his piece" and to
receive public respect. 15
The Banner denied in July the accusation that it was a
disunion paper and cited its backing the Compromise of 1850
to prove the denial. It pointed out that there \vas no Douglas
newspaper in the Sixth Congressional District and that the
three Democratic newspapers in the district were all for
Breckinridge and Lane. Certainly the Sixth would give these
candidates a 6,000-vote majority in November. The Banner
fully backed Breckinridge and Lane by printing speeches
and comments and editorializing in favor of its candidates and
against both the Douglas and Bell tickets. The paper did not
see how any Democrat could back Douglas and continually
called for all Democrats to back Breckinridge and Lane, the
only really Southern candidates with the only Southern plat
form. 16
Democratic division was obvious in the two meetings
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called to select delegates to the conventions in Milledgeville
to nominate electors. The Banner of July 12 carried notice of
a Clarke County Democratic meeting in Athens on July 20
to appoint delegates to the Democratic Convention called by
the state for August 8 to nominate Breckinridge and Lane
electors. Another public meeting of Democrats and friends
of Douglas and Johnson was called in Watkinsville at the
court house on Saturday, July 21, to appoint delegates to a
convention to meet in Milledgeville on July 24.
The accounts of these two meetings in the Athens news
papers did not agree at all. The Banner said nothing about
attendance but did note that B. S. Sheats was chairman and J.
H. Thomas secretary of the Athens meeting. It listed the
twenty-five delegates to the Milledgeville convention, includ
ing James Jackson, William G. Delony, F. W. Adams, B. S.
Sheats, A. P. Cobb, R. L. Moss, A. A. Franklin Hill, and
Henry Hull, Jr. Most of the delegates were Athenians. The
Douglas and Johnson meeting in Watkinsville appointed six
delegates to the state convention who were not Athenians.
The Banner said "very few Douglas men [were] present" so
that a nonresident minor was appointed secretary. The
Watchman reported that there were only sixteen voters at the
Breckinridge and Lane meeting and that three of them were
known Bell backers. The Douglas and Johnson meeting was
reported to have had fifty or sixty present with the likelihood
of greater attendance except for another public meeting in
the county. A Bell and Everett meeting on Saturday was
reported to have been attended by 150 to 200 people. 17
Secretary of the Treasury How^ell Cobb spoke in favor
of Breckinridge and against Douglas in Athens on August 4.
Editor Christy said it was the "best tempered and ablest"
speech he had ever heard Cobb make. By August the Banner
was fighting Bell harder than Douglas, but Douglas meetings
were still held in the town hall as late as August 25. 18 A great
Democratic rally and barbecue was planned for September 15
with Senator Robert Toombs and William L. Yancey, of
Alabama, announced as speakers; later it was revealed that
Henry R. Jackson would also be present. Bell and Douglas
backers were especially invited, apparently with the idea of
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converting them. The Watchman attacked Yancey as being
a secessionist since 1848 and a dangerous man.
The meeting was held on schedule in G. N. Barber©s grove
near the upper bridge. The Banner said that 800 to 1,200 people
were present. The Watchman estimated 250 to 600, but its
editor did not attend. Senator Toombs spoke at noon for two
hours, upholding Breckinridge and lambasting Douglas and
Bell. Jackson spoke after Toombs. Yancey did not attend.
The Banner asserted that the meeting was a huge success,
while the Watchman was just as sure that it was a failure
and that Bell did not lose a single vote by it. 19
The Banner showed its true colors by vehemently attacking
a statement of the Bell party that "come what will we shall
stand by the union as the most precious jewel of our souls"
as a "startling Declaration, Encouraging the Abolitionists."
Did Bell backers mean this even if an abolitionist president
were elected and slavery abolished in the District of Columbia?
Though the editor did not say he favored secession, his state
ment clearly pointed in that direction. 20 As the campaign
intensified, it became Bell and Everett versus Breckinridge
and Lane. The Watchman once went so far as to say that it
believed that Breckinridge©s backers only put him forward to
help elect Lincoln since Lincoln©s election would give them
an excuse to break up the Union. 21 Both newspapers virtually
forgot Douglas, and they never deigned to oppose Lincoln,
hardly necessary in Athens or Clarke County.
In the issue before the election the Watchman pled for no
liquor or treating at the election, as it was too solemn an
occasion. In the post-election issue it said nothing on this
subject, but the Banner insisted that on election day the Bell
forces ran a two-horse wagon well supplied with whiskey
about the streets. People were invited to get aboard and enjoy
themselves on the way to the polls to vote for Bell. The editor
insisted that he saw this with his own eyes and defied anyone
to deny it. The Watchman did not reply. 22
Both Athens newspapers were printed a day late to in
clude all possible election results, and it was obvious by the
November 8 editions that Lincoln had probably been elected.
The Watchman urged people to be calm and not do anything
rash that might injure the Union. If Lincoln were elected, he
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could not endanger slavery if he wanted to as the Republicans
controlled neither house of Congress nor the Supreme Court.
In fact, all Republicans could not harm slavery as much in four
years as the Southern agitators had in the last four weeks.
The Banner was much more excited about the probable results
of the election and about how dreadful Lincoln and all Re
publicans were, yet it did not urge immediate secession or
action of any sort. It was sure that the Fifth and Sixth Con
gressional districts would save the state from "treasonable
combinations" as they had done in 1850.28
The actual Athens© vote was Bell 383, Breckinridge 334,
and Douglas 40. In Watkinsville it was Bell 232, Breckinridge
94, and Douglas 12. The small rural precincts voted in about the
same proportions as Watkinsville. The entire county vote was
Bell 695, Breckinridge 451, and Douglas 57.24 This was a safe
margin for Bell and the Union, which made it clear that as of
election day the majority of Athenians and Clarke Countians
were moderates and unionists. The Watchman was forced to
admit that Bell did not do as well in the Sixth Congressional
District as it had confidently predicted.25
One of the first recorded reactions in Athens to the election
of Lincoln was a public meeting on November 10 called by
the town authorities to secure a more efficient organization
of the town police. During the campaign there had been
warnings about watching slaves, fear that itinerant peddlers
might be spreading abolitionist sentiments, and rumors of re
ports from slaves that insurrections were being planned; but
nothing actually happened. This meeting, following the usual
procedure, appointed a committee of Thomas R. R. Cobb,
T. M. Daniel, John S. Linton, Joseph B. Carlton, and R. M.
Smith to report business. Five resolutions were adopted: the
town authorities were requested to organize as effective a
police force as possible to patrol the town limits; an auxiliary
force of volunteer policemen for each ward was recommended;
county patrols and plantation owners were urged to be more
vigilant; a vigilance committee was to be appointed by the
meeting to investigate threats of slave insurrections and other
subversive activity and action was to be taken only upon its
recommendations; and indignation was expressed at the election
of a Black Republican as president and it was suggested
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that the people would never submit to Republican rule if the
state would authorize resistance. All were urged to attend
a November 17 meeting to consider the public welfare.
Twenty prominent Athenians were appointed to the vigilance
committee. To close the meeting, T. R. R. Cobb made an
eloquent speech in favor of dissolution of the Union.26
Both Athens newspapers urged caution in their November
15 editions. The Banner in urging calm, something that it had
not done recently, pointed out that if all fifteen slave states
united there would be no trouble. The Watchman especially
pressed for unity among the people and thought the legis
lature should call a convention to see how the people felt.
Then perhaps a Southern convention should meet to obtain
unanimity. Southerners should act to insure their rights, and all
might have to secede or negotiate together. Both papers praised
Governor Brown©s message to the legislature in which he ad
vocated securing funds to pay the owners for escaping slaves
by confiscating Georgia property of citizens of Northern states
that had personal liberty laws. 27 Admission by the Watchman
that secession might be necessary was a clear indication of the
considerable change in opinion that was taking place in Athens
and much of the South because of Lincoln©s election.
The state of public opinion in the Athens area was wrell
illustrated on November 9 when a lifelong resident of Clarke
County avowred free-soil sentiments. He was promptly ar
rested and taken to the town hall and "tried," with the Intendant presiding. The man, \vhose name was not given,
pleaded ignorance of anything wrong in what he had said but
apologized for having said what he did. Thomas R. R. Cobb
made a "sensible" speech and moved that the man be released
with the warning that the next such offense should be punished
by hanging. This is an interesting viewpoint from a man who
was considered a leading constitutional lawyer and who had
just finished codifying the laws of the state. Editor Christy
opined that people with such "incendiary opinions" should
keep their mouths shut since the county was so exasperated
that the next case probably wrould have neither judge nor
jury. 28 To such a level had freedom of speech fallen among a
people who had long insisted that they \vere deprived of their
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freedom and constitutional rights! No more free-soil senti
ments were heard in Athens.
The November 15 newspapers contained an invitation
signed by 219 people, including all prominent Athenians, to
the people of Clarke and surrounding counties to a public
meeting in Athens on Saturday, November 17, to consider the
alarming state of the country consequent upon the election of
Lincoln. The Watchman urged people to be calm and to
remember the state motto: "Wisdom, Justice, and Modera
tion." At this meeting, reported to be the largest ever as
sembled in Athens, there were people from Clarke, Oglethorpe,
Madison, Jackson, and Banks counties. Ex-Governor Wilson
Lumpkin was elected president; James C. Branch, vice presi
dent; and a secretary was elected from each county repre
sented. The majority of those present and the leaders in the
meeting were from Clarke County. Dr. Nathan Hoyt, minister
of the Presbyterian Church, offered the invocation, and
Lumpkin urged united action. Then a committee, mainly
Athenians, was selected to draft a report. While the com
mittee was meeting, E. P. Moore, Dr. Hoyt, the Reverend
J. W. Hinton, and Thomas R. R. Cobb spoke. The last two
urged immediate action, and Cobb took two hours to show
that immediate secession was necessary if Georgia were to
uphold her interests, honor, and safety, and were to prevent
civil war.
After this oratory, the meeting adopted the recommenda
tions of the committee without dissent. This meeting declared
that the election of Lincoln and Hamlin had produced a
crisis in the South that demanded immediate action. The South
would not be dominated by a sectional party hostile to its
interests, rights, and safety; and a union destitute of fraternity
and good fellowship was not worth preserving. The legislature
was urged to call a state convention to take action. Georgia
should unite with her sister Southern states and form a con
federation patterned after the United States Constitution.
People were urged to put aside party allegiance in the election
of delegates to the proposed state convention. The governor
and legislature were urged to take all necessary precautions
to provide for emergencies that might arise. Northerners who
had not voted Republican were thanked. Copies of these
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resolutions were to be sent to the state senators and representa
tives and published in the newspapers.29 Clearly, secession
sentiment was growing in Clarke County.
Yet the Watchman was still doing its best to convince
people that they should try every possible remedy inside the
Union before leaving it. It printed speeches of Alexander H.
Stephens and Benjamin H. Hill in which each urged caution.
It said that a majority of the people in the slave states ap
parently did not think that Lincoln©s election was cause enough
to break up the Union. A long article pointed out that human
liberty was best protected by the United States Constitution
and that nobody could improve on this document; hence, why
break up the Union? This article went so far as to say that the
South was not entirely blameless in the creation of the present
crisis a rather dangerous sentiment to express with public
feeling being what it was. The Watchman urged all to seek
divine guidance in this crisis on November 28, a day that
Governor Brown had set aside for fasting, humiliation, and
prayer. 30
While the Watchman was doing all it could to prevent
hasty action, the Banner contented itself with a statement
that the Bible enjoined secession from abolitionists in First
Timothy 6:2-5, a rather strained interpretation at best. It
also "added to the calm" by printing a rumor in Washington
that free Negro
women were to call on Lincoln in the White
o
House. It supposed that Senator Sumner and Secretary Seward
would be present to "inaugurate the reign of Social Equity"
and wondered if Lincoln would ask permission of the Senate
before he took this action. :u
In December each Athens newspaper carried considerable
material advocating its stand on secession. The main local
backer of secession was Thomas R. R. Cobb. In a speech
delivered in Milledgeville, Cobb had "proven" that the elec
tion of Lincoln was unconstitutional because the states with
personal liberty laws had voted. Since such laws \vere un
constitutional, they voided any constitutional relationship be
tween the states and the United States. The voting of Negroes
in some states was unconstitutional because \vhites wrote the
Constitution for whites and one state could not really admit
citizens that another state did not admit. The great majority
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against Lincoln also rendered his election unconstitutional.
Southerners and Georgians were urged to act, as it was
"Liberty or Death."32
This speech with its strange constitutional views was pub
lished in the Watchman because the editor believed it the
ablest statement of the secession side of the argument he had
seen and he wanted to demolish it. The demolition was
partially accomplished by reprinting speeches of Alexander H.
Stephens and Benjamin H. Hill; in his own writings, editor
Christy always said that he held secession to be the last
resort and certainly not yet justified. He thought that the
Compromise of 1850 was fair to the South. Congress since
1850 had passed but one law regarding slavery, the KansasNebraska bill, passed mainly at the instigation of Southerners.
This law greatly aided the formation of the Black Republican
party. Christy insisted that the central government had not
oppressed the South, not even with the tariff, which was far
from new. The people of the South were the freest and hap
piest people on earth and very prosperous. If the South were
oppressed, it should fight inside the Union to right the wrongs
instead of attempting "to sulk the issue" by secession. Would
secession insure slavery in the territories, or would it lose
the territories for the South? A republic composed of South
Carolina, Georgia, Florida, Alabama, and Mississippi would
have a smaller population than New York and would be
dependent upon the world for everything it needed. Cotton
was king, said Christy, only when the South was a part of the
United States; separation would bring its decline and fall.
Christy was sure that Lincoln©s election was not unconstitu
tional and that his inauguration would not create a Republican
party in the South, as Cobb had suggested.33 This argument
was certainly full of hard logic but of the type which was
becoming more and more unpleasant to most Southerners.
The Banner on the same day published editorials poking
fun at the unionists and saying that the Union was already
gone and could not be saved. It had been killed because
Northerners would not listen to Southern reason. There were
but three months left to Southerners to act because "on the
4th of March, 1861, we are either slaves in the Union or free
men out of it." To underscore its views, the Banner called
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attention to a John Brown pike on display in the store of
Taylor and Hoyt on College Avenue and wished that "all the
calm submissionists in the state could look at it for a minute,
and then think of their wives and children at home." A Banner
article, "Practical Workings of Abolition," reported an ad
vertisement supposedly from a Rochester, New York, paper
of a "respectable colored family" for a white boy fourteen
to sixteen years of age to wait on table and be useful about
the house. The editor commented that though slave-holders
would lose money by abolition, the poor white man would
lose much more "the consciousness of political and social
superiority."34 This type of article was clearly to get the votes
of non-slave-holders for secession.
Election of county delegates to the state secession con
vention was an important item of December business. Unionists
called the first meeting for December 13 but postponed it
until December 22. In the meantime, the secessionists called a
meeting for December 15. This meeting was held at the town
hall after the news of Howell Cobb©s resignation from
Buchanan©s cabinet had encouraged secessionists. Pleasant
Stovall was chairman and Dr. R. M. Smith secretary. A com
mittee of important Athenians and county people nominated
Asbury Hull, Thomas R. R. Cobb, and Jefferson Jennings;
and this selection was unanimously confirmed by the meeting.
These men were authorized to act as they thought best if
elected as delegates to the coming convention. The meeting
expressed its opinion that co-operation was important for the
Southern states and that secession and the formation of the
new confederacy should not be delayed beyond March. The
Watchman said that this meeting should not have been held
since another was announced for Watkinsville, where such
meetings were ordinarily held, but that it was held by the
Cobb faction for fear that Cobb could not be nominated at
the Watkinsville meeting.35
The unionist meeting was held in Watkinsville at the court
house on December 22 with Young L. G. Harris as president
and editor John H. Christy and J. M. Riley as secretaries.
It endorsed the resolutions of a large meeting of members of
the Georgia General Assembly recently presided over in
Milledgeville by Clarke County Senator John Billups. The
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Watkinsville meeting declared itself for consultation with the
other Southern states and negotiations with the North over
Southern grievances, which it said must be redressed. Only
after it was obvious that there was no hope for a settlement
within the Union should secession be resorted to. As delegates
to the Milledgeville convention it nominated Dr. M. S.
Durham, Asbury Hull (already selected by the secessionist
meeting), and Captain Isaac S. Vincent, who were to be free to
act as they thought best. The leaders at this meeting were more
from the county at large than were the leaders of the Decem
ber 15 meeting in Athens, and their position made it clear that
secession sentiment was stronger in Athens than in the rural
parts of the county.36
Once the legislature had selected Breckinridge electors for
Georgia, the Watchman suggested that this was as great a
tyranny as any that Southerners complained of from the North.
Had the legislature divided the electoral vote between Breck
inridge, Douglas, and Bell as the popular vote was divided,
it would have come much closer to uniting the state, the
Watchman thought. The paper approved Buchanan©s message
to Congress at the opening of the session, though pointing
out that it had not been generally a supporter of Buchanan.
Extreme Southern rights people were accused of hoping to
keep the border states out of their projected confederacy so
that it would be easy to reopen the African slave trade, a
move that the Watchman opposed. The editor was doubtful
that it did any good to try and calm the troubled waters and
appeal logically to extremists, who ruled the hour. Yet Christy
could not stop in his efforts; he continued to fill his columns
with all union activity that took place, North or South, and
to urge people to be calm and to weigh the results of se
cession.37 He was as great a worker for union and against
secession as Athens had. His activities showed his great per
sonal concern for saving the Union and reflect considerable
credit to him for standing up for his principle. The Banner,
going with the increasing tide in favor of secession, did not
reveal the same sort of statesmanship and public service.
Christy really tried to stem the tide; Sledge went along with it.
During the latter part of December, with the failure of
Congress to achieve any compromise, more and more people
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urged secession; and the sane voices of its opponents were
drowned out. The argument most often heard was that the
Union was already broken up, that Southerners could not
possibly secure their rights from the North, and that the
"sacred institution" of slavery would not be accepted by the
North even as it existed in the South. Ex-Governor Wilson
Lumpkin, now 77 years old and retired from politics, added
his voice to those advocating secession as did Congressman
James Jackson. Howell Cobb returned to Georgia late in
December and joined his brother in demanding immediate
secession. 38
News of South Carolina©s secession on December 20 ar
rived in Athens on Friday, December 22, and fifteen guns
were fired at noon in honor of the event. On Saturday night at
seven o©clock a procession formed at the flagstaff with R. S.
Taylor as marshal. A large flag had one large star for South
Carolina surrounded by fourteen stars and the inscription
"Protect our Homes." There were other flags especially made
for the occasion and many transparencies with appropriate
mottoes in the procession. At the home of Thomas R. R. Cobb
was a large transparency with the motto "Resistance to Aboli
tion is Obedience to God." Many dwellings were "brilliantly
illuminated" and ladies waved handkerchiefs from the piazzas
as the procession passed through the principal streets and
finally halted at the town hall. Here there were "brief ad
dresses" by E. P. Lumpkin, W. G. Delony, M. C. M. Hammond, T. R. R. Cobb, John C. Lumpkin, W. D. Wash, R. S.
Taylor, R. E. Moore, T. M. Daniel, and A. A. Franklin Hill.
Captain Hill©s National Artillery Company fired cannon
salutes at several different points. Thus did Athens celebrate
the first secession. No dissent was voiced, though the Watch
man devoted but nine lines to the entire proceeding. Naturally,
the Banner thought it worth considerably more space.39
The election to the state convention in Milledgeville was
held on January 2, and Clarke County and Athens voted con
siderably more overwhelmingly in favor of secession than did
the state as a whole. The first three candidates were con
sidered the secession candidates, though Hull was nominated
by both secessionists and unionists and led the polls in every
precinct except Athens. 40 The vote was as follows:
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T. R. R. Cobb
Asbury Hull
Jefferson Jennings
M. S. Durham
I. S. Vincent
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Athens

Clarke County

490
391
467
61
48

654
627
606
243
120

An analysis of this election in comparison with the presidential
election of two months earlier shows that about 1,000 more
people in the county voted on secession, about 700 of whom
were in Athens. In both elections a smaller proportion of the
rural people actually cast their vote and they were more
unionist in sentiment than were Athenians. The Watchman
thought the secession ticket successful because of "sensational"
dispatches from Washington and false rumors from Charleston.
It was sure that a majority of people in Clarke still favored
an honorable settlement in the Union if possible and secession
only as a "last resort."
In the excitement about the vote for the state convention,
the call for January 4 to be a national day of humiliation and
prayer was apparently overlooked, as there is no indication
that it was observed.41 Some Athenians had come to believe
that stronger means than prayer were needed, for the same
newspapers that carried the returns of the election in Athens
also noted the formation of a new military company in Athens
under the command of Captain B. W. Ramsey. On January
3, election day, the National Artillery unanimously endorsed
the tender of its services to Governor Brown made by Captain
Hill and declared itself ready to march at a moment©s notice to
defend "the right, independence, and honor of our noble
old commonwealth, or any seceding Southern State." At this
meeting it changed its name to Troup Artillery, as it was
henceforth to be known. The Athens Guard celebrated on
January 8 "with much spirit" and its commander, Captain
Billups, assured all interested that his company wras "readier
than the readiest" for the call to arms. "In fact they are
©panting for the fray,© even now."42 A large public meeting
was held at the town hall the same day at which the brass
band present was not needed to arouse the fires of patriotism in
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every breast. E. P. Lumpkin, T. R. R. Cobb, W. G. Delony,
Asbury Hull, and Howell Cobb all spoke and expressed
"right ideas" according to the Banner.43
In its January 16 issue the Banner reported:
Since our last issue three more states have cut loose from the
Union and resumed their sovereignty. They are
MISSISSIPPI
FLORIDA
ALABAMA
and the next will be
GEORGIA!
Within sixty days we expect to see every slave state out of the
Union.
This was quite different from the way the Watchman
viewed the situation.
The future turn in whatever direction we may is to us
gloomy, that we turn from dread from its contemplation.
Civil war is upon us. Fraternal blood will be shed in pro
fusion within the next sixty days. Our rulers and Representatives
in Congress stand still and do nothing to save the temple of our
liberties as column after column falls. If they possessed any
genuine patriotism, settlement, honorable and satisfactory to all,
might be effected in a short time. But we have well nigh lost
all hope.
A national convention could solve the matter, the Watchman
was sure.
The Watchman further pointed out the strategic position
that Georgia its convention meeting that day occupied
in the South. Secession here could speed up secession in
other states. Should the convention adopt an ultimatum the
Crittenden amendments, for example and lay it before
Congress, it might restore peace and happiness to the country.
The editor was sure that this should be tried but probably
knew that it would not be. The convention voted Georgia
out of the Union on January 19.44
The reaction of Athens© newspapers to Georgia©s secession
was in character with what they had been saying throughout
the entire crisis. The Banner waxed most eloquent.
Like Anteus of old, she has arisen from the dust of an abolition
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triumph with renewed strength, and now locks shields with her
two brave daughters, Alabama and Mississippi, her noble Revolu
tionary ally, South Carolina, and her gallant little sister, Florida.
From our inmost soul we thank the God of our Fathers
for this glorious consumation. Let us all now say Amen!
to it, from the mountains to the sea! Let us take fresh vows at
the altar, pledging ©our lives, our fortunes, and our sacred honor©
to Georgia©s cause, come weal or woe. Let strife be heard no
more in the land. . . .
The people have spoken let Vox Populi be Vox Dei for
each and all; and long live the Republic of Georgia!! 45

The Watchman, with a touch of sadness, called for unity
in Georgia now that secession had taken place. All must
work together harmoniously regardless of past views. The
paper had not changed its views as to what was the correct
course; it simply bowed to superior numbers. "In conclusion,
we would humbly invoke the guidance of that kind Providence
which directed our forefathers through the period of the
Revolutionary War. He in this trying time support and
sustain us."
The reaction of the city was enthusiastically given by
the Banner as follows:
The welcome news of the passage of the Ordinance of Se
cession on the 19th was received here Monday [Jan. 21] morning
with much enthusiasm. At night a salute of 100 guns was fired
by Troup Artillery, Capt. Hill, and several houses were illumi
nated among them Messrs John H. Newton©s and T. R. R.
Cobb©s, very brilliantly A torch procession, gotten up by the
students of Franklin College, paraded the streets, and the in
famous old traitor, Scott, was burnt in effigy. A balloon having
upon it the names of the seceding States, was also sent up, and
as it slowly sailed towards the South-West where the star of
Southern Empire must take its way tremendous cheers greeted
the good omen.46

Though secessionists generally denied any possibility of trou
bles this early, it would take more than good omens to
secure their desires in the next four years.
The Troup Artillery received orders from Georgia©s
Adjutant General Wayne to be ready to march at a moment©s
notice. At a meeting of the Artillery on January 21, the day
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news of secession reached Athens, sixty men indicated their
readiness to march. Sixty-five was the required number for a
company, so two men of about sixty years of age told Captain
Hill they would join if younger men did not. Twenty to
thirty of the men needed uniforms and the company needed
camp equipage costing from $500 to $600. The newspapers
asked if this amount could not be made up by private sub
scription, as the men who would go to fight certainly should
not have to pay for their equipment.47
Secession brought home two Athenians who \vere attend
ing the military academies. Robert Flournoy, son of Howell
C. Flournoy, was back in Athens from Annapolis by January
23, but it was early February before James Barrow, son of
David C. Barrow, returned from West Point.48
To welcome Thomas R. R. Cobb upon his return from the
secession convention in Milledgeville, on the night of January
30 a group of citizens, preceded by a band, went to the
Cobb residence on Prince Avenue. Captain Hill of the Troup
Artillery made a few appropriate remarks and then called
for three cheers for Cobb. Cobb responded by saying that
the approbation of his friends and neighbors was most welcome
to him, and he thanked them from the bottom of his heart.
Georgia©s secession had, he confidently said, ended any pos
sibility of war. Contrary to what some Europeans were saying,
secession proved the ability of self-government to handle any
problems, no matter how great. Cobb then invited all to supper,
after which the crowd dispersed with more cheers for Cobb.
By February 7 the entire proceedings at the secession con
vention at Milledgeville plus the Georgia Ordinance of Se
cession had been published in the Athens newspapers, and
Athenians were overjoyed or sorrowing over their new free
dom from the United States. Evidently most were enjoying
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THOMAS R. R. Cobb and others had "proved" that war would
not follow secession and there seemed to be little concern
about soldiering in late January or February. Instead,
Athenians were more concerned about the creation of the
new government in Montgomery in which the Cobb brothers
were so prominent. The students at the University did take
time out to burn General Winfield Scott in effigy "as a
traitor to the South/© The Banner copied a notice of this from
the Montgomery Mail in which it was suggested that students
throughout the South do the same. The Banner pointed out
in February that one of the benefits of secession was to
escape the higher tariffs then being enacted by the United
States Congress. 1
The most exciting military item was a flag presentation
made by the ladies of the town on February 13 delayed
from February 2 because of rain to the Athens Guards and
the Troup Artillery. Chancellor Lipscomb was the speaker,
and his address was described as "the most eloquent, appro
priate, and decidedly the most original" the reporter had
heard. Lieutenant T. M. Daniel responded for the Guards
and Sergeant Pope Barrow for the Artillery. Both flags had
six stars, for the six seceded states, worked into their designs
and were "very elegant" in appearance. 2
In February regular militia elections were held, and of
ficers were ordered to get their units into good shape. In
November of 1860 the legislature had created a Georgia army
in which two Athenians, lawyer A. A. Franklin Hill and
recently returned West Point cadet James Barrow, were
33
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made lieutenants. Hill recruited men for three-year terms,
and by February 20, forty were enlisted in the Athens area,
but more were needed.3
Throughout March, but more in April and May, there
was increasing interest in volunteering, raising companies and
larger units, forming home defense units, and anything that
had any connection with the military. Though the militia
organizations became more active, most of the military ac
tivity took place outside the existing militia organizations,
presumably because of the greater freedom in organization
possible that way. All interested in active military duty joined
a non-militia unit.
The organization and reorganization of units in early 1861
and throughout the war was so frequent and there was so
much overlapping of personnel that it is often impossible to
state specifically what happened to every unit that was created.
Many never got out of the organizational phase. An attempt
will be made to give a general picture of this military organi
zational activity and to note units made up mainly of Athens
and Clarke County residents. But no attempt will be made to
follow the military careers of these units or individuals
throughout the war. Only action that affected the home front
will be discussed.
The attack on Fort Sumter on April 12 and 13 and
Lincoln©s call for volunteers greatly increased military fervor.
When news of the bombardment of Sumter arrived in Athens,
R. L. Bloomfield went to Union Point to bring back by
special train Saturday night or Sunday morning the news of
the outcome of the attack. A large crowd was disappointed
on Saturday night by the absence of any news, but about
seven o©clock on Sunday morning, April 14, the train arrived,
and the "glorious news" was soon spread over the town by
Captain A. A. F. Hill and others. To quote Howell Cobb, Jr.:
"The whole Town was up last Saturday night until 1 o©clock
expecting an extra train which was to bring the news con
cerning ©Fort Sumpter.© It did not arrive however until morn
ing. And I being then at Mr. Barrows was awakened early
in the morning by some unearthly noise and looking out of
the window saw Capt. A. A. F. Hill, driving a one horse
buggy, braying like a Jack, as he is, at the top of his voice,
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that Tort Sumpter© had been surrendered." Nothing but the
fact that it was Sunday, said the Banner, prevented the wildest
demonstrations of joy and enthusiasm. Praise and thanksgiving
were offered in the churches at this proof that the "Sword
of the Lord and of Gideon" was on the side of the Con
federacy.4
Existing military units, which were "panting for the fray,"
spent their time getting ready to serve upon call. By late April
there were five volunteer military units in Athens: the Troup
Artillery, the Athens Guards, the Oconee Cavalry, the Lumpkin Law School Cadets, and a company of students from
Franklin College. The Watchman thought this was cooing
pretty well for a town the size of Athens. The Banner took
up about half its May 15 issue in printing a recently revised
recruit drill for the benefit of all interested. It offered extra
copies to all aspiring soldiers at five cents each or twenty-five
copies for one dollar. It was fall before bookseller William N.
White advertised some fifteen titles of value to the soldier
for sale at his shop.5
The developing troubles at Fort Sumter plus the martial
ardor of youth were undoubtedly responsible for the forma
tion of a military company by the students of the Law School
on April 12, the day Sumter was attacked, "for the purpose
of drilling and mutually instructing ourselves in military
tactics and science of war." An offer of the company©s services
to the governor was agreed to upon its organization, but
apparently it never went into military service as a unit. The
company was named the Lumpkin Law School Cadets, and a
committee was appointed to frame laws and to select a uni
form. (There was no glory to soldiering without a distinctive
uniform to set feminine hearts aflutter.) Officers were elected
from the students, but the captain was soon replaced by James
Jackson, the former congressman from the Athens district.
Citizens were also allowed to join the company. This is the
last mention in the newspapers of the Lumpkin Law School
Cadets, so apparently it ceased to exist.6
The first Athens military unit to leave for active duty was
the Troup Artillery, which departed from Athens on April
24 for Savannah to aid in coastal defense. The farewell began
with a sermon preached at the Methodist Church on the pre-
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ceding Sunday by Mr. Key. This unit contained representa
tives of Athens© best families, and the Banner waxed eloquent
about those "who have nobly responded to their country©s
call, to drive back from her soil those who would pollute
it with their steps." There was a procession of the Artillery
Company to the depot accompanied by the Oconee Cavalry,
the Athens Guards, the Fire Department, University students,
citizens on foot and in carriages, and the town dignitaries.
This "grandest civic and military display Athens has ever
witnessed" was estimated to include from 2,000 to 5,000
people, so many that editor Christy could not hear the
speeches. Chancellor Lipscomb made the farewell oration at
the depot, and Captain Marcellus Stanley replied for the
company. Stanley said that should the men be permitted to
return to Athens, God would say "Well done, good and faith
ful servants." Mr. Key then concluded with "a most touching
prayer" imploring divine protection for the soldiers. "There
was scarcely a dry eye in the assemblage," said the Banner.
The Artillery was saluted at Lexington by the Gilmer Blues,
welcomed at Union Point by a Greensboro volunteer com
pany, handsomely received by the military at Augusta, and
arrived in Savannah with no accident. 7
After this emotion-filled newspaper account, it is in
teresting to turn to an account given in a private letter of
George D. Smith, a recently elected lieutenant in the Lumpkin
Law School Cadets. "Today Athens sent a company to the
wars. It has been a standing joke here for some time that
no orders nor powers of persuasion could induce the Athens
military to go out of the corporate limits of the town. But
the excitement has at last waked them up and today the Troup
Artillery went of [sic] with some seventy men. . . . The town
is in a great state of excitement everybody wants to go to
Anderson W. Reese, the junior editor of the Banner and a
member of the departing Troup Artillery, promised, if his
duties would allow, to write a weekly bulletin "for the edifica
tion and amusement of the patrons of the Banner"" Reese was
as good as his word and became the first war correspondent
to publish in an Athens newspaper. Many of his letters that
appeared throughout the war were highly interesting de-
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scriptions of camp life and battle and showed Reese©s abilities
with the pen.
The Troup Artillery got priority on emotional send-offs,
but the Athens Guards followed only five days later with
orders to go to Virginia a more active theatre than Savan
nah. The Guards were "addressed briefly" at the Lumpkin
House by Mr. Key and Mr. Butler, a Baptist minister from
Madison and an official in the Baptist Convention. After the
addresses the Guards were escorted to the depot by the
Oconee Cavalry, the Home Guards, Hope Fire Company
No. 1, and a "vast concourse" of citizens. The cars had been
decorated with flowers by the ladies, and there were repeated
the "tender and affectionate leave taking" of five days ago.
The Guards, like the Artillery, contained members of Athens©
best families; and the departure of these two units brought
war home to most Athenians as they could not have known
it otherwise.
Before leaving, the Guards officially thanked the people
of Athens, especially the ladies, for their many kindnesses in
helping the soldiers get ready to go to the front. By the end of
May, the Banner had published the first letter from a member
of the Guards, S. F. T. (S. Fisher Tenney), telling of the
unit©s first midnight march vainly seeking the enemy it was
sent to oppose. 10
The Oconee Cavalry, organized in April and May under
the leadership of Athens lawyer W. G. Delony and John C.
Turner, Jr., had difficulty because the state did not desire
additional cavalry units, so it agreed to change into a rifle unit
under Delony as captain. Apparently this unit did not con
tinue to exist, for by June Delony was reported raising a
cavalry company in Clarke and adjoining counties to be a
part of Thomas R. R. Cobb©s Legion. It may be that the
nucleus of the new organization came from the original
Oconee Cavalry. Delony was elected captain early in July
and the company went into camp at the Athens Fair Grounds
on August 1 but remained only about two weeks before being
ordered to Virginia. This company, known as the Georgia
Troopers, had officers and men from at least seven counties of
northeast Georgia. 11
The Clarke County Rifles, organized in Watkinsville in
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May and headed by Captain Isaac S. Vincent, was made up
mainly of men from the Watkinsville side of the river.
Jealousy and separateness between the two sections of the
county, long obvious in political affairs, carried over into the
military units. This company left for Virginia on September
3, being escorted to the depot by the Mell Rifles, which was
to leave for Virginia also in a couple of days. 12
The Lumpkin Law School Cadets apparently was re
placed in late June by the Mell Rifles, composed of law
students and citizens, with University Vice Chancellor P. H.
Mell as captain. The report that it was composed principally
of middle-aged, steady men indicates that the law students
were a minority. Within a month Mell resigned as captain and
was replaced by Thomas U. Camak, reportedly well informed
on military affairs. This company was accepted into Cobb©s
Legion and offered to furnish its recruits a complete uniform,
an unusual thing for military units to do, as an inducement
to fill its ranks before it left for Virginia on September 5.
Dr. Mell delivered the parting oration for this company, which
continued to carry his name. 13
By June W. S. Grady, the Athens merchant and father
of Henry W. Grady, was endeavoring to raise a company
for immediate service in Virginia. Grady©s unit, the Highland
Guard, was composed of men from the Athens area, the im
mediately surrounding counties, and from North Carolina.
Grady had difficulty in securing arms and an acceptance
for immediate service in Georgia. He therefore offered his
company to the governor of North Carolina, who accepted it
as a part of the Twenty-fifth North Carolina Regiment. A
minority of Grady©s men were from Athens and Clarke
County, though the unit was always of interest to Athenians. 14
M. C. M. Hammond, a graduate of West Point and a
former major in the United States Army, endeavored to
raise a regiment in June and July of 1861. He apparently
got some companies pledged but released them in August
because his regiment had not been accepted by the Con
federate authorities. In the meantime, Hammond had been
commissioned a major general in the Third Division of the
Georgia Militia. A militia assignment for a West Point grad
uate and former regular army officer seems strange. Un-
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doubtedly there were other circumstances of a personal or
political nature which operated against Hammond©s military
career. B. W. Rumney of Athens identified as having had
military experience in Texas and Mississippi, announced in
November that he was forming a regiment and requested
companies to join it, but the absence of further comment
leads to the conclusion that the regiment did not materialize.
In October R. S. Taylor of Athens requested certain com
panies for his battalion of Georgia State Troops. By December
he was in the field with the Second Battalion, Second Brigade,
Georgia State Troops, but was in command of the 24th
Regiment of Georgia Militia with headquarters in Athens by
the next June. 15
The two Athenians who were to have the most noted
military careers and were to rise the highest in the military
hierarchy were the Cobb brothers, Howell and Thomas R. R.
Before the Confederate Provisional Congress, of which they
were members and of which Howell was presiding officer, had
ended its life both were raising military units. Howell Cobb,
having decided to raise a regiment, immediately went to
Richmond to secure approval. He was back in Athens by the
end of June with approval of his regiment, the Sixteenth
Georgia, requesting companies to join it. Though Cobb got
no Athens units in his regiment, he did appoint several
Athenians as staff officers, including Dr. R. M. Smith as
regimental surgeon, James Barrow as adjutant, and his sons
Lamar and John A. as aides. The regiment was actually formed
in Virginia in August where Cobb took command. 16
Thomas R. R. Cobb decided to raise a legion, a regi
mental size unit of combined arms. Cobb©s Legion was to
consist of four cavalry companies, four voltigeur (light in
fantry) companies to act with the cavalry, two infantry com
panies, and one artillery company. Approval was secured
in June, and units immediately solicited to make up the
legion. Three of the companies in the legion were Athens
units: Captain Delony©s Georgia Troopers, the Mell Rifles,
and the Troup Artillery.17 With this many Athenians in the
legion, its welfare and activities were of considerable interest
in Athens.
Besides these units, there were two others of a different
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type that caused comment in the summer of 1861. The first
of these was the Davis Life Guard, which paraded on Satur
day afternoon, May 25. It consisted of boys ten ,to twelve
years old who with a nice flag and "juvenile African drum
mers and fifers, and in their pretty uniform presented quite
a martial appearance." In June the Georgia Rangers, boys
fourteen to eighteen, was organized with Randolph Hutchins
as captain. Athens ladies presented the boys with a flag on
June 29, and the Rangers paraded through the principal
streets and were generally admired "especially by the girls."
The Davis Life Guard received no further mention, but the
Georgia Rangers were still around in 1863 when young
Henry W. Grady became a captain. 18
Besides Athens and Clarke County military units, the
activities of those from the northeast Georgia trade area were
followed with interest by Athenians. In the early summer of
1861 the martial spirit seemed quite obvious throughout the
section with the formation of numerous companies. The first
neighboring company to pass through Athens on the way to
the front was the Banks County Guards in late April. T. R. R.
Cobb made the farewell address, and the Athens military
units and a large concourse of citizens escorted the Guards to
the depot. In May the Watchman was sure that a northeast
Georgia regiment was needed to keep neighboring companies
together. 19
The fall of 1861 saw the formation of several companies
for Georgia©s coastal defense. Colonel David C. Barrow, a
militia officer, planned to raise a regiment and requested
Athens area units to join. At least two companies were an
nounced as forming in Watkinsville and two in Athens, but
there is no record of any units leaving Athens for coastal serv
ice in 1861, and certainly Colonel Barrow did not get a
commission from Governor Brown for this service. Neither
was Richard S. Taylor successful in his application to the
governor for arms and equipment for a company he wanted
to raise, though he did get a commission in the Georgia State
Troops. 20
Instances of "supreme patriotism" were noted to encourage
volunteering. One such case was Private Richard Hughes of
the Athens Guards, a seventy-two-year-old veteran of the
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War of 1812 who had two sons in the Guards and one in the
Troup Artillery. Mrs. Hughes was reported to be the only
white member of her household left at home. Despite all the
volunteering and formulation of companies, the Watchman
thought that more would volunteer if the government did
not insist upon service for the duration of the war.21
Civilian objections to the differences in army rank and
pay were obvious in the Watchman editorial of December 4,
which said that "a captain gets about $132 a month lieu
tenants eighty and ninety, and the orderly sergeant, who does
more work than all of them, but $21; and still worse, the
privates, many of whom are in every sense superior to their
officers, but $11 a month! This is all wrong. But we are told
that privates should fight for their country and not for pay.
Should not the officers do so too?"22
By fall there were five Clarke County companies in Con
federate service: the Troup Artillery, the Athens Guards, the
Georgia Troopers, the Clarke County Rifles, and the Mell
Volunteers. There were some thirty to forty Clarke County
men in Captain Grady©s Highland Guard and some thirtyfive in Captain Hill©s company of Georgia Regulars. Clarke
County had furnished, said the Banner, some 500 men in the
units listed, though all these, especially Captain Delony©s
Georgia Troopers, had men from other counties also.23
Once units were raised, their recruiting activities did not
end. Replacements were needed for casualties and resignations.
About six weeks after the Athens Guards left, Lieutenant
D. B. Langston was back trying to secure "a few more re
cruits" to bring the company up to strength. He got about
thirty men in approximately a week before returning to
Virginia. Members of other Athens units were not far behind
the Guards in recruitment. 24
Throughout the war there were officers or non-commis
sioned officers from Athens units back on recruiting duty
frequently. The newspapers usually tried to help by carrying
announcements of visiting recruiters, where they could be
contacted, how many men were needed, and the advantages
of being in a particular unit. In May of 1862 about seventy
new recruits left for Virginia to join the Troup Artillery,
and the Banner commented that many soldiers were volun-
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teering to avoid conscription. Despite this sizable addition to
the Artillery, by November it needed seventy-five additional
recruits.25
The spring of 1862 saw calls for the re-enlistment of state
and Confederate troops as the year for which they had
originally enlisted expired. Governor Brown announced that
he would arm and equip the first thirty companies of seventyeight men who offered themselves for three years or the
duration of the war. By early 1863 the state was conscripting
men for its troops as well as the Confederacy, but few new
units seemed to have been formed in the Athens area.26
Reorganization of units also required more recruits and of
ficers. Thomas R. R. Cobb was in Athens in February, 1862,
to recruit men to bring his legion to its ne\vly authorized
strength of 5,000. He was accompanied by Captain W. G.
Delony whose Georgia Troopers in the Legion was authorized
an additional company to make a cavalry squadron. Recruits
still had to furnish their own horses for which they received
an allowance of forty cents per day. Horses were reported
harder to secure than men during this enlistment period, but
Delony had raised one company by early March when he
received authority to raise a second company. 27 Captain W. S.
Grady was in Athens in April, 1862, having been authorized
to increase his company to a battalion of infantry with service
for the duration of the war. 28
Several Athens units were reported as having re-enlisted
unanimously from the field where they were in service. To
encourage re-enlistments, the Watchman printed a letter of a
wife to her absent soldier husband. "You said . . . that you
would ©go home and consult your ©wife before re-enlisting.©
I say re-enlist and serve your country as long as it needs
you and you are able. I don©t want it to be thrown up to my
children that their father had so little patriotism or courage
as to leave the army when his country so much needed his
services in her defense."29
In February the Confederacy called upon Georgia for an
additional 12,000 men and Governor Brown issued a proclama
tion saying that men would be drafted if enough did not
volunteer. The Athens newspapers put on a recruitment cam
paign, since they felt that a draft would be a blot upon the
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state. A meeting was called at the town hall on February
22 to organize a volunteer company, and Captain John C.
Turner succeeded in enlisting forty to fifty men. If the com
pany were not full in about ten days, the draft would become
operative. u
On March 4 the militia assembled at Watkinsville and
volunteers for active duty were requested. Ninety-two men
stepped forward, only two short of the county©s quota. After
Court Clerk John Calvin Johnson made a patriotic speech,
the number of volunteers was increased to 124. This company,
known as the Johnson Guards, was raised almost entirely on
the Watkinsville side of the Oconee River and therefore in
cluded few Athenians. On the Athens side of the river the
Watchman reported that enough men volunteered to form
another company and to fill vacancies in several existing com
panies. A total of 200 to 250 men from the county entered
military service in a ten-day period. Captain Samuel P.
Lumpkin, his fellow officers, and approximately 110 en
listed men of the Johnson Guards spent Saturday night,
March 7, in Athens, attended the Methodist Church the next
morning where Chancellor Lipscomb preached a special ser
mon, and then left on Monday morning for Camp McDonald
at Griffin.31
Activities of troops from northeast Georgia continued to
be reported, perhaps to encourage Athenians. In February,
a company of volunteers from Habersham County "armed
with pikes" passed through Athens and its armament caused
considerable comment. In one week of March seven com
panies of volunteers from five neighboring counties were in
Athens on their way to the front.32
Though recruitment and reorganization of units continued
to take place throughout the war, the spring of 1862 was by
far the most active period until 1864.
Despite the number volunteering, the Confederate Con
gress passed a conscription law in April, 1862. The Watchman
opposed conscription before the bill was passed but accepted
the law once enacted. But conscription still went against
editor Christy©s states© rights ideas. Lieutenant J. M. Brittain
of Oglethorpe County was appointed enrolling officer for
the Sixth Congressional District under the act and by July
•
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was at the Banner office in Athens every Saturday to handle
exemptions, substitutes, and other such matters. Soon the
Watchman opposed the habit of jeering and laughing at con
scripts, many of whom it was sure were just as loyal as
volunteers. The amendment to the law in September extend
ing the age of conscription from 35 to 45 was violently ob
jected to by the Watchman, which now insisted that the
need of the army was more for equipment than for men. In
September William H. Hull was appointed assistant enrolling
officer and kept office hours in Athens on Thursdays and
Saturdays. Additional news about the operation of the con
script law the appointment of boards, surgeons, etc. to
administer it was constantly noted in the press. 33
Opponents of conscription were given their first en
couragement in September when Judge Thomas W. Thomas
of the Northern Judicial Circuit declared the law uncon
stitutional. Judge Thomas was soon overruled by the Georgia
Supreme Court. About this time Governor Brown began his
well-known argument with the Richmond government about
conscription. Christy personally agreed with Brown on the
matter but urged people to comply with the law once the
Supreme Court had handed down its decision.34 By October,
1862, advertisements for substitutes under the law began to
appear in the newspapers. Volunteering was, of course, still
possible for those not subject to the conscript law or for
people yet enrolled under it.35
All this well documents the concern of Athenians with the
army, but few of them served in the navy. Robert Flournoy,
a son of H. C. Flournoy of Athens, was a cadet at the United
States Naval Academy at Annapolis when the war began.
He resigned, returned to Athens, and joined the Troup Artil
lery as a private. However by July, 1861, he had been ap
pointed a midshipman in the Confederate Navy and had been
promoted to first lieutenant by April of 1862.36
Despite the glamor of active military duty in Virginia and
elsewhere, the need for militia and home guard continued.
Militia officers were elected regularly, and musters were held.
Militia officers, to get full attendance at musters, threatened
to draft into active service all subject to militia duty who

YET WAR WAS IN HIS HEART

45

did not attend drills as prescribed.37 However there is nothing
to indicate that this threat was ever carried out.
In the spring of 1861 there was a call for home guard
units to be formed from men who could not go to war but
who were able to serve locally. The leaving of the Athens
companies for active duty spurred the formation of a home
guard. On April 22, 1861, Fire Company No. 1, at a meeting to
arrange the farewell escort of the Troup Artillery to the
depot, resolved that its members should meet and drill in
military tactics and should offer its services to the intendant
as home guard. All men exempt from military service were
invited to enroll. Contributions were solicited from the town
to defray the military expenses. Because most of the members
of the fire company were mechanics of limited means, the
Watchman thought it only reasonable that additional expenses
should not be charged against members. A home guard com
pany was also reported forming in Watkinsville, and the
Watchman thought that another company should be organized
in Athens.38
In May and early June feminine companies of home guard
were reported as forming at Line Church on the OglethorpeClarke county lines and in Banks County "for the special pro
tection of such unmarried young men in the county who say
they ©cannot conveniently leave home to defend their rights,
liberty, and honor.© "39 The future history of these early WAC
units is unrecorded in the newspapers, which leads to the con
clusion that they saw no active service.
A unit more typical of home guards was the one that
inserted a notice in the papers in August of 1861 that a num
ber of gentlemen of Athens were forming themselves into a
company to learn military tactics. They were to be armed
with rifles and shotguns and were to drill regularly every
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday afternoons at five o©clock in
the rear of Old College. All the ucan©t get aways" were in
vited to join, but little more was heard of this unit for some
time.40
In fact little was heard of any home defense unit in the
Athens area throughout 1861 and 1862. With no immediate
need, the people showed little concern for this branch of serv
ice. The Andrews raid on the Western and Atlantic Railroad
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in April of 1862 only brought forth a letter from ex-Governor
Wilson Lumpkin to the Watchman that a better organization
for home defense was needed.41
It would take sizable numbers of Yankees close enough to
Athens to make real raids upon the town before interest in
home guard would be sufficient to arouse the people or the
government to take action. This was not to come until the
summer of 1863 and is discussed in the last chapter.

ft 4 ft
If I Forget Thee
THE people at home during wartime wives, girl friends,
children, parents, and those "who couldn©t make it to the
front" are always interested in the men away in the army
and want to know how camp life and battle serve them. The
Athens press did an excellent job of keeping the town and
area informed about individual and unit activities. Several com
panies had regular correspondents whose dispatches to the
press kept the homefolk well informed. These letters were
in better form and of more interest to the readers when
soldiers had just left home and before army life had lost its
novelty and excitement. Besides the letters of the regular
correspondents, many private letters also appeared in the
newspapers.
Besides letters, there were soldiers home on furlough, on
recruiting duty, and on sick leave. Proportionately more of
ficers than enlisted men seem to have been recorded as being
in Athens, but officers were undoubtedly better known to the
editors and were more likely to call on them. Mrs. Rosa
Delony once asked her husband Captain Delony of Cobb©s
Legion to get a furlough, "if such a thing can be gotten for a
private," for a man whose wife was dying of consumption in
Athens. 1
Frequently when a soldier was ready to return to his unit,
the newspapers would carry a notice that he would take back
letters and perhaps packages for the men. Some of the return
ing soldiers must have been weighted down, for soldier cor
respondence indicates that the system was used extensively.
An item of great importance in soldier news was informa47
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tion about casualties. Casualty reporting was informal, so ac
counts came from many sources. The most frequent were
letters from an officer or man in the outfit, official reports of
battles, and news items copied from other newspapers. Letters
usually were written immediately after the casualty occurred
and were published upon receipt, but lists from official reports
were frequently delayed six weeks to two months. Besides
battle wounds there was much sickness in army camps. Soldiers
who required a long convalescence were allowed to return
home for recuperation, but this was up to the individual and
not the responsibility of the army. Some Athenians went to the
front to bring back ill or wounded members of their families,
but many soldiers arrived in Athens entirely on their own
and hardly able physically to travel.
In July, 1862, Dr. N. W. Prigdeon announced that having
laid by his crops, he was prepared to go to Richmond to bring
back sick and wounded soldiers or the bodies of the deceased.
He would make no charge but would expect his expenses to
be paid. Nothing has been found to indicate that Athenians
made use of his offer.2
Casualty reporting in 1861 was confined to five deaths, all
apparently caused by disease. The first soldier©s body to be
returned to Athens for burial was that of John W. Tenney,
eighteen years of age and a member of the Athens Guards.
The body reached Athens late in July from the hospital in
Virginia where Tenney had died. The first recorded Troup
Artillery casualty was John A. Parks, who died in Virginia in
August. In late September the body of Captain Isaac S.
Vincent of the Clarke County Rifles arrived in Athens from
Yorktown, Virginia, before any notification of his death had
been received. Vincent had commanded a company in the
Creek War in 1836 and had been a member of the state
legislature and sheriff of the county. The other two deaths of
1861 were M. V. Anderson, of the Georgia Troopers, and
Alonzo C. Newton, of the Mell Volunteers.3
The first battle casualties reported in the Watchman of
May 7, 1862, were from the Clarke County Rifles in an action
at South Mills, North Carolina, on April 19. William Loring
was killed, four men were wounded, and one was missing.
On June 6 eight deaths from disease in the Mell Volunteers
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were reported. About twenty men from Athens and the im
mediate vicinity were reported killed in action in July, and
after that, the occurrence of battle deaths and injuries con
tinued to be fairly common, making war much more real to
many Athenians.4
Heavy casualties from local units always caused special
concern. One civilian viewpoint on battle losses was voiced
after the Battle of Crampton©s Gap in Virginia, September 14,
1862, in which Howell Cobb©s brigade suffered severely. The
Watchman said that General McLaws might be able to justify
sending so small a force to meet 15,000 men, "but it looks to us
like nothing short of absolute butchery." In this battle ten to
fifteen Athenians were killed and at least twice that number
were wounded. 5 The battle of Sharpsburg, following only
three days later, brought still more casualties to Athenians. A
recapitulation of deaths in the Athens Guards and Clarke
County Rifles made for the period May-November, 1862,
showed eleven killed in action and twenty-five who had died
of other causes.6
The death to receive most notice in Athens was that of
Thomas R. R. Cobb at the Battle of Fredericksburg in De
cember, 1862. News of his death on December 13 arrived in
Athens the next day and the body reached home on December
18. On December 17 the newspapers announced the death
in black-bordered columns. Both papers heaped praises upon
the dead hero, and the Banner said, "We have never before
seen such deep and universal sadness settle upon the town."
A public meeting was called by the intendant to consider
proper funeral, and a committee of Henry Hull, Jr., S.
Thomas, Wm. L. Mitchell. Y. L. G. Harris, and M. Stanley
was appointed at this meeting to make the actual arrangements.
A large number of Athenians met the train bearing Cobb©s
remains at the depot on December 18 and escorted them to the
Cobb residence on Prince Avenue. The funeral took place
at the Presbyterian Church, where Cobb had been an im
portant layman, on Friday, December 19, at ten o©clock. The
services were conducted by the pastor, Dr. Nathan Hoyt,
assisted by Rev. M. Scott of the Methodist Church and Rev.
R. K. Porter, chaplain to Cobb©s Legion. The funeral exer
cises "were grand and solemn, and mournfully interesting,"
said the Watchman. After the services in the church the pro-
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cession formed in the following order: clergy; hearse; pall
bearers on foot; family and relatives; military escort of of
ficers and men who had served under Cobb; other officers and
soldiers of the Confederacy; lawyers, justices of the inferior
court, and county officers; committee of arrangements; faculty
and trustees of the University, including the president and
professors of the University High School; trustees, principal,
and instructors of Lucy Cobb Institute; intendant, wardens,
and town authorities; the Masonic fraternity; the Athens Fire
Company; citizens on foot; citizens in carriages.
"Never before in the history of our town," said the
Watchman, "was such a funeral procession seen. All the
citizens, old and young, male and female, black and whiteaged sires and matrons and prattling children all, all fol
lowed the honored remains of the Christian hero to their last
resting place. All were anxious to testify their respect for the
remains of him whom a nation mourns and never did any
community more sincerely mourn the loss of any citizen." The
newspapers gave much space to accounts of the death, the
trip to Athens, and the funeral. They published for several
weeks tributes of respect, memorial poems, and other ex
pressions of sorrow and respect. Both papers memorialized the
anniversary of the death in 1863 and 1864.7
During February, 1863, Professor W. T. Brantly published
in both newspapers tributes to four valedictorians of Franklin
College Capt. J. F. Cooper, Col. T. L. Cooper, Gen. T. R. R.
Cobb, and Col. G. A. Bull who had fallen in the war. An
obituary of Professor W. D. Wash wras adopted at a called
meeting of the University faculty, from which Wash had
resigned in 1861 to enter military service. He had been cap
tured and imprisoned at Camp Butler, Illinois, where he died
on March 27, 1863.8
Throughout 1863 and 1864 the roster of deaths and in
juries of Athenians in Virginia followed the well-known
battles fought there. Deaths also occurred in other parts of
the Confederacy where Athenians saw service. The number of
returned bodies became larger, more graves \vere dug in
Oconee Hill Cemetery, and more sorrowing processions made
their way to this peaceful hillside overlooking the river.
The total casualty picture can be shown best by the ac
companying chart and its explanations.

CLARKE COUNTY CASUALTIES
Total
Athens Guards3
Troup Artillery 3
Clarke Riflesb
Johnson Guardsb
Cobb©s Legion Cavalry c
Mell Rifles 1
Highland Guards©1
Others 6
Totals
Factory Guards*
Lumpkin Artillery*
Grand Total

143
287
150
145
316
136
136
75
1388
110
151
1649

Death s
Battle
Disease
30
15
28
27
30
31
15
20
196
1

30
34
35
19
30
25
9
18
210
4

Acci
dental

3
1
4

Wounded
63
59
77
69
28
42
23
28
361
3

Dis
charged
27
10
1
20
18
3
2
1
82

Captured

Deserted

Miss
ing

6
5
30
11
11
7
71
1

Resigned
Retired
1
2

6
3

1

2

1
6

1

9

10

5

1

197
214
4
364
82
71
9
10
5
a Made up almost entirely of Athenians.
bMade up almost entirely of Clarke Countians on Watkinsville side of river.
Made up of Athenians, Clarke Countians, and some people from other counties.
dMade up of Clarke Countians, nearby counties, and North Carolinians.
e Clarke Countians who belonged to some other military unit.
f Home Guard units.
Source: This compilation was made for me by Joseph H. Kitchens, Jr.; the sources are the Watchman and the Banner, 18611865, and a manuscript volume in the University of Georgia General Library: "Roster of Companies Furnished by Clarke County,
Georgia, to the Confederate Army in the War Between the States, 1861-1865," compiled by Albert L. Mitchell by the authority
of T. P. Vincent, W. H. Morton, and S. M. Herrington, County Commissioners, 1903.
The figures are subject to error in two ways. It is quite possible that there were casualties which were not included in the
newspapers or in the compilation. It is also possible that from both sources there are people listed who belonged to the Clarke
County units but who were not Clarke County residents. This is especially likely to have happened in the three units not com
posed primarily of Clarke countians.
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Not all soldiers had to be dead or ill to be honored. In
October of 1863 T. M. Daniel proposed to publish a "Roll
of Honor" of people in the army from Clarke County. He
asked all to send in names, dates of entry into service, and
subsequent history of individuals in the service. Apparently
this Roll of Honor was never published. The Banner did pub
lish in April and May of 1864 a history of the Troup Artillery,
from its organization to that time, "by a Member of the
Company."9 No such extended history of any other Athens
military unit was published, but much information was con
tained in letters published in the papers.
By the summer of 1862 Athenians became aware, if they
did not already know it, that not all Confederate soldiers
were anxious to repel the invaders. On July 30 the Banner
carried the first advertisement for military deserters. Hence
forth, such advertisements were fairly frequent and the lists
of deserters lengthened. The standard reward offered for the
return of absentees was thirty dollars each. Most of the de
serters listed were from counties to the north of Athens,
but by the end of the war a sprinkling of Clarke county
residents were included. The serious conditions created in a
few North Georgia counties by deserters and draft dodgers
were described graphically in the Athens newspapers. No
such conditions existed in Clarke County. 10
As soon as there were soldiers from Athens, there were
efforts to secure public help for the military units and the
families of poor soldiers. The early efforts were all voluntary
and soon inadequate. The first recorded public aid was a
collection taken up at the Presbyterian Church on April 14
for the Athens volunteers. Only $100 was realized, but the
Banner was sure that the endorsement of the church for the
cause of Southern independence was more important than
the amount of money collected. Late in April Dr. R. D. Moore
offered free medical service to any Athens family the head
of which had gone to the army. The Watchman on May 1
told about a slave©s contributing to funds raised to aid the
volunteer companies, remarking "that he was always ready to
help Southern men who would fight for Southern princi
ples!" 11 This sentiment brought forth a spirited statement
from the editor about "poor, deluded fanatics of the North"
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who could not understand the slave-master relationship. How
many special collections there were in April it is impossible
to say, since many of these received only indirect newspaper
mention.
But more concerted and better organized action was need
ed, so a mass meeting was called for the town hall on May 1
at which Intendant F. W. Adams presided and editor James A.
Sledge served as secretary. This meeting decided to secure
pledges from people who would agree to pay one dollar
initially and fifty cents per month. A committee of prominent
citizens was appointed to secure the signatures and the
churches were asked to co-operate. No record of the work
ings of this system have been found, but it was soon sup
planted. 12
The first governmental action was taken on June 4 when
the inferior court of the county authorized the issuance of
$5,000 in bonds to equip volunteer companies of the county
and for the support of the families of absent volunteers who
were in need. Additional bonds totaling $412.15 were to be
issued to reimburse Athenians who had contributed towards
the support of volunteer©s families and for supplies furnished
to the Troup Artillery and the Athens Guards. In voicing
editorial approval, the Watchman said that voluntary con
tributions were not good because the burden was placed on
the generous, whereas the new arrangement compelled all to
pay according to their ability. 13
By July twenty-five soldiers© families were receiving from
$5 to $25 per month each from the county. This number
continued to grow until by May of 1862 the number for the
county was 116 families. In 1862 the county began to tax
for this purpose as well as to issue bonds, some of which
had not sold very well. By April of 1863 the number of
families had increased to 110 for Athens and 119 for the rest
of the county, and food was also bought by the county for
distribution because of scarcity and the high prices by this
time. In mid-1863, state funds loomed larger in Clarke County
soldier relief operations, but no record has been found of
state funds received by the county before July of 1863.
Sometimes state funds were not received when due and the
county advanced the funds to keep up the monthly payments.
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The inferior court records are full of the names of people
who were added to the list as more and more families be
came indigent with increased prices and more economic dis
location after mid-1863. 14
Private relief was never entirely superseded by govern
mental action. Cloth and clothing were in short supply as
the war progressed, and the Athens cotton factories by the
fall of 1862 began a practice which they continued through
out the war selling yarn (called thread) to soldier©s families
at cheaper than market rates. In October, 1862, John
White, the proprietor of the Georgia Factory, made thread
available in Clarke and surrounding counties to soldiers©
families at $2.50 per bunch, reportedly half of what it brought
on the open market. All the Athens mills and the one at
High Shoals on the Walton County line and at Scull Shoals
on the Greene County line participated in this form of aid to
soldiers© families. In July, 1863, the Athens Manufacturing
Company gave to the family of each Athens soldier one
bunch of spun yarn, but the usual practice was to sell it at a
reduced rate. 15
Food contributions were made from time to time by
wealthy citizens or planters. The first such contributions
noted in the press were fifty bushels of corn given by Col.
R. S. Taylor and money to purchase fifty bushels by Dr. R. H.
Henderson in June of 1863. Several other sizable donations
were noted, but the largest amount given by any one person
was the 2,000 pounds of flour in July, 1863, and the 200
bushels of corn in October, 1864, by Henry Hull, Jr. Despite
public and private help, the newspapers in the fall of 1863
and 1864 were sure that there would be suffering among the
poor if more food was not made available during the winter.
The Watchman pointed out in the summer of 1863 that the
county relief allowance would purchase less than a peck of
meal per person per week, whereas the usual allowance to
slaves was a peck of meal per week plus bacon. By the winter
of 1863 the cost of wood was a matter of concern to town
poor, but no specific action was taken about it. Beginning
in 1862 salt was made available by the state in small amounts
to soldiers© families at considerably below the market price. 16
Besides aid to soldiers© families, items of unit and in-
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dividual supply were provided by the city and county govern
ment for troops and units from Athens. At a called meeting the
Athens City Council on April 16, 1861, voted to appropriate
$200 to the Athens Guards, the Troup Artillery, the Oconee
Cavalry, and any other companies to be formed in the city.
Capt. Grady was voted $75, a minority of his unit being
made up of Athenians. The money was to be paid when a
company accepted orders to march to the seat of war. The
town treasury being empty, bonds were issued for the first
three units, and an additional tax was levied for 1861. Each in
surance company in Athens also contributed $250 to both the
Troup Artillery and the Athens Guards. Such contributions
were made only once to each unit, but they were helpful in se
curing unit equipment for a company just ordered into the
field.17
But initial supply to Athens units did not mean that the
interest of the city and county was ended far from it. As
early as September of 1861 Mr. Williams of the Express
Company proposed to contribute two blankets and asked
other Athenians to do likewise so that they could be sent,
express free, to Athens soldiers in western Virginia. The
Watchman thought that Athens should send two to three
hundred instead of the one hundred that Williams suggested.
That fall and winter and throughout the war, such appeals
continued to appear in the newspapers and to be met by
Athenians. Cloth was either given by the cotton mills or sold
at reduced rates when it was to be used to make clothing for
soldiers. 18
Socks and shoes were two items in constant demand. As
early as June of 1861, I. M. Kenney, an Athens merchant,
was advertising for 500 pairs of woolen socks for army use.
Kenney continued his advertisements throughout the war; a
part of the time at least he was acting for the Georgia Relief
and Hospital Association. In December, 1862, Ira R. Foster,
Quartermaster General for the State of Georgia, appealed
to every woman in the state to send him a pair of socks
for the army. Court Clerk John Calvin Johnson acted as
the quartermaster©s agent for Clarke County in collecting
the socks and in urging the women to respond-, and in Athens
Kenney was Johnson©s deputy. By February Johnson reported
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that he had forwarded 420 pairs, had on hand over fifty
pairs, and was still hoping for his original request of 1,000
pairs. Such activities continued until the end of the war. 19
The organization that did the most to aid Athens soldiers
was the Ladies Aid Society, variously called the Soldiers© Aid
Society, the Volunteer Aid Society, and the Aid Society.20
The ladies of the town began to function when the first
companies left for military duty by helping the men get their
clothing in order, serving farewell suppers, and similar duties.
These services were not not rendered without difficulties;
for example, when the Georgia Troopers left Athens in midAugust of 1861, 300 pounds of ham and 500 pounds of
biscuits were needed to feed the traveling soldiers. Each house
hold in the Milledge Avenue area was asked to contribute
one cooked ham and ten pounds of flour baked into biscuits.
Mrs. Howell Cobb was requesting the food on the day of
departure when Capt. Delony met her to say that the de
parture had been delayed for two days, so the requests
were stopped for the time. But later in the afternoon Delony
told Mrs. Cobb that food was needed for supper, so she set
out again to secure enough. "Subject to change without
notice," has ever been the prerogative of the military.21
But the ladies did not stop once the men had left Athens.
Apparently the Ladies Aid Society was formally organized
on June 10 at the town hall. The president was Mrs. L. P.
Franklin; vice-president, Mrs. P. Stovall; secretary and treas
urer, Mrs. A. A. Lipscomb; and directresses were from each
ward of Athens and from Watkinsville. In 1862, Mrs. Laura
Rutherford became president and Miss Paulina Thomas sec
retary, a position she apparently kept throughout the life of
the Society. Most of the prominent women of Athens were
members, as well as many others. In its early months, the
Society often had addresses at its meetings. The news brought
by Young L. G. Harris that the inferior court had appropriated
$15,000 to clothe the volunteers must have been received with
a great deal more interest than the oratory of Dr. Mell,
Howell Cobb, and others. 22
The Society developed a method of operation before the
end of the summer of 1861 that continued throughout the
war. The county bought the cloth and had the uniforms cut
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by Athens tailors. Then the cloth was distributed to members
of the Society, who actually made the garments at no cost
to the county. Finished garments were marked with the
name of the soldier for whom they had been made the
society kept individual patterns for each Athens soldierbefore being sent to the army. Each Clarke County soldier
was allowed one suit and other needed clothing upon entry into
service. Thereafter, each man was allowed $50 a year by the
county for clothing, which would furnish him at least two
suits per year plus shirts, drawers, etc. In 1862, the county
figured that a suit cost from $15 to $20. Summer and winter
clothing was prepared by the Society sufficiently in advance
to reach the men when needed.23
When the county initially began to pay costs of soldier
clothing, it allowed people who desired to reclaim their
contributions to the Society, but apparently most did not do
this. 24 The Society continually appealed for contributions of
blankets, shoes, socks, clothing, and money to supplement
county and state contributions. During the latter years of the
war, contributions were regularly published in the newspapers
and ranged from one pair of socks to several hundred dollars
per donor. The cotton mills sometimes contributed cloth or
sold it at the government rate, considerably less than the
market rate.
The Society had special days on which the ladies gathered
to sew and have a social occasion as well. Not only did the
ladies sew for Athens soldiers, but for others upon some
special appeals. In January, 1863, the Society prepared com
forts for John H. Morgan©s men, who were reported as sleep
ing on the ground. Even men helped in this and other rush
jobs. Hospital supplies and even provisions were asked for at
times.25
The Society raised money in various ways to supplement
the contributions. It sponsored entertainments and speeches.
In March of 1864 Gen. Howell Cobb made a speech which
was credited by several with bringing in $1,300 or more,
$1,100 and ten bunches of factory thread being contributed
by men at Cook and Brother Armory. In April, Miss Paulina
Thomas, secretary and treasurer, acknowledged $550 as the
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proceeds of a tableau and $180 from the teachers and pupils
of the University High School.26
The amount of contributions and work done varied, but
the report for the period June 16, 1863, through January 30,
1864, is typical. During this period the Society received 64
shirts, 65 drawers, 5 pants, 5 coats and jackets, 384 socks,
106 carpet blankets, and 120 comforts. In the same period it
contributed 133 shirts, 114 drawers, 132 socks, 81 blankets,
22 suits, a few miscellaneous garments, 120 testaments, and 110
hymn books to three Athens units, four non-Athens units,
and miscellaneous soldiers.27
These contributions to soldiers brought forth numerous
resolutions and letters of thanks and sometimes gifts to the
ladies, like the oysters sent by the Athens Guards from Vir
ginia at Christmas in 1861. That August the Society sent a
box of fruit and a letter of thanks to the Sisters of Mercy
Hospital in Portsmouth, Virginia, in appreciation for what the
Sisters had done for wounded Athens soldiers. The Sisters
replied that they had only done their duty and were sure that
Athens ladies would have done as much had the opportunity
offered.28
In addition to its work for soldiers, the Ladies Aid Society
wrote letters of encouragement to Athens units in the field
and made special collections, such as the $749.50 raised for
sufferers in Fredericksburg, Virginia, after it was damaged
in battle, and the $542 collected for the widow and children
of Gen. Albert Sidney Johnson after his death.29
Besides the contributions through the Ladies Aid Society,
almost every family received requests from its own members
who were absent in the army. Shoes, clothing of all sorts,
food, medicines, and innumerable other items were asked for.
But families usually take care of their own, so this requires
no special comment. Of course, contributions were often
limited by the financial means of the family, but middle-class
Athenians seem to have been able to fulfil the desires of their
soldiers adequately. For many of the poor this was undoubted
ly not true.
Money to aid soldiers was raised through public entertain
ments. There were musicales, tableaux, plays, speeches, and
the like. Dr. Wurm and the students from Lucy Cobb gave
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several concerts; military bands were a favorite; and the ladies
frequently put on tableaux, one of which was billed as
"Living Pictures." Sometimes the money was given to a
specific unit, sometimes to the Ladies Aid Society, sometimes
to the Georgia Relief and Hospital Association, sometimes to
the Wayside Home in Union Point or in Athens, and some
times no special recipient was noted. Thomas R. R. Cobb
acknowledged the proceeds of a Lucy Cobb concert in
November, 1861, and said that the money had been sent to
the sick in his legion in Richmond hospitals to buy things
they wanted. Dr. Wurm had raffled off a "spendid piece of
embroidery" and Mrs. Wurm had sent along nine pairs of
socks, six comforts, a bundle of linen, and three pairs of woolen
shoes for the sick. A late 1861 soldier benefit concert by
Negro musicians caused editor Christy to ask, "What do the
invaders of the soil think of this?" Usual proceeds from benefit
entertainments ranged from $100 to $200, but sometimes went
as high as $400.30
The concert which caused the most unfavorable comment
was one put on in May of 1863 by the "Dixie Family," "a
seedy looking man, two women, and an impertinent boy,"
who arrived in town and announced a "Grand Concert," a
part of the proceeds of which would go to the Ladies Aid
Society. Four local Negro musicians were declared the best
part of what the R aimer called a horrid program. "Any three
Negroes in Athens can get up a better entertainment in an
hour©s notice" than the visitors did. The Banner suggested
that the group must have taken in $200, and it left town with
the whole amount, nothing going to the soldiers.31
A military dress ball was put on at the Lumpkin House
on December 24, 1863, with tickets at $10 for the benefit
of the Wayside Home. Dr. Lipscomb lectured on various
topics, and Rev. C. W. Howard came to Athens to lecture
on "Women of the Second Revolution" in 1864.32
In March, 1862, the ladies of Athens, like ladies in many
other parts of Georgia, organized to collect funds for the
purchase of a gunboat to be used in the defense of the Georgia
coast under the command of Commodore Josiah Tatnall.
Henry Hull, Jr., president of the State Bank, Stevens Thomas,
president of the Bank of Athens, editor John H. Christy of
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the Watchman, and editor James A. Sledge of the Banner were
requested to act as a committee to receive and transmit the
funds. During the first two weeks more than $900 was col
lected, but funds came in much slower after this. Ladies in
the surrounding counties and Athens schools took up collec
tions as well. By mid-June, $1866 had been collected in north
east Georgia. A floating battery of ten guns, the gift of Geor
gia©s ladies, was reported finished and at the Exchange Dock
in Savannah for inspection on July 14 and 15. The guns were
named for the cities and counties that contributed the largest
amounts Augusta, Savannah, Macon, Columbus, Athens,
Griffin, Wilkes, Milledgeville, Thomasville, and Sumter. 33
No sooner had the war begun than soldiers began to re
turn to Athens or to pass through on their way to the counties
of northeast Georgia. It was obvious that some indication of
appreciation for what these men were doing was necessary,
especially for the sick and wounded and the poor. One of the
first recorded instances of expression of appreciation to soldiers
was the Christmas dinner given by William H. Dorsey in 1861
for all soldiers at home on furlough. After the fine dinner
George, the barber, gathered a brass band and serenaded
Capt. Dorsey.34
A matter of continuing concern to some Athenians was
the fact that there was no free transportation for soldiers from
the depot on Carr©s Hill into the city. In June of 1862, Dr.
Hoyt made some feeling remarks about this in a sermon, and
a subscription was taken up to pay for soldier transportation.
A year later the Banner told of a gentleman who had left
some money to begin a subscription to buy a team and wagon
to transport soldiers from the depot to town. Still a year
later, June, 1864, it was reported that boys and Negroes rode
to and from the depot, while soldiers who had lost a limb
in the service of their country had to hobble on their crutches.
This was a situation the Watchman thought should be cor
rected. It was December, 1864, before this problem was finally
settled. Williams Rutherford took the matter up with the
Athens post quartermaster, who could not furnish a vehicle
but could supply a driver and team. So Rutherford collected
$725 with which he bought a wagon to haul soldiers to and
from the depot.35
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By June, 1862, there were enough sick and disabled soldiers
passing through to prompt some citizens to begin doing things
for their comfort while they were in Athens. Some soldiers
might have to wait for several days to secure transportation
to their homes. A collection was begun, but no results have
been discovered. The next month, the Banner published an
unsigned letter from a soldier who said he had received many
kindnesses while ill in Athens. He especially singled out J. J.
McAllister, proprietor of the Athens Hotel, where apparently
the man had stayed while in Athens. McAllister continued
his aid to sick and wounded soldiers. One of Athens most
touching cases is that of Moses E. Roberts, a Franklin County
soldier who died at McAllister©s on May 14, 1864. Roberts
arrived in Athens too weak to proceed further and remained
at McAllister©s a week before his death. His mother walked
the thirty-five miles from her home to Athens, "being unable
to procure a conveyance," and reached Athens only a short
time before her son©s death. Mrs. Roberts, who had lost her
husband and three sons in the war, set out on her return
trip before the burial of her son©s body because she had another
son at home who was not expected to live.36
Chief Justice Joseph H. Lumpkin, an Athenian, gave
$1,000 of his salary to defray traveling expenses of indigent,
sick, and disabled soldiers in June of 1862. On November 19,
1864, Companies C and H of Cobb©s Legion Cavalry thanked
Major Benjamin C. Yancey, of Athens, for $100 to pay their
way back to their command in Virginia. Dr. Lipscomb was
thanked for use of his rooms at the college and a fine supper
and breakfast before the soldiers left Athens.37
A wayside home was established in Union Point in
the fall of 1862 to care for soldiers in transit. Athenians made
contributions to this home, where soldiers often had to wait
twelve to fifteen hours before securing a train to Athens.
The express company transported contributions of food and
supplies from Athens to the home free of charge. Just when a
wayside home was established at Athens in Old College is
not entirely clear. It may have been as early as the fall of
1862, but it certainly existed in the summer of 1863. Ellison
D. Stone operated the home, which was supported by volun
tary contributions. The Ladies Aid Society collected funds for
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it; and gifts, food, money, cloth, and wood were sought from
individuals. From late 1863 through April, 1865, the press
published weekly a list of contributors to the Wayside Home.
Contributions were fairly steady throughout 1864 and early
1865 but fell off considerably just at the end of the war.38
On September 1, 1861, the Georgia Relief and Hospital
Association was brought to the attention of Athenians by
an address at the Presbyterian Church by the Reverend J. O.
Clark. Some $1900 was subscribed, including $500 already
raised by Henry Hull, Jr. At a meeting in Watkinsville on
September 9, between $500 and $600, cloth and clothing,
cotton, wheat, and other commodities were subscribed. Cer
tainly there were future contributions, though no record has
been discovered. In September, Mrs. Letitia McLean left
Athens under the auspicies of the Association, to nurse sick
and wounded Georgians in Richmond.39
The next July four prominent Athenians Dr. Joseph B.
Carlton, William King, Rev. Joseph S. Key, and Young L. G.
Harris went to Richmond "to nurse wounded soldiers."
Since Key and Harris were back within two weeks and
the other two soon thereafter, "nurse" is hardly the correct
term. They evidently went to visit and check on conditions.
Mr. Key gave a "glowing account" at the Methodist Church
of how the people in Virginia and North Carolina adminis
tered to wounded soldiers in hospitals along the wayside and
asked Athenians if they were doing their duty in this respect.
Surgeon James Camak of Athens was sent by the state govern
ment to Richmond in late 1864 to look after the needs of
Georgia soldiers and worked especially among returned
prisoners of war.40
In the summer of 1864 some 3,000 wounded soldiers were
reported in Atlanta hospitals, and Athenians were asked to
contribute vegetables, bandages and old linen, and clothing
for a box that would be sent to Atlanta every Wednesday.
By late 1863, military hospitals were being established in
north Georgia, and in November Dr. H. P. Riden of a hospital
in Bartow County was in Athens to purchase wines, jellies,
pickles, condiments, medicinal herbs, and other supplies for
use in this hospital. The Ladies Aid Society was soon collect-
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ing hospital stores for the same purpose, an activity it con
tinued to the end of the war.41
Athens and Clarke County gave every indication of hav
ing been concerned for the welfare of the soldiers who left
the area and seemed to have done a great deal to clothe,
feed, and supply them with things which would make their
army service more pleasant. Its care of their families at home
was certainly calculated to improve morale and lessen de
sertion. The town©s people, especially the ladies, seem to have
done what they could for soldiers from other places who
were passing through Athens or stationed nearby. Perhaps
Athenians were better equipped by their location, wealth, and
education to aid their soldiers than were people in many
areas. Except for transportation between the depot and town,
Athenians took the initiative and did what needed to be done
before some outside agency brought the need to their at
tention.

Man: A Political Animal
ALTHOUGH war made for some difference in local govern
ment, it did not necessitate major changes in the activity or
methods of operation of the Athens city or Clarke County
government. The Athens City Council, composed of the
intendant and seven wardens, met regularly once a month
in addition to frequent call meetings. City elections were
held on the first Saturday in January for intendant, wardens
from three wards, clerk of council who also acted as treasurer,
marshal, and deputy marshal. F. W. Adams, the intendant
elected in 1861, resigned on October 5, and Warden Sidney C.
Reese was elected by the council for the rest of the year.
Reese remained intendant for the rest of the war. The only
city officials to keep their positions for the entire war were
Clerk of Council William H. Dorsey, Marshal B. B. Moon,
and Warden William S. Hemphill from the third ward. Capt.
Dorsey, also Athens© autioneer, was apparently a careful of
ficial and was well liked by Athens officials and townspeople.
Only once, on December 22, 1862, did a council committee
report errors and omissions in his records; and the committee
expressed surprise at these errors. William Shirley was deputy
marshal from 1862 through 1865. Wardens who held office for
most of the war years were James T. Sansom and H. C.
Flournoy, both of whom sponsored numerous matters before
the council. Flournoy was also clerk of the market for three
years and inspector of liquors for 1863, the only year that
office existed. The deputy marshal was apparently the streetlamp lighter except for 1862, when the council selected
another for the job. Before 1864 the marshal, deputy marshal,
64

MAN: A POLITICAL ANIMAL

65

and night watchman apparently were the only peace officers
of the city. In 1864 there were seven city police and in 1865,
five. They were used mainly to patrol the city at night and
to discourage robberies, which tended to become more fre
quent because of war shortages. 1
Pay of most city officials indicates that their jobs were
part-time. The intendant and clerk of council were paid $400
and $450 respectively in 1861, $600 and $400 in 1862, $600
each in 1863, $900 each in 1864, and $100 per month each in
1865. The marshal©s and deputy marshal©s salaries began at
$450 each in 1861 and had been increased to $1400 each in
1864 and $200 per month in 1865. The decreasing value of
Confederate money was responsible for the increased salaries.
The city attorney, elected by the council, was paid about $ 100
per year. In 1861 and 1862 the lamp lighter was paid $75.
The clerk of the council was allowed a percentage of the
taxes he collected, 3 per cent being the most common figure.
Besides payment to the city officials, the council usually voted
from $50 to $75 annually to the fire company and $25 to
the hook and ladder company. In 1865, $500 was voted to
Fire Company No. 1, the only unit to get funds from the
council. 2
Early in the year, the intendant appointed the standing
committees of the council; special committees were appointed
as needed. A newly installed council might order the town©s
ordinances to be codified and a hundred copies printed for
official use. At the end of the year, committees were ap
pointed to audit the books of the clerk of the council and
the treasurer. Minutes of council meetings and monthly re
ports of the treasurer were ordinarily published in the news
papers within a week or ten days after the meeting.
An important early year activity of the intendant and
council was the granting of licenses to sell liquor, keep billiard
tables, engage in draying, act as auctioneer, etc. In 1861 a
retail liquor license cost $150, a quart license $100, and a
gallon license $50. By 1865 the prices were $500, $250, $100,
and $50 for a barrel license. Billiard table licenses increased
from $75 per table to $250. Auction licenses increased from
$25 to $100. The number of liquor licenses issued varied
from six to twelve a year. There was usually one billiard
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table license. Rates for drays and hacks varied with the num
ber of horses and were usually less than $10 until 1865. In
fact, all licenses were reduced from the 1861 cost for 1862
and 1863, so that the great increase came only in 1865.3
City income was not greatly affected by the war except
for the change in the value of money. The main sources of
income were property taxes, license fees, fees for allowing
Negroes to live off the lots of their owners or guardians,
and fines imposed by the intendant©s court. Fees from the
market and miscellaneous items added little to the city©s wealth.
Income and expenditure for the war years follow:
No. of months
for which
figures available
1861
1862
1863
1864
1865 (Jan.-Apr.)

12
11
12
9
4

Income

$ 6,254.47
6,439.23
11,300.00
Taxes 10,267.53
total 11,358.19
8,622.81

Expenditure

$ 5,304.67
6,183.97
8,737.12 (10 months
12,190.60 (8 month;
5,134.65 (3 months!

When in 1863 the state proposed to levy an income tax,
both Athens newspapers and many Clarke Countians approved.
Undoubtedly, some of the approval stemmed from the desire
of people to get more money for aid to soldiers and soldiers©
families from state sources and thus to decrease the local tax
burden. A public meeting was held at the court house in
Watkinsville on March 23, 1863, to consider the proposed in
come tax. Those attending the meeting favored the tax, sug
gested that business profits should be investigated and regu
lated in the public interest, and thought that both the state
and Confederate governments should act to reduce the amount
of currency in circulation and thus control inflation. 5
Another item of January business for the city council
was the granting of licenses for free Negroes and slaves to
live off the premises of their guardians or owners. There were
usually objections that this was too common a practice, but
licenses were always granted at prices that varied considerably
for no obvious reason. Undoubtedly, some were set high to
discourage the practice.
A typical council meeting would open with the minutes
of the last meeting and reports of the marshal, treasurer,
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and other city officials. One matter of concern was keeping
the streets in order and free from encroachments by fences.
Orders to replace culverts and perform other street repairs
were common. There seemed to be no street maintenance force,
as repairs were handled by contract. If an individual was re
sponsible for an obstruction or damage, he was ordered to
correct the matter at his own expense. There were frequent
disputes about lines between lots and between lots and the
street. Control of Negroes and the town market was fre
quently considered at council meetings. Repair of city prop
erty the town hall, the market, the fire houses and equip
ment, the town spring, and the cisterns occurred often. The
town magazine, located near the old cemetery, was usually
leased to some mercantile company for the year but was
available to anyone who had powder to be stored.
The lighting of public buildings and streets by gas re
quired the council©s attention in 1861 and 1862. The town
hall was lighted with gas in February of 1861, and the engine
house of the fire department was ordered lighted both in
November and the following February. Additional street
lights were put up from time to time, including one in front
of each church lighted with gas. G
The town owned a mule which had to be stabled and cared
for on contract, usually with Marshal B. B. Moon. A Negro
man was hired from Thomas R. R. Cobb or his widow to
drive the mule, usually for $130 to $200 a year, the lessee
having to feed and clothe the man. Some years the man was
voted a reward of from $10 to $30 for his faithful services.
Frequently special council meetings were called to grant
a few licenses or to take care of matters of equal importance.
"Business as usual" was the ordinary activity of the council.
When military units went off to war, special funds were
voted to them; and in the last two years of the war relief
measures, regulations of food selling, increased police pro
tection, and the like all showed the effect of the war on life
in Athens not very great so far as the city government was
concerned.
The intendant usually led the council, and there was little
disagreement between him and the wardens. Occasionally
there were divisions of importance within the council, but
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the place of the intendant in these is not obvious. Athens was
small enough for most such differences to be settled per
sonally, so that they did not get into the official records.
Besides his position as chief executive and presiding officer
of the council, the intendent also presided over the city court,
which met on Monday mornings to try offenders against the
town ordinances. This was essentially a police court and does
not seem to have been overburdened with business, though
many ordinances provided fines for whites, and sometimes
fines as well as whippings for Negroes.
The Athens Fire Department was manned by volunteers
who joined the fire companies and paid dues as members.
The city employed a part-time chief engineer and two assistants
to oversee the equipment and the actual fighting of fires.
The engineers© jobs must have been rather thankless ones
and poorly compensated, for there were frequent resigna
tions and sometimes difficulty in filling vacancies. The en
gineer and assistant engineers must have constituted a con
trolling board, since they were leading citizens. Reuben
Nicholson was elected by the intendant and council as the
first assistant engineer in November of 1860 and advanced
to chief engineer the next November. He held the job for
the remainder of the war years. Other leading citizens who
were assistant engineers were R. L. Moss, James Camak, John
C. Turner, A. M. Wyng, and William H. Dorsey.
There had been two fire companies and a hook and ladder
company, but the second fire company went out of existence
in 1860. Its equipment was initially given to the remaining
fire company but loaned to the Cook and Brother Armory
once it was set up. Thus, Hope Fire Company No. 1 was the
mainstay of fire fighting in Athens throughout the war. As
early as the fall of 1861, there were reports of shortages in
membership in the fire companies because members had gone
to war. This problem continued, but there is no indication
that the fire company was ever seriously handicapped by lack
of personnel. One reason may have been that there were no
serious fires in Confederate Athens. There wrere seldom over
half a dozen fires a year for which a fire company was called
out, and several years there were fewer. 7
Poor-relief activity by the city council was much less than
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that of the county or of voluntary organizations in Athens.
On December 6, 1862, the intendant was directed to appoint
a committee of three citizens of each ward to make a list
of indigent people subject to distribution of corn meal at
reduced prices. In September of 1863 the council appointed
a committee of three to check the city treasury and the city©s
indebtedness and then to determine how many families of
indigent soldiers there were in Athens and the best means of
distributing any surplus food. Though there is no record
of the committee©s reporting, the November council did
appropriate $1,000 for firewood and $1,000 for corn to be
furnished to poor soldiers© families. The following April a
report to the council said that the distribution had been made. 8
Some indication of miscellaneous happenings in Athens
can be secured from the council minutes. On October 6, 1862,
the intendant was ordered to employ special police to keep
order near churches during services as the noise was very bad.
On both December 6, 1862, and January 10, 1863, the in
tendant appointed a committee to secure a house and nurse
for people ill with smallpox.9 The decency of the town was
to be upheld by an ordinance of June 13, 1864, which pre
scribed that no person was to bathe in the daytime in the
Oconee River between the upper and lower bridges or in
Trail Creek between the armory and the lower bridge. Of
fenders were to be fined $10 if white or given twenty lashes if
Negro. An ordinance with a decidedly modern note enacted
on August 17, 1864, prescribed that anyone except a physician
or someone going for a physician riding on the streets at a
gait faster than an ordinary gallop was to pay $15 half to go
to the informant or be whipped if the culprit were a
Negro. 10
Changes in the type of food available and shortages
toward the end of the war necessitated many regulations about
the city market and the sale of meat. Because the war had
reduced the bacon (all cuts of salted pork) supply, the use
of fresh meat (beef, mutton, kid, pork) increased. Hence
the council decided in January of 1862 to reduce payment
to the clerk of the market to one-half of the fees collected
for inspection of meat, but in September of 1863 the clerk
was again allowed all the fees. Fees for inspection of meat
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offered for sale were set in April of 1863 at 50 cents for a
beef, 15 cents for a beef quarter, 25 cents for a veal, kid,
lamb, or shoat. In May of 1864 these fees were raised to
$2 for a beef, $1 for a hog, shoat, lamb, or kid, and 50 cents
for a quarter of any animal. 11
Several regulations were adopted in late 1863 and there
after because of shortages of food and increased stealing. The
first of these, in September of 1863, fined anyone $50 who
dealt in meat at the market with a slave or free Negro.12 In
December of 1864, Warden Flournoy moved that no pro
visions needed in Athens should be shipped out of the city
and that any so intended should be seized and sold at public
auction, but this was not passed. However, in January the
council did prescribe that a person who was not a regularly
licensed trader in Athens could not buy and ship provisions
out of the city unless he paid an annual fee of $500. Any
person not paying the fee was liable to having his goods seized
by the town.
The only general police regulations enacted for the market
were the requirements that the marshal, deputy, or a police
man must be at the market during the afternoon and evening
hours to keep order and that anyone bringing a horse, mule,
or ox into the market house would be fined $100. On October
3, 1863, it was specified that all meat brought to Athens for
sale between 3:00 P.M. and 8:30 A.M. must be taken to the
market. Of beef brought to the market, one hind quarter
and one fore quarter must be cut into pieces to suit the pur
chasers upon demand. Of every hog of over fifty pounds,
one half must be cut to purchaser©s demands. On December
5, 1863, a fine of not less than $100 was imposed for buying
fresh beef or pork in Athens to sell at a profit.
Control of Negroes, slave and free, did not change very
much during the war years. Although ordinary controls were
supposed to be maintained by the masters or guardians, town
Negroes were more apt to congregate and to do things of
which the white community did not approve. Hence, the
government was frequently concerned with Negroes and
their actions.
In November of 1861, the council listed a number of food
items that slaves or free Negroes were not to purchase for
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resale. Convicted violators were to be fined $20, whipped, or
imprisoned. The next March merchants and traders were for
bidden to allow any Negro to go about the town as a
drummer to procure country produce. The punishment was a
fine of $10 to $300 for the merchant and a whipping for the
Negro. In April of 1863, slaves and free Negroes were for
bidden to purchase for sending out of Athens any provisions,
cotton, wool, yarn, or cloth except such articles usually made
by slaves and sold for their own use. Violators were to be
fined $20-$ 100, whipped, or imprisoned. 13
Public decorum was upheld by the September, 1863,
ordinance which forbade Negroes to hire horses, buggies, 01
any other vehicle or ride or drive in the streets on Sunday
except in their owner©s vehicles. Whites who aided in the
violation were to be fined $50. In January, 1865 special taxes
were levied on vehicles or animals owned by Negroes. Horse,
mule, hack, and carriage were to be taxed $100; two-horse
wagon or carriage, $100; and one-horse wagon and buggy,
$50. 14
All Negroes whose passes did not state specifically the
place they were allowed to go and the length of time they
were to remain should be sent to the marshal, who should
give them 39 lashes for the second offense and imprison them
in the guardhouse until called for by their owners or guardians.
After October 10, 1863, no Negro was allowed to keep any
store or grocery or to clerk in any except for Nathan Hoibrook©s boy Ned. White violators were to be fined $20-$ 100
whereas Negroes were to be whipped and imprisoned up to a
month. This was amended the next February to allow people
to employ their own slaves in their own places of business. 15
One of the most interesting items concerning Negroes in
Confederate Athens was the celebration after the 1862 city
election. Sixty to 100 Negroes were reported to have con
gregated, overjoyed over the election of Marshal B. B. Moon
and the defeat of W. F. Hood. They threw up their caps
and hurrahed at the top of their lungs. Liquor was apparently
distributed by white men to the Negroes in violation of town
and state laws. All this happened under the very eyes of the
marshal and deputy marshal, who apparently did nothing
about it. The disturbance made by the hurrahing, the collec-
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tion of so many Negroes in one place, and the liquor were
all illegal. The three wardens who brought the matter to the
attention of the council pointed out that the marshal and his
deputy were elected to control Negroes and should be severely
reprimanded by the intendant for neglect of their duties. A full
investigation by the intendant was also urged, but nothing
more has been discovered in council minutes. Apparently the
matter was to a degree, if not entirely, engineered by wardens
who opposed Moon©s election as marshal. The absence of any
news item about this "disturbance" in the newspapers leads
to the conclusion that many Athenians did not think it as
serious an item as did Wardens Turner, Moore, and Wilson. 16
If the coming of war had little effect upon the operation
of the city government in Athens, it had even less upon the
operation of the county government in Watkinsville. The
minutes of the inferior court, the county governing body,
show considerable information about relief of indigent sol
diers© families. Relief was not a new activity, though the wrar
did increase the number of people needing help. The inferior
court was also concerned with securing gunpowder for the
home guard, with the distribution of salt received from the
state, and with the furnishing of supplies and uniforms to
Clarke County soldiers at the front. This is about as far as
the minutes go in recording changes resulting from the war.
In 1863 the county distilled and distributed whiskey and
alcohol, mainly for physicians and dentists. This county
activity evidently resulted from wartime shortages. 17 Grand
jury presentments still contained more about the bad con
ditions of roads and bridges and the repair of county property
than almost any other subject. There were a few grand
jury presentments about supply of military units and aid to
indigent soldiers© families, but otherwise it seems to have
been business as usual. 18
The largest tax increase in the county came in 1862 when
80 per cent of the state tax for 1861 was levied to raise
$18,000 to support indigent families of volunteers and needs of
soldiers in the field. This levy was made by the inferior
court upon the recommendation of the grand jury. There
is no indication that this tax was levied again, presumably
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because henceforth the state furnished funds for these pur
poses. 19
One matter of continuing concern to the county govern
ment was construction and repair of bridges. Bridges were
built of wood and frequently washed away during high waters.
In Athens there were two bridges, called the upper and lower
bridges, across the Oconee. To the south on the road to
Watkinsville was a bridge across the Middle Oconee at
Princeton Mills and to the west one at Mitchell©s Bridge.
A new upper bridge in Athens was built in 1860, and it
gave no trouble throughout the war years, but several bridges
were ordered repaired. Mitchell©s Bridge was to be rebuilt
on the old plan, according to an advertisement in April of
1864; but it was the next January before a contract was let,
apparently because there was no taker for the job. In the
meantime, the public was warned not to use the bridge,
which was declared unsafe. In February a ferry was licensed
at the bridge site, though the contract for rebuilding the
bridge had already been let. In January of 1865 the lower or
depot bridge in Athens was destroyed by high water. Both the
town council and the inferior court appointed commissioners
to co-operate on the rebuilding of the bridge, but on February
6 Robert L. Bloomfield, agent of the Athens Manufacturing
Company, was authorized to establish a ferry or pontoon
bridge just below the bridge site. At the same time a ferry
at Princeton was authorized to replace the washed out bridge
there. Thus by the end of the war only the upper bridge of
the four immediately of concern to Athenians was in opera
tion. The delay in rebuilding or repairing bridges in 1864
was undoubtedly a result of war conditions high prices,
shortages, and fear of enemy action.20
Although city and county government affected Athenians
most directly, the state and Confederate governments could
not be ignored. The first matter in state politics after the
formation of the Confederacy was the new state constitution
drawn up by a committee headed by Thomas R. R. Cobb.
When this constitution was published by the Athens news
papers on April 3, 1861, there, was little or no editorial
comment, though the Banner did say that it was an improve
ment over the old constitution. The Watch?mn came out de-
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cidedly against the document, which it said had been writ
ten without any demand from the people, in a time of too
much excitement for such important things, and did not
adequately carry out legislative reapportionment, as repre
sentation in both houses was based upon area, not popula
tion. The Watchman thought that at least one house should
have representation on the basis of population. Returns the
day after the election gave only 60 votes in favor of ratifica
tion in Clarke to 285 against. Later the Watchman reported
that every county in which it circulated voted against ratifi
cation except Forsyth, Lumpkin, and Union, where its circula
tion was quite small. The paper noted a reference in the
Augusta Chronicle and Sentinel saying that the Watchman
was influential against ratification. Though Christy denied
this influence, the whole tenor of what he said negated his
denial. Throughout the state the voting on the constitution
was very light, and it was ratified by a majority of only
about 800.21
Athenian reaction to and participation in state politics for
the war years was concerned mainly with legislative and
gubernatorial elections, leadership of Athenians in the legis
lature, and reactions to Governor Brown©s actions.
The most interesting insight into the 1861 legislative
election comes from a letter of J. D. Frierson, of Athens,
to Howell Cobb. The story as given by Frierson says that
through consultations before the election it was agreed that
William Jackson and John Crawford should run without op
position. Backers of this ticket included editor James A.
Sledge and Col. R. S. (Oglethorpe Dick) Taylor. Then the
Friday night before the election they and others brought
out Flournoy W. Adams in opposition to Crawford. This
was done secretly and the slanders circulated came out too
late to be countered, so the floating vote was secured for
Adams, who was overwhelmingly elected. Besides Sledge and
Taylor, those working against Crawford included City Clerk
William H. Dorsey and Warden S. C. Reese. Christy of the
Watchman remained loyal to Crawford.22
John Billups, the senator from Clarke, who had been
president pro tern in the Senate in 1860, was pushed for
governor as early as April of 1861 by the Watchman. Al-
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though there was some response to this suggestion in nearby
counties, there was no ground swell for Billups, who told
Christy in July that he was not a candidate.23
The Watchman opposed the calling of a state nominating
convention, which it attributed to Governor Brown©s partisans.
A meeting was held at Watkinsville on August 14 at which
a nominating convention was opposed and Charles J. Jenkins
recommended to the people as a candidate. Another meeting
was held in the town hall in Athens on August 29, at which
time delegates to the Milledgeville nominating convention
were selected. Those attending the meeting opposed the
nomination of Governor Brown for a third term. Editor
Sledge had already announced that despite the Banner©s
backing of Brown in his two former campaigns, it could not
support him for a third term. The Watchman insisted that
this Athens meeting was too sparsely attended rumor had
it that only about thirty men were present to be able to
speak for Clarke County.24
After the Milledgeville convention nominated Judge
Eugenius A. Nisbet, a leader in the secession convention, for
governor, the Banner came out in support of him. The Watch
man grudgingly followed suit, saying that there was little
choice between Brown and Nisbet, but Nisbet was the lesser
of the two evils. Nisbet carried Clarke by 427 to 274, a
very light vote. Billups, the Watchman©s candidate, was reelected to the Senate, with Jackson and Adams winning
the House seats. When the legislature met in November,
Billups was elected president of the Senate by a 36 to 7 vote
and later received favorable comment in Athens newspapers
for his conduct in this office.25
When it came time for the 1863 gubernatorial election,
the papers and the people were again interested. The Watch
man in March commented unfavorably on a rumor that Robert
Toombs might run for governor. His running would stir up
great argument, which Georgia should not have at this time.
But the Toombs balloon did not develop. By April the
Watchman was sure that there was no use doing anything
until Governor Brown made it clear what he was going to do.
If he ran, there was no use of anyone else©s running. When
Brown announced late in May that he would run, the Banner
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was glad and hoped that there would be no opposition. The
Watchman did not think that Brown could be defeated but
announced that it would not take sides and that its columns
were open to all who paid for advertisements. By the time
that Joshua Hill of Madison announced his candidacy, the
Watchman said that it had hoped that there would be no
contest and certainly hoped that there would be no bitterness
in the campaign. The newspapers showed little interest in
the campaign, and Col. R. S. Taylor wrote Brown in midSeptember that he had conversed with many in northeast
Georgia, that Brown©s chances were good, and that he would
have a large majority in Clarke. Brown carried both Athens
and Clarke County for the first time in his four elections as
governor.26
Athens was little more concerned with the Confederate
government than it had been with the United States govern
ment. Athenians were, of course, interested in Confederate
elections and the general policies of the government, but they
were not very greatly touched by it directly. The news
papers gave the Confederacy the same sort of coverage that
the state received and only slightly more attention than they
gave the United States government. Speeches and messages
of the President and other officials were printed, often in full,
as well as important laws, especially in the early formative
period of the government. But one gets the distinct impression
that the average Athenian did not feel that the Confederate
government was of immediate and pressing importance.
In early February of 1861 Athenians had an interest in
the convention that formed the Confederate States of America
because it was presided over by Howell Cobb, and his brother
Thomas R. R. was one of the chief constitution-makers at
Montgomery. The first Confederate flag was raised in Athens
on March 9 over the fire house. Later that afternoon another
large Confederate flag was flown downtown and was saluted
by the Troup Artillery with seven shots in honor of the
seven Confederate states. Lieutenant Hill spoke, and a band
enlivened the occasion. On March 20 the Watchman pub
lished the Provisional Confederate Constitution with no com
ment as to its contents but with strenuous objections to its
being adopted without the people©s having a chance to vote
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on it. This was taking power out of the hands of the people,
where it belonged, and putting it into the hands of a few
politicians, and was thus evil.27
The first direct contact of the new government with
Athenians came on April 17 when Messrs. Asbury Hull,
Stevens Thomas, and E. R. Ware opened books for the first
Confederate States loan. Within a week $25,250 had been
subscribed in Athens, but this did not meet expectations.
Books were reopened on June for the balance not originally
subscribed, payable in current bank notes.28
During June and July of 1861 there was some favorable
publicity for the Confederate Crop Loan in the newspapers,
but the extent of subscriptions has not been learned. Dr.
G. E. Smith, the agent for the loan, was an energetic official
who met people at militia musters and similar places to
secure subscriptions.29
Two items in early June that emphasized the separation
of the Confederacy from the United States were the an
nouncement that United States postage stamps would be
worthless to the Confederate postal authorities after June 1
and that mail service from the United States had been
stopped.30
Throughout the war years, the Banner usually upheld
President Davis and the Confederate government, still agree
ing in politics with Howell Cobb. Although the Watchman
could not be called anti-administration or anti-Congress, it
strenuously objected to the secret sessions of Congress which
were held from time to time. This was in line with editor
Christy©s long-announced policy of protecting individual
liberties whenever he felt they were in danger. Both papers
continually called for unity and backing of the administration
and Congress and insisted that the Confederacy could not
hope to win unless all the people backed it. The Watchman
several times said that officeholders on the local, state, and
Confederate level tended to be small or weak men and that
not enough leadership and strength was in evidence for the
perilous times. 31
Athens© newspapers, of course, reflected the townspeople©s
interest in Confederate elections. It is not surprising that the
Banner suggested in April of 1861 that Howell Cobb would

78

CONFEDERATE

ATHENS

make a good candidate for the Confederate Senate. But Cobb
refused to let his name be considered, as did his brother
Thomas R. R. when newspapers suggested him. The Banner
in October advocated Thomas R. R. Cobb for Congress and
predicted that he would serve if elected, something that Cobb
promptly denied. The Watchman, having tried unsuccessfully
to back several men for Congress, including M. C. M. Hammond of Athens, finally decided to take no sides in the
Congressional race. Hammond carried Clarke County but was
not elected.32 When another senatorial election came up in
1862, the Banner again backed Howell Cobb but did not get
his candidacy off the ground. Cobb was still not interested.
The Watchman favored ex-Governor Herschel V. Johnson
who was elected by the legislature.33
Confederate loans and taxes were ways in which the war
did affect many Athenians. Throughout the war there were
loan agents, tax collectors, and assessors in Athens doing
business for the Confederate government. On October 30,
1861, the Watchman editorially favored the war tax recently
enacted by the Confederate Congress because of the need
for money to carry on the war and announced that the
assessor for the Athens district was at the town hall ready
to do business. In July of 1863, Col. R. S. Taylor was ap
pointed tax collector for the 81st District, containing Clarke
County, and Capt. William H. Dorsey was appointed assessor.
Thereafter both gentlemen notified the public as to their
work schedule, pertinent dates concerned with Confederate
taxes, and apparently gave satisfaction in their offices. In
February of 1864, it was reported that $343,423.69 had been
paid in Confederate war taxes in Clarke County since the be
ginning of the war.34
A tax upon which there was considerable difference of
opinion was the tax-in-kind, levied by the Confederate Con
gress in April of 1863. The Banner defended this tax, but the
Watchman took no stand on it. W. A. Gilleland was ap
pointed agent for Clarke County and announced in October
that he was ready to receive wheat, oats, rye, and wool at his
depot located at No. 8 Broad Street. Gilleland inserted notices
in the paper as to due dates and items about past-due taxes,
which leads to the assumption that collection was sometimes
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difficult. In November of 1864 Collector Gilleland urged
people owing sorghum syrup on this tax to bring it in at
once as it was very much needed. However, no reports of
the amount of this tax collected or how well it was paid
have been discovered.35
The Confederate courts reached into Clarke County only
in appointment of Capt. William H. Dorsey as Deputy Con
federate Marshal for the Northern District of Georgia. One
of the main jobs of Marshal Dorsey was to receive seques
tered property of enemy aliens under Confederate law. Little
record of any such property taken over in Athens and Clarke
County has been discovered. The one suit recorded in the
District Court was that of Mrs. Charles I. Clinch, whose hus
band was a New Yorker though Mrs. Clinch had lived in
Athens and had inherited her property there. The Clinchs
were in England, and Mrs. Penninah W. Thomas who acted
for Mrs. Clinch maintained that the Clinchs could not enter
the Confederacy because of the blockade. The court agreed
with Mrs. Thomas©s contention, and the property was left
in her care for Mrs. Clinch.36
In March of 1864 a Confederate Claim Agent came to
Athens to assist people who had claims against the govern
ment for pay and arrears due to deceased Confederate sol
diers.37
As the state and central governments had never entered
directly into the lives of the people to a very great degree be
fore the 1860©s, it is not surprising that they did not during the
war years. Local governments were still the ones with which
the citizen had most frequent contact, and this contact was
still far from daily. Local governments do not fight wars,
and it was not strange that the war would not affect them
greatly. They acted to help soldiers and soldiers© families,
they took action to alleviate food shortages caused by the war,
and they provided what additional police functions the war
necessitated. But none of this made a great deal of difference
in governmental operation or to the people. The governments
themselves were affected late in the war in that shortages pre
vented some of their customary action such as bridge building.

ft 6 ft
God Speed the Plow
DESPITE war and military activities, people must continue
to eat, to be housed and clothed, and to support themselves
as they did before war came. In an area such as Athens,
removed from the seat of war, the economic changes were
not very great in 1861. Shortages developed in items not
readily produced in the Confederacy, and changes in agri
culture and industry were caused by military needs. But for
most people everyday life and work were not greatly affected
before Sherman©s invasion of Georgia in 1864. Even that in
vasion did not reach Athens, but fear of it caused consider
able disruption. Meantime, on farms and plantations, in fac
tories and mills, and in stores and homes the daily routine
was not greatly changed. This and the following chapter will
look at economic activities in Athens and the ways they were
affected by the war.
Food for the Athens area came from local and Northern
sources before the war. Meat was perhaps the item imported
in largest amounts from areas outside the South. All varieties
of salted pork, called bacon, were secured in the Northern
states, and it was early realized that the war would create a
shortage in this staple diet item. With its proximity to and
trade with mountainous north Georgia, Athens perhaps had
a better source of local supply for both meat and flour than
did some parts of the state in 1861. However, local supply
proved inadequate before the second year of the war was over.
In 1861 there were no real food shortages, but by 1862
increasing scarcities of some items became more obvious,
especially for foods not produced in adequate supply in the
80
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South. However, during the first two years seasonal delicacies
continued much as before. In the summer of 1861 "Henry"
kept "a constant supply of ICE on hand, and serves up ICE
CREAM every afternoon, Sundays excepted." As late as the
summer of 1863 C. P. McAllister sold ice at his mill five
miles north of Athens at ten cents a pound or fifteen cents
delivered in Athens. 1 In January of 1862, John G. Sheaham,
on Jackson Street, advertised fresh oysters and other nice
things. The Lumpkin House advertised shrimp, celery,
radishes, and several other hard-to-secure items as available
at the hotel table in late 1863. At least one Clarke Countian,
Mrs. F. E. Greer, grew a pineapple in her greenhouse in early
1862.2
In April of 1862, I. M. Kenney advertised Confederate
Mess Beef for sale cheaper than bacon. By January, James A.
Carlton could not find over 500 pounds of bacon or pork for
sale in Athens even though prices ranged from thirty to sixty
cents a pound. Carlton thought there might be a little pork
in the surrounding countryside but said it was scarcer than he
had ever known it to be.3 The bacon and meat shortage
continued throughout the war.
Of course many Athenians had always produced a portion
of their food in gardens, orchards, chickenyards, and pigpens.
W. N. White sold garden seed at his bookstore. His 1862
seeds were mostly of Kentucky Shaker growth and the 1863
advertisement said he had anything anybody would want.4
Mrs. Howell Cobb reported in June of 1863 that she was
enjoying green peas, snap beans, green corn, beets, cucumbers,
cherries, raspberries, and chickens of her own growth. In fact,
all the food at a recent dinner except the rice and potatoes
had been raised in Athens.5 Most Athenians must have kept
gardens, though most did not keep as elaborate a daybook
as did Mrs. Thomas Bishop, wife of an Athens merchant and
resident on Jackson Street. Mrs. Bishop noted when all vege
tables were planted, when the first were harvested, when
fruits were bearing, when cows and sows were bred, when
calves and pigs were born, when hens were set, and all the
details of managing a household. Seldom does the war intrude
into this almost daily account. Sample typical entries follow:
April 26, 1861, "Picked first strawberries from Longworths
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prolifick. Set out cabbage plants yesterday." April 22, 1863,
"Put tan bark around Irish Potatoes." April 23, "Picked first
lettuce." April 24, "Picked first ripe strawberry." May 15,
"Watered peas and Strawberries." July 25, "Sent 24 B corn to
mill." December 8, "Put Mr. Hodgsons Hog in our Pen with
our Sows all night. Mess. Cook and Bros brot 2 loads Lumber
20 Planks in each." January 2, 1864, "Sent home Mr. Hodgsons
Hog." April 22, "Our Cow had a Calf." July 17, "Communion
to day Dr. H. officiated. Mr. A. Preached." October 24, "Our
horse died. Hide to be tanned."6
The newspapers made continual reference to the weather
and its effects upon fruit, gardens, and field crops. By 1862
the press was urging people to plant all possible garden vege
tables as soon as the spring weather would allow it, sorrowing
over late frosts which killed early vegetables and damaged
peach crops, etc. The lateness of peach blossoms in 1862
(mid-March) led the Watchman to hope this indicated an
abundant crop. The amount and effect of spring rains was
also noted with the rapidly growing vegetables and the pos
sibility of damage to winter grains if there was too much
rain. Editor Christy was thanking people in Jackson County
for peaches in 1864 as the Athens peach crop was a total
failure because of late freezes. 7
The letters of Mrs. Rosa Delony to her husband, Will,
absent with Cobb©s Legion, tell an interesting story of a
woman taking on duties which she had not been used to in
order to get adequate food for her family in the absence of
her husband. In December of 1861 she wrote that she had
bought corn and peas to fatten the calves herself. She also
prepared soap, tallow candles, sausage, and pigs© feet, corned
beef, and tongues. She "bought a bushel of Hog©s feet yes
terday, and will have some nice pickled ones, for you
when you come." On December 31 she reported that she
paid the bill at T. Bishop and Son, $150 for the last quarter,
most of which went for next year©s supply of coffee, candles,
rice, etc. Mrs. Delony said that she was closing her account
at Bishop©s, apparently because of increasing prices and a de
sire to economize, but she did not do so until the end of
1862. In July of 1862 Mrs. Delony asked her husband if she
should not buy next year©s supply of corn as soon as the new
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crop came in, and flour, and salt? The little flour the Delonys
made was very inferior, very dark, and not fit for light bread
as it would not rise.8
Athenians who had plantations often supplied themselves
with food, and by 1863 they were frequently called upon by
their friends and neighbors to sell them corn, meat, and other
provisions. Colonel D. C. Barrow, who moved to Athens from
Oglethorpe County in 1860, produced much food on his
plantations in Oglethorpe. In February of 1862 he was selling
corn to the Confederate Army at one dollar a bushel. When
word of this got around in Athens and Oglethorpe, Barrow
was besieged with requests for corn by people who needed
it.9 The Howell Cobbs brought much food to Athens from
their plantations near Americus and Milledgeville. Barrow
and Mrs. Cobb supplied many Athenians with needed food,
including Dr. Hoyt at the Presbyterian Church, ex-Governor
Wilson Lumpkin, the University High School, Lucy Cobb,
and others. 10 Undoubtedly, many other Athenians helped their
neighbors© food supply without leaving a record for inquiring
historians.
Shortages and substitutes became evident by the end of
1861 for items not produced in the South. One of the first
substitutes was noted in September when T. Bishop and Son
advertised that Lincoln had stopped buckwheat cakes for
Athenians; but rice flour, of which Bishop had a good supply,
was an excellent substitute. About the same time several
receipts for dishes made with rice flour were published. 11
The coffee shortage must have affected Athenians more
seriously than the buckwheat shortage. But it was the spring
of 1862 before substitutes for coffee were advertised. In
March several doctors differed about the possible harmful
effects of coffee made from rye. Chicory was suggested as a
substitute in the summer, and by the summer of 1863 the
Banner informed the public that okra made a coffee better
than pure Rio and almost equal to old Java. This sounds
like whistling in the dark! In early 1864 I. M. Kenney ad
vertised barley as an excellent substitute for coffee. By
then most people must have tried several substitutes.12
In the summer of 1862 advertisements for corn flour made
by General D. M. Burns in Jackson and Banks counties ap-
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peared. It was described as being almost indistinguishable
from wheat flour, excellent for biscuits when mixed with
wheat flour, and fine for muffins and eggbread. I. M. Kenney
had it for sale at half the price of wheat flour. 13 But by the
fall there were many comments about the shortage of corn
and meal on the Athens market. The Watchman thought it
strange that old corn was not offered for sale as the new
crop was ripening. Vegetables were in short supply, but
plenty of high-priced inferior beef was reported. The shortage
of lard was indicated by the publication of a receipt for bread
without lard. 14
In January of 1863 the Watchman said of the pork short
age in Athens, "We suppose those who have it expect to get
a dollar per pound for bacon next summer. God help the
poor!" By March, I. M. Kenney was advertising that he
paid cash for mountain Irish potatoes, rye, flour, lard, new
bacon, tallow, beeswax, butter, and eggs. 15 Throughout 1863
and the rest of the war years, there were increasing notices
of shortages, desires to purchase food items, and cries of
anguish that there was little or no food for sale on the Athens
market. In June of 1863 J. H. Brittain advertised that he kept
excellent beef on Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday morn
ing and that none needed to complain that there was nothing
to eat if they could afford his beef, the price of which he did
not give. 16 Such advertisements were becoming unusual by
this time and appeared less often henceforth. As late as June
of 1864 Miss Cox advertised splendid Confederate and New
Orleans syrup and beautiful flour and lard. The next month
auctioneer William H. Dorsey had 100 bushels of slightly
damaged corn, good for stock feed, to be auctioned on the
following Saturday. There can be no doubt but that Dorsey
had sufficient takers. 17 In August the Banner noted that
McAllister gave the editor samples of coffee, sugar, and
tobacco by way of advertisement, just as was done in old
times. I. M. Kenney advertised that he had coffee for sale
cheap, but by September dried okra was being advertised for,
so the adequate coffee supply hardly lasted very long. 18
Throughout the fall the requests to purchase became more
often and more insistent.
The year 1865 opened with the greatest cries of shortages
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on the Athens market that had existed since the war began.
The disruption wrought by Sherman©s troops the past year
was one reason for the increased shortage, as was the general
condition of the Confederate economy. Editor Christy in
every January issue begged any who had promised to pay
subscriptions in country produce to do so or to sell him corn,
peas, pork, syrup, or anything that could be eaten. The Athens
market was reported bare of food for man and beast and even
firewood with which to cook and keep warm. 19 It was in
deed a bleak new year. In March the Watchman reported
the case of a widow with several sons in the army who lived
a few miles away coming to town with several other women
in similar circumstances to buy meal. They could find none
for sale and had to go home empty-handed though they had
not eaten since the morning of the previous day. The editor
said that something must be done about such things, but he
did not suggest what could be done.20 By this time few
Athenians could have suggested what to do. Although few if
any were starving, more and more of the poor knew what
hunger was; and most were subject to a monotonous diet.
More home production on both a commercial and a
family basis was one partial solution to the food shortages.
One of the earliest food-processing plants reported was
Course, Brother and Company, a beef-packing company which
began operation in November of 1861 producing beef, soap,
candles, glue, and leather. The Watchman hoped that it
would meet with all encouragement and did not see why
Athens should not become a great beef market. The plant
apparently operated throughout the winter but had stopped
operation by March when the company wrote to Governor
Brown that it had on hand forty-five barrels of fine mess
beef that it wanted to sell the state. The plant had stopped
operations until September, but no further mention of it has
been found.21 Local millers advertised their products for sale
in Athens as long as they could get grain. McLeroy and Com
pany advertised in the summer of 1861 its excellent flour made
near Athens and sold by at least three Athens merchants. 22
Also in the summer of 1861 William D. Gholston of Paoli
in Madison County sent editor Sledge of the Banner samples
of his whiskey and peach brandy. The brandy, double dis-
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tilled and three years old, sold for three dollars a gallon.
Double-distilled whiskey for medicinal purposes sold for $2.00
per gallon, and single distilled whiskey for $1.25 per gallon.23
Wine production was encouraged for local use and for many
hospitals. Recipes for wine were frequently published, some
times without sugar and one in which sorghum syrup replaced
sugar.24 Recipes for toilet soap and cheese and many other
items were inserted in the newspapers, and Mrs. Delony wrote
her husband with pride about her soap and candle making.25
Although not all this was brought on by the war, there can
be no doubt that the amount of food and home manufacture
increase.
The concern of Clarke residents over food production and
conservation was evident in a meeting held at the courthouse
on March 23, 1863. The meeting recommended that distilla
tion of any food into liquor be prohibited and that a legis
lative investigation be made to determine why provisions
could not be transported readily over the railroads from one
part of the state to another.26 This last matter is not clear
because many Athenians did transport food to and from
Athens by rail.
To fight inflation and to help secure food, a meeting
was held at the town hall on February 6, 1864, to form a
company that would sell provisions at cost plus actual expenses
of marketing. A. P. Dearing, at the Bank of Athens, was
to receive stock subscriptions. Another notice of a meeting of
the stockholders to procure corn and other items was called
in May, but no further notice of the association has been
found.27
By the winter of 1863 barter was becoming increasingly
common. The textile companies offered to swap thread and
cloth for food to supply their workers. One Athens mer
chant offered to give two pounds of salt for one pound of
pork in December of 1863. Iron was several times offered in
exchange for food. Merchants by 1864 were advertising that
they would exchange goods for food or sell them, preferably
exchange.28
People who did not have anything to exchange for food
did not always let this stop them; frequently they stole. In
January of 1862 thieves took away the entire contents of
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J. F. O©Kelly©s smokehouse on his own horse. Editor Christy
lost the skirts off his saddle in October and four shoats the
next February. In October of 1862 a strayed cow was ad
vertised for with $5 reward offered; but by May of 1864
$100 was offered for the return of a lost cow or $200 for
proof that she had been stolen and butchered. $50 was of
fered for the return of a horse in February of 1863, but this
had increased to $1000 by late 1864 and early 1865.
In 1864 and 1865 theft of food increased. Usually smoke
houses were broken into and meat was stolen; but horses,
hogs, cows, and many food items were also stolen. One man
said that recently vegetables had been stolen from his garden,
a padlock off his front gate, and a hive of bees. He an
nounced that henceforth he intended to shoot any night visitor
upon sight or hearing. Several other Athenians advised the
public that unexpected night visitors would receive lead
greetings.29
A salt shortage was inevitable once war shut off the usual
sources of supply. The first mention of special methods to
secure sale was an offer in October of 1861 by Colonel
Isaac Wilkerson to buy salt for those who desired it by send
ing a buyer to the salt-mining area of Virginia.30 In June
of 1862, Pitner, England, and Doyle (Athens merchants) lost
their salt agency because so few people subscribed for salt at
ten cents a pound. About the same time several Athens
merchants were advertising Virginia salt for sale on consign
ment, so there was no shortage as yet.31 There were a few
reports of salt from the dirt smokehouses and of the dis
covery of salt springs.32 Most Athens salt came from the salt
mines of Virginia or the areas in Florida where salt was
boiled from sea water. D. C. Barrow and John A. Cobb, two
Athenians, operated salt works on the Florida coast and sent
some salt to Athens for their families and friends and per
haps to sell.33
The Georgia Salt Manufacturing Company, of which
F. W. Lucas was the Clarke County agent, procured salt
for its stockholders who had to pay for the salt and its
transportation when a dividend was declared every four to
six months. Dividends varied from 50 to 160 pounds of salt
per share.34 By August of 1864 salt was being advertised for
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sale by J. T. Whitehead, twenty-five miles from Athens,
at sixty cents a pound if payment were in goods, or $75 per
100 pounds if payment were in money. Whitehead said he
had 15,000 pounds of salt to be disposed of and that Sansom
and Pittard, Athens merchants, were his agents.35
The Srate of Georgia took up salt distribution in the
summer of 1862. The first supply went to the wives and
widows of soldiers, but by 1863 distribution to heads of all
families had begun. The county bought the salt, and then
sold it to the heads of families. In May, Court Clerk John
Calvin Johnson reported that there were 1193 heads of
families in the county according to returns of the justices
of the peace. James A. Carlton, of Athens, became the salt
agent for Clarke and several surrounding counties, made his
headquarters in Athens, and acted throughout the war, ap
parently to the satisfaction of officials and populace.36
Certainly one way to help eliminate the shortage of grains,
vegetables, and meat was to produce more of such foods in
the Athens area. The war had hardly begun before both
newspapers began a "Grow More Food" campaign that con
tinued throughout the war. In 1863 the Watchman said that
the Yankees were already saying they could starve out the
Confederacy, since they realized they could not defeat it in
the field. Hence, the production of food was of the highest
patriotic value, as the South could prosecute the war in
definitely with adequate food supplies.37
Farmers could probably do more to alleviate the food
shortage in 1861 by increased grain production. In March
editor Christy urged farmers to plant all their former corn
acreage plus half of their cotton land in corn. In May, Christy
said it was still not too late to plant corn. The Watchman
was happy to note in June that the wheat crop in northeast
Georgia was probably the largest ever made. In February
of 1862 Christy was urging farmers to plant more corn,
even on wheat land after the wheat had been harvested. Peas
should be planted on all corn land to provide good pasture
once the corn was harvested. There could not possibly be
too much food as long as the war lasted. Christy complained
that the price of corn was so high because much of last
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year©s crop was being distilled, a practice Christy thought was
giving aid and comfort to the enemy.38
In April, May, and June there was increasing comment
about damage to wheat by rust, mildew, and the like, and the
actual harvest in June was poor. Oats were also very inferior.
In July the Banner was urging all to eat cornbread and sell the
small amount of wheat they had to the government for the
army, which could not use" meal as easily as flour.39
In November, 1862, there was considerable concern in
Athens over the high price and scarcity of corn. It was re
ported selling at $1.75 a bushel, whereas it could be bought
in middle Georgia for $1.00 to $1.25 per bushel. The Banner
attributed price and scarcity to farmers© holding their new
crop for higher prices at a later date. But it also noted that
many Athenians were buying their year©s supply of corn
from counties to the south and having it shipped in by rail.40
Throughout the winter and spring the newspapers continued
to urge farmers to plant all the wheat, oats, and corn that
that they could. Instead of corn being brought by wagon
from counties to the north of Athens as previously, the flow
was now reversed and corn was not brought to Athens by
rail from the south. This change the Watchman attributed
to the shortage of farm labor in the mountain counties where
many men were absent with the army. By April corn was
selling in Athens for $3.00 a bushel. In the same month the
Watchman reported that many farmers in the counties around
Athens were hoarding their corn and such people were
roundly denounced as traitors.41
By May there were excellent wheat prospects as a result
of which flour prices went down from $35 to $20 per hundred
weight. The crop turned out to be the largest in the memory
of the area; but some of it was damaged in harvesting be
cause of very heavy rains, and there was fear that the wheat
might not keep well. This excellent 1863 wheat crop was
the first one upon which the Confederate tax-in-kind was
levied.42
The 1864 wheat crop was reported as good but thin,
probably over-all a better yield than the previous year. Oats
were said to be the best ever and corn backward but prom-
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ising. No new reasons for planting food could be urged by the
press, but it could and did repeat what had been said.43
Planting was late in 1865 because of weather conditions.
As late as April the Watchman, still begging people to plant
more food, said that famine was worse than the Yankees, hard
ly realizing that Yankees would arrive in Athens within the
month.44
Besides the basic grains, vegetables and other foodstuffs
were needed to feed the home population, refugees, soldiers
in camp, and patients in army hospitals. The newspapers ad
vocated more vegetable production and published many sug
gestions about vegetable raising. The suggestions included
such things as vegetables to be planted, planting time, methods
of cultivation, and the use of manure as fertilizer. All this
implies that poor and inadequate gardening must have been
the practice of many farmers in the past.45
The Watchman was fond of noting the large potatoes,
turnips, and other fine vegetables and fruits produced. One
irate Jackson County subscriber stopped his subscription
because of so much space devoted to this. Christy thought the
man too stingy to pay the price of the paper or too lazy to
raise fine food himself. 46 In January, 1865, fresh tomatoes
were produced by William N. White, who pulled his vines
before frost and hung them in a dry, warm cellar where the
fruit continued to ripen.47
Two items especially urged upon north Georgia farmers
were syrup and sugar production to make up for war short
ages. Chinese sugar cane and sorghum cane, the two varieties
of cane most advocated, had been first cultivated in America
in the 1850©s. Methods of growing, making syrup, and, sugar
were repeatedly published beginning in 1862. The experts
disagreed as to whether sugar could be made from cane raised
in the Athens area. Dr. Daniel Lee was sure that Chinese sugar
cane would not make sugar, yet several farmers sent in their
method and were sure the sugar was satisfactory. There were
more advocates of sugar manufacturing from sorghum cane,
and the Banner once said that it had samples of sorghum
sugar for all to see. The editor could see no difference in
sorghum sugar and that made from sugar cane. Despite
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all the sugar discussion, cane was mainly used for syrup and
for hog food.48
Governor Brown©s proclamation against whiskey distilla
tion in February of 1862 was approved in the press and no
objections to it in the Athens area have been discovered. How
ever, a question was immediately raised about distilling apple
and peach brandy. Many insisted that brandy did not hurt
food production as most of the peach crop would be wasted
if not distilled into brandy. Few peaches could be dried or
fed to hogs, so brandy was the only sensible way to preserve
them. A news article in the fall noted that the apple crop in
the mountains was unusually good and that most of it would
be distilled into brandy. One farmer had produced 600 gallons
of brandy from his orchard and had engaged to sell the
brandy at seven dollars per gallon.49
Brown©s proclamation did not stop brandy distillation, but
the Watchman urged people to dry all the fruit and vegetables
they could for their own use and for army hospitals. Instruc
tions for sun and kiln drying were published as well as
methods of making potato hills, which makes one wonder if
many farmers had previously dried fruits and vegetables for
their own use.50
To help overcome the meat shortage, there was more
discussion of hog-raising reflecting Southern dietary pref
erences than anything else. Though pork was the favorite,
mutton was desired by many people; and increased sheep
raising was advocated. One major difficulty with sheep raising
was the large number of dogs that ran at large and often
attacked and killed sheep. Many advocated a dog tax to re
duce the dog population, but nothing was done about this.
One correspondent suggested pasturing the sheep with cattle.
When dogs attacked the sheep, they would run to the cattle
which would attack the dogs and thus protect the sheep.
Discussions about meat shortages by 1864 lead to the con
clusion that an insufficient number of hogs were raised in
the Athens area to take care of the needs of civilian and sol
diers. 51
Increased numbers of horses were needed by the army and
for civilian transportation, but production could not be
stepped up immediately. John A. Cobb reported as early as
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August of 1861 there was not a good horse for sale in
Athens since the cavalry had taken all when it left. However,
little else was heard of a horse shortage before 1864.52
Parallel with the insistence on raising more foodstuffs was
the admonition to raise less cotton. By December of 1861 the
Watchman was sure that cotton was of no value as long as
the blockade lasted and that farmers could make more money
raising food while performing a patriotic duty. It especially
encouraged the raising of pigs, calves, and sheep.
Boiled cottonseed was suggested as excellent hog food,
plentiful and cheap. 53 In January of 1862 the Watchman
said that farmers should plant all the food they needed and
then cotton, which could be stored on the plantation if the
blockade were not raised by the time of harvest. In three
months editor Christy had changed his tune and was advising
that cotton be planted only to get seed. "Cotton is not king
now." The great monarch was now bound in fetters and
weaker than any of his former vassals of hog, corn, wheat,
beef, or mutton. The Banner headed an article "Plant Corn and
be Free, or Plant Cotton and be Whipped."54
A meeting of farmers and planters at the courthouse on
April 1, 1862, unanimously adopted a resolution saying that
the country must feed itself and the soldiers now that the
grain of the West was cut off. It was the sense of the meet
ing that planters should plant no more than one-half an
acre of cotton per laborer for 1862 and should plant all
possible grain, corn, potatoes, etc. 55 At a similar meeting
held a year later, a recommendation was adopted that only
cotton for seed be planted. Though little is heard of restrict
ing cotton planting after 1863, very little was planted in the
county thereafter.56
The best examples of agricultural change during the war
are found on the large plantations. David C. Barrow, who
moved to Athens from his Oglethorpe plantation in 1860, is
a typical case. Colonel Barrow owned two plantations in
Oglethorpe, and one each in Baldwin and Decatur counties,
with about 300 Negroes. In January of 1862 Barrow sold 108
bales of cotton, 50,717 pounds, at 8% cents per pound. In the
spring of 1863 he told one of his overseers to plant only
250 acres of cotton, obviously a considerable reduction. If
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more had already been planted, the excess was to be plowed
up and corn or peas planted in its stead. Barrow pointed out
that the law was very strict on this matter and that though
he was entitled to more than 250 acres he did not want his
conduct questioned nor any provision shortage. That May,
Barrow asked that two Oglethorpe County overseers be
exempted from the draft to keep his plantations operational,
as he now raised provisions instead of cotton.57
The best source of agricultural information and suggestions
besides the newspapers was the Southern Cultivator, which
was published in Augusta until the end of 1864 when it
moved to Athens. There it changed from a weekly to a
monthly under the direction of William N. White, the book
seller and garden-seed supplier. Dr. Daniel Lee, the Terrell
Professor of Agriculture at the University, was a constant
contributor to both the Cultivator and the Athens news
papers.58
Besides the press, another encourager of agriculture and
proponent of new methods was the Clarke County Agri
cultural Society, founded in 1859 to replace an earlier society
that had died. The Society held agricultural fairs in 1859
and 1860 and was preparing for the 1861 fair in April of
that year. New officers were elected, and a premium list
was ordered drawn up. But here the records end. The minute
book of the Society contains no entries from April 2, 1861,
until September 22, 1866; and the newspapers contain no
news of Society activities except the statement that there
would be no 1861 fair. Evidently, war ended the Society©s
activities. 59
Considering that farmers are generally conservative and
do not change easily, the agricultural changes of the war
years seem about as great as could be expected. However,
the great demand for food and the inability to dispose of
cotton were the two things that made change most imperative.
Because of their economic and educational status the large
planters changed most drastically and quickly. Although there
seems to have been sufficient food in the Athens area, there
was not always sufficient money for the poor to purchase
what they needed. Hence increased relief activities were
essential to keep people from suffering. Generally farmers
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and planters in the immediate Athens area adjusted to the
necessary changes of war, and poor relief was sufficient to
keep most people from ever being hungry, though monotony
in diet was common for many. Poor whites probably suffered
more than slaves, whose masters were in a better position
to take care of their needs. Though there was considerable
complaint about increased theft of food in the last two years
of the war, this does not seem to have become as serious a
problem as it did in combat areas. Adequate civic leadership
helped in solving the problems caused by food shortages and
greatly increased prices.

THE DOUBLE-BARRELLED CANNON
Courtesy Charles J. Brockman, Jr. Photo by Kenneth Kay

# 7 #
By the Sweat of Their Brow
IN industry the ante-bellum pattern continued with little
alteration during the first two years of the war. The greatest
change occurred in the field of munitions manufacture, about
which Athens newspapers carried several items in the summer
of 1861. Dr. William King of Athens invented a shell that
exploded after striking any solid object and penetrating six to
twelve inches. Reuben Nickerson of the Athens Foundry
avery ingeniously" attached a bayonet to a shotgun. 1 In July,
there was a project afoot to raise funds to establish an armory
for the manufacture of firearms "on a large scale" in Athens.
Several meetings were held in the town hall. On August 17
John H. Newton, Albon Chase, Reuben Nickerson, P. W.
Hutchinson, and J. B. Carlton organized a company and stock
was offered for sale at $2.50 a share. In September, Newton
announced that the armory was about to begin operation. It
did not begin operation, and the idea was dead by the next
February.2
In January of 1862, it was reported that a repeating rifle
made by John Johnson, an Athenian then in state military
service as Savannah, could fire eighteen times without reload
ing and was adapted to Minie balls. In adjoining Walton
County, William M. Watkins manufactured guns in a black
smith shop where he could make two or three a day.3
John A. Gilleland, an Athens housebuilder, made at the
Athens Foundry in 1862 a double-barrelled cannon, financed
through $350 contributed by thirty-six interested people. The
two barrels of the six-pounder, cast together, diverged by
about three degrees. The idea was to fire simultaneously two
95
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balls connected by an eight-foot chain that would mow down
everything in its path and do considerably more damage
than two individual cannon balls. When the cannon was test
fired on the Newton Bridge Road near Athens, one ball left
the muzzle before the other, and the two balls pursued an
erratic course. According to a contemporary report, "It
had a kind of circular motion, plowed up an acre of ground,
tore up a cornfield, mowed down saplings, and the chain
broke, the two balls going in opposite directions. One of
the balls killed a cow in a distant field, while the other
knocked down a chimney from a log cabin." The observers
"scattered as though the entire Yankee army had been turned
loose in that vicinity." The Watchman reported somewrhat
more prosaically, "Mr. Gilleland has invented a doublebarrelled cannon for throwing chain shot, which has been
tested and found to work satisfactorily."4
The cannon was sent to the Confederate Arsenal at
Augusta where Confederate authorities did not agree with
the Watchman©s report. After tests Colonel G. W. Rains,
arsenal commandant, explained that the cannon would not
work since the balls could not be fired simultaneously
because of the nature of gunpowder. After the Confederacy©s
failure to adopt the cannon, Gilleland tried to interest the
state with no better luck. 5
The cannon was returned to Athens where it is on display
today. The most interesting, but somewhat legendary, account
of its remaining war "service" is as follows: "The story has
been often told that during the unpleasantness between the
North and the South there was a fear that the enemy were
coming to Athens. A meeting was held and resolutions
adopted, that on the approach of danger, Dr. Moore should
fire the double-barrelled cannon, then in front of Town Hall.
All the women were to get inside and the men were to form
a circle and fight the foul invader to the death. One calm
Sunday when the women were at church, and the men lying
around home with little clothes on, some devilish boys fired
that gun. The ensuing scene baffles description. The women
ran screaming, the churches broke up, and the men appeared
as they were. After the excitement subsided the hall was found
packed with men, not a woman could get inside. The number
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of the wounded in the scuffle to get inside has never been
reported."6 No contemporary account of this has been dis
covered and the story undoubtedly grew with the telling
before it was recorded.
The biggest arms operation in Confederate Athens was
the Cook and Brother Armory which arrived in 1862, having
escaped from New Orleans just as that city was being occupied
by United States forces in April. Ferdinand W. C. Cook
and Francis L. Cook were born in England and were operat
ing a small armory in New Orleans in 1861. In April of 1862
the firm made a contract with the Confederate government to
provide 30,000 Enfield rifles "complete with sabre-bayonet,
sheath and frog" at $30 each. Before work under the contract
could begin, the United .States capture of New Orleans
necessitated a hurried exit from that city with most of the
armory machinery and a schooner of iron and steel.
The Watchman announced on August 20 that Cook and
Brother had purchased of Messrs. Hodgson and William A.
Carr the mills and other contiguous property across the
river from town and would put into operation their plant
for the manufacture of small arms without delay. It was
contemplated that 200 men would be employed and that fifty
muskets could be made per day. The editor was sure that
the armory was a valuable addition to the community and
hoped that townspeople would be helpful instead of trying
to "skin" the newcomers. 7
Throughout the late summer and fall notices of the prog
ress in building and increased estimates of the number of
men to be employed and the production rate appeared.
Rockmasons and other workmen were advertised for, and
the Watchman commented that the buildings of the mill plus
the houses of workmen would make a respectable town in
itself. By November, 600-700 employees were estimated
with a capacity of 100 guns a day considerably more than
was to be achieved when operation actually began.8
Production was scheduled to begin on Christmas Day,
1862, and must have begun about then. Gen. Benjamin Huger,
inspector of ordnance, was in Athens in January; and by
March guns manufactured at the armory had been highly
complimented by ordnance inspectors. Full production had
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not yet been achieved, but the output was increasing. In
June of 1863 an inventory of armory property showed real
estate valued at $142,450, including the main building of
brick and stone at $90,000 and 85 acres of land at $12,750.
The total value of the inventory, machinery, and raw ma
terials, was given at $618,763.48. A total of $77,000 worth of
machinery had been purchased to replace that lost at New
Orleans. A $150,000 Confederate loan had been supplemented
by $145,000 secured from private sources in Augusta. An
additional loan of $100,000 was secured from the Confederate
government in January of 1864.9
Three types of weapons were manufactured by Cook
and Brother in Athens. These were an infantry rifle, an
artillery rifle, and a musketoon. Peak capacity was estimated
at 600 rifles of all classes per month, and Francis L. Cook
testified after the war that between 3800 and 4000 rifles
were turned out in Athens. The barrels were made of square
bars of Swedish iron which had been heated and twisted
before being turned and bored a process which made them
nearly burst-proof. The locks on the rifles were never as
satisfactory as the barrels. The initial inspection report in
March of 1863 declared the rifles "the finest that I have seen
of Southern manufacture."
Besides rifles, the armory manufactured bayonets, cavalry
horseshoes, and agricultural machinery of several kinds,
especially sorghum mills. An attempt to manufacture sabers
was not successful. Considerable repair of small arms was
carried on. 10
Shortage of skilled labor was a problem that plagued the
armory despite detail of qualified men from the army and
attempts to secure them elsewhere.
When food became difficult to secure in 1864, Cook and
Brother offered factory thread, leather, iron, bacon, salt,
sugar boilers, syrup mills, and other scarce items in exchange
for provisions for their employees. The armory would chop
stock feed in exchange for the usual toll. In March of 1864,
the employees of the armory were requested to subscribe
one day©s pay to the Ladies Aid Society to secure blankets
for the army. This request produced $1125.50 for the Society
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plus ten bunches of factory thread contributed by Cook and
Brother. 11
The difficulties about skilled workers and food posed a
threat to full production and were influential in the pro
posal that the Confederate government buy the armory to
insure continual operation. However, the purchase did not
materialize. When in the summer of 1864 the Confederate
government began to fall behind in payment for the arms de
livered, the result was suspension of production. 12
Meanwhile, the employees of the armory had been formed
into a local defense unit known as the 23rd Battalion, Georgia
Volunteers, separate from the rest of the home guard in
Athens. The Athens press usually agreed that the armory
men were superior troops. Ferdinand Cook was commissioned
as major-commandant, and his brother was made a captain.
Defenses were built to protect the armory, and the battalion
was called out during the threats of invasion that Athens
had. It was called into active service in the summer of 1864
with Sherman©s invasion of Georgia and performed its most
noted service at the Battle of Griswoldville, some twelve miles
east of Macon on November 22. Major Cook was killed in
action near Hardeeville, South Carolina, on December 11,
1864, and with him went the guiding genius of the Athens
armory. 13 The armory had been idle since the summer, but
the dire needs of the Confederacy necessitated a resumption
of operations with the armory leased by the Confederacy.
Operations were begun in mid-March of 1865 under the
direction of Master Armorer Charles Henry Ford, late of
Richmond, Virginia, assisted by Francis L. Cook. Completion
of the arms on hand and repair of damaged arms were the
most important jobs the armory had then. Just as the war was
ending, the Confederacy decided to move an armory from
Tallassee, Alabama, where it was threatened by enemy action,
to Athens and combine it with the Cook and Brother armory.
This move was reported underway on April 10, but it is not
certain if it was completed. If completed it was, of course,
too late to be of any value to Cook and Brother or the
Confederacy. 14
The movement of Cook and Brother to Athens set off
hopes that more industry might follow. The Banner pointed
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out the good climate, adequate water power, fine food, and
other advantages and thought Athens was one of the best
manufacturing sites in the Confederacy. Besides the armory,
the Banner reported in 1862 that John Bancroft, formerly
of Charleston, had nearly completed a tannery in Athens.
The hopes for more large industry did not materialize, how
ever. One of the best water-power sites near Athens, six
miles from town on Barber©s Creek, advertised in 1863 as
having enough power to drive a large cotton factory and the
former site of grist and saw mills, was still vacant of any
industrial development at the end of the war. 15
Athens© most outstanding industry continued to be cotton
textiles. The three Athens factories (Georgia Factory, Athens
Factory or Athens Manufacturing Company, and Princeton
Factory) manufactured shirting, stripes, kerseys, cassimeres,
osnaburgs, and ducks the most common cotton and woolen
cloths of the day. Two nearby mills that may have been used
by Athenians also were the mill at High Shoals on the
Apalachee, just across the river from Clark County, and
the mill at Scull Shoals, in Greene County, not far below the
Clarke County line. 16
During 1861 the war had no noticeable effect upon the
Athens textiles factories except for a gradual rise in prices. In
March of 1862 the three Athens factories and the High
Shoals factory sought to hold the line on prices against
speculators and increased demand by agreeing to what they
considered fair prices. Yarn or thread for weaving was set
at $1.50 per bunch of six hanks, of 5,040 yards, wholesale,
or $1.60 retail. Shirtings, sheetings, and osnaburgs were priced
at sixteen to twenty cents per yard, and ducks at twenty to
twenty-five cents. Families of soldiers were to be furnished
at wholesale rates. 17 These rates represented a reduction in
prices then current. The mills did considerable retail busi
ness as well as wholesale, and most of their production was
sold in the Athens trading area. As early as January of 1862
the Watchman commented that the Athens factories could
not supply the local market, let alone more distant ones. The
factories several times instituted rationing when cloth or
thread was short. Soldiers© families were usually given prefer
ence or at least reduced rates. At least once the Athens Manu-
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facturing Company announced that it would give preference
to ministers in the Athens trading area. 18
There is no indication that the Athens factories did not
continue to operate throughout the war, though shortages
in cotton and wool and food for workers slowed production
and caused some suspensions. In June of 1863, Dr. J. S. Linton
sold $30,000 (book value) of Athens Manufacturing Com
pany stock to R. L. Bloomfield of Athens and W. F. Herring
of Atlanta for $125,000 and Bloomfield became agent (man
ager) of the company, A stockholders© meeting after this
sale elected two agents to sell goods manufactured by the
company after supplying government contracts and pur
chasing necessary items that could only be secured by swap
ping cloth or thread. The company announced, "It is not our
purpose to send away any more of our production than we
can avoid." 19 Within two months the company was advertis
ing that it wished to purchase cotton and would pay for it
partly in yarn. It preferred cotton in lots of from one to
five bales so that many families would have an opportunity
of supplying themselves with yarn for their own weaving. 20
Soon thereafter the company advertised its need for wool
and its willingness to exchange yarn at the rate of one bunch
of yarn for four pounds of wool. By 1865 it offered to ex
change yarn and cloth for cotton, wool, and all kinds of
produce. Stockholders© meetings were held and dividends
voted throughout 1864 at least. Besides cotton textiles, the
company also operated a grist mill at which corn and wheat
were ground.21
In January of 1863 the High Shoals Manufacturing Com
pany increased its capital stock from $50,000 to $100,000
all paid in and employed by the company. A statement of
ownership of the Princeton Factory in July of 1863 showed
540 shares of stock owned by fifteen stockholders, most of
them well-known Athens businessmen. M. E. McWhorter
was the agent.22
As early as May of 1862 Lamar Cobb wrote to his father
that it was hard to "get anything fit to call clothes" in Athens
and that all "indulge" in John Linton©s factory (Athens
Manufacturing Company). But the young Cobbs were prob
ably harder to please than many Athenians. The next April
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Mrs. Howell Cobb got ten bunches of thread from the
Georgia Factory. Mr. White, the manager, told her that he
had quit selling thread because of the shortage of cotton at
the mill, but that he could not refuse Howell Cobb anything
that he needed. To clothe her servants, Mrs. Cobb got four
bunches of this thread woven into sixty yards of homespun
by a woman in the county for $18 plus $5.50 for dying, sizing,
and spooling. 23 Though Mrs. Cobb had paid $1.50 to $3.00
per pair to have servants© shoes made in the fall of 1861, by
the spring of 1863 they cost $10 per pair. Also in May of
1863 Mrs. Cobb took blue and white wool to the Princeton
Factory to be mixed and carded for weaving jeans for the
Cobb boys. 24 By October of 1864 Henry W. Grady re
ported to his mother that he had a new suit of very good
jeans that cost $25 per yard, and by the next February Lamar
Cobb reported that he had found jeans in Athens at $35 a
yard. By March of 1865 Ben C. Yancey said that thread
was selling for $50 a bunch in Athens.25
The need for new looms at the Athens Manufacturing
Company was met by getting the Athens Steam Company
to manufacture twenty-five in early 1862. George Menno
of Athens who advertised himself the "only regular Reed
Maker in the Confederate States" manufactured steel and
cane reeds, weaver©s harness, loom pickers, harness, twine,
and other items connected with weaving.26 The bobbin mill
just outside Athens continually advertised for dogwood poles
eight to ten feet long and three to four inches thick at
prices that increased from five cents each in January of 1863
to eighteen cents by March of 1864. In 1864 a bunch of thread
was offered for 200 poles in hopes that this would bring in
more poles. Schevenell and Wood manufactured shuttles,
bobbins, and pickers for cotton factories in 1864. 27
Home manufacture increased greatly with war shortages.
In April of 1862, R. L. Bloomfield, then an Athens merchant,
advertised that he had purchased $100 worth of cotton cards
and would sell them at $10 per pair. He would sell the cards
on credit and take cloth to help people in need of work as
well as to supply the local market. At the same time the press
reported that R. S. Schevenell had invented a machine to
draw the wire and prick the leather in which card wire was
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mounted and would soon be in production of cotton cards.
A year later the availability of cards at the state penitentiary
at Milledgeville was noted. Athens merchant I. M. Kenney
advertised English cards for sale in July of 1864.28
H. A. Cook of Athens announced in March of 1862 that
he had improved the spindle of the spinning wheel so that
wheels supplied with his spindle could spin three times as
fast as those without. The improvement was to be manu
factured at the Athens Foundry. One other Athens firm,
T. H. Wilson and Brothers, also manufactured spinning
wheels.29 The demand for factory thread indicates that more
Athenians were interested in home weaving than in home
spinning.
An adjunct to home weaving was dyeing. Numerous
recipes for dyes were published in the newspapers. The
Athens Manufacturing Company did dyeing for local people
when its facilities were not used for dyeing uniforms or
cloth for the government.30 Most clothing was made at home
or by local tailors, several of whom operated in Athens. E.
Von der Leith offered in May of 1861 to cut military uni
forms at seventy-five cents per suit, cheaper than the going
price. 31 Heavy uniform cloth was usually cut by tailors
even if the sewing was to be done by women. After R. L.
Bloomfield closed his clothing store to become agent of the
Athens Manufacturing Company, T. O. Course opened a
men©s clothing and tailoring shop at which he did tailoring
for leading Athenians. A few other tailors have been identi
fied by name, and much sewing of all sorts was done by
seamstresses. Although most clothing was made by hand in
the 1860©s, ready-made clothing was advertised, especially
early in the war. I. M. Kenney offered flax seed for sale in
February of 1863 so that people could produce their own
thread.32
After the textile factories, the next most important in
dustry in Athens was the Athens Steam Company, often
called the Athens Foundry before its name was officially
changed in December of 1863 to the Athens Foundry and
Machine Works. Agent and Superintendent Reuben Nickerson reported in April of 1862 that©the foundry worked about
twelve white hands besides apprentices. It was then engaged
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full time in making repairs for five flour and grist mills,
which were stopped until the repairs could be completed, and
in making essential repairs for three factories. It was operat
ing at about one-third of capacity because of lack of ma
terials. Though the foundry had no government contracts,
it was considering taking a contract to make field pieces, but
no record of such a contract has been found. However, the
foundry did manufacture the famous double-barreled cannon
that has already been discussed. When the name was changed
in 1863, the company was authorized to increase its capital
stock to $100,000.33
Nickerson and his mechanics seem to have been quite
able workers and to have done a great deal for factories, mills,
and farmers that it would have been difficult to get along
without. In commenting upon the looms the foundry was
making for the Athens Factory in early 1862, the Watchman
said that Nickerson and his men had exhibited great skill in
manufacturing useful articles since the \var began. "We know
scarcely anything of wood, iron, or brass that he cannot
make." Repeated visits of the editors to the foundry found
the mechanics busily engaged in the repair or manufacture
of badly needed items. In March of 1862 the foundry had for
sale bark mills (used in the preparation of bark for tanning
leather), smutters, power looms, threshers, horse powers,
sugar mills, and broilers. Throughout the \var years it adver
tised, in addition, kettles, lathes, saws, steam engine and boiler,
iron railing grave enclosure, Tyler water wheels for the
Athens and Princeton factories, and sheet iron. In the spring
or summer of 1861 it made a handsome veranda for the
Lumpkin House that was "chaste and elegant and the work
manship very superior."34 Undoubtedly many other items
were made to order. Advertisements in 1863, 1864, and 1865
for charcoal, draft-exempt laborers, and food for workers in
exchange for manufactured items indicate continual operation
despite metal and labor shortages.35
Other people made and sold some of the same items
that the foundry had, but no other business in the Athens
area could supply so many different items or ones so good.
The possibility of an iron shortage in the Confederacy was
noted by the Watchman as early as late 1862, and in October
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of 1863 it commended E. N. Gower of Gainesville for the
iron he had made from locally mined ore.36 In December of
1863 the Athens Iron Manufacturing Company was organized
with F. W. Lucas as president, and David C. Barrow, John
H. Newton, James Price, James McLester, Sanders Colbert,
and P. W. Hutcheson as directors. Stock sold for $100 a
share and had not all been sold or paid for by June of 1864
when a second offering of unsold stock was announced. In
July, 1864, the company asked for the exemption of eight
skilled workers from the draft and reported that it had about
fifty Negroes at work, apparently as miners and colliers.
By February of 1865 the company was offering to exchange
iron for staple foods and on April 1 declared its first dividend
of 20 pounds of iron per share at $2.00 a pound. Where the
works were located is not evident from the records. 37
Paper, as well as iron, was in short supply. The Pioneer
Paper Mill, located on Barber Creek some three and a half
miles from Athens and the main local source of supply, was
completely destroyed by fire on April 25, 1861, along with its
stock of paper. The loss was estimated at from $16,000 to
$30,000 with no insurance. Rebuilding was undertaken im
mediately, but it was May of 1862 before the Athens news
papers were again published on paper made by Pioneer.
This paper was not as good as the pre-war product, but it was
paper. The paper company and the newspapers continually
advertised for rags, which seem to have been scarce.38
Although some leather had been produced locally, a short
age developed when outside sources were shut off. John
Bancroft operated a steam tannery in Athens from mid-1863
and was apparently the largest local tanner. As late as January
of 1865 he advertised sole and upper leather and kid and
calf skins which he desired to exchange for provisions of
all sorts.39 In 1862 John Harris of Watkinsville exhibited
leather that he had tanned without the use of oil and that
he said was just as good as any tanned in the conventional
way. Tan bark was in continual demand, and the sale of bark
mills increased during the war.. Most people had tanned
the skins of animals that were slaughtered or that died. Dog,
kid, and other small skins were in constant demand.40
Leather was used locally mainly in the manufacture of
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shoes and harness. Charles Hughes opened a new boot and
shoe manufacturing establishment over the post office on
College Avenue in March of 1861. Pitner, England, and
Doyle announced in December that they had bought McClesky©s tanning and shoe manufacturing business and had
all kinds of leather and shoes for sale. They needed four
workmen to make shoes. Despite the presence of this factory
and other shoemakers there were frequent complaints of the
high cost of shoes in 1864 and 1865.41
Local blacksmiths did much carriage, buggy, and wagon
repair, but the two best establishments seem to have been
E. R. Hodgson and Brother and James M. Royal, who in
vented a machine to make felloes (part of the wheel) for
buggies and light carriages. uThis is another step toward
Southern independence," said the Watchman in reporting this
invention in June of 1861.42
Athens ladies and gentlemen could be helped in their
toilet by the cologne water made by William N. White,
"very pleasant to the olfactory organs," and some very fine
turpentine soap for washing and shaving perfumed, with
sassafras made by J. I. McAllister. The Watchman was sure
the South could make all the soap it needed if Southerners
would only try. Heretofore they had been too lazy to make
soap and afraid to wash, said editor Christy.43
Ink was badly needed in the Confederacy and was often
locally manufactured. By January of 1862 Dr. George W.
Smythe of Athens made ink which the most powerful acids
would not remove. Dr. Smythe was selling his product at the
same price as Northern inks, but purchasers had to bring their
own bottles since the doctor had none. Ink made in Walton
and Jackson counties was also offered for sale in Athens.
In April of 1862 the Watchman said that it was being printed
with ink of its own manufacture, which was much better than
what it had recently bought. However, the homemade prod
uct was quite expensive. John Bancroft at the tannery made
glue, another badly needed product.44
Despite the death of owner W. S. Grady, the Athens Gas
Works continued to function. William H. Dorsey, operator
in 1864, advertised that the price would be $25 per 100 cubic
feet after July 1 of that year.45 People who did not use gas
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had to depend upon lamps and candles, but a kerosene
shortage developed by 1862. Two solutions to this shortage
were suggested. One was to buy a lard lamp from White©s
bookstore with no thought of a coming lard shortage. The
other was to purchase terehene oil and have lamps altered for
it at R. M. Smith©s drug store. Although this oil did not
make as good a light as kerosene, according to Smith it was
better and cheaper than candles.46
Lubricating oils were also difficult to obtain. In October
of 1863 the Watchman advertised that it badly needed coon
oil and would pay five to six dollars a gallon if coon hunters
would supply it. T. R. Bailey of Athens advertised in 1864
a recipe for lubricating oil that could be used in place of
sperrn oil on machinery. It was made of cotton seed, peanut,
or lard oil and could be made at a cost of five dollars for
thirty-six gallons in twenty minutes. This sounds remarkably
cheap, but Bailey wanted to sell his receipt not the oil.47
Messrs. Beusse and Hines, of Athens, manufactured 90
per cent proof alcohol from china berries which was reported
good for medicinal purposes. Mrs, Stevens Thomas manu
factured blacking (apparently for shoes) which was com
mended by her neighbors to whom she furnished it. Blacking
made in Atlanta was also sold in Athens.48
A/lore kitchen utensils and household implements were
made locally than before the war. I. M. Kenney was the
Athens agent for H. A. Cook of Madison County who made
pike handles, spinning wheels, hand looms, and other useful
articles at his water-powered mill. Kenney also advertised
flour sifters made in Franklin County that were "superior to
Yankee sifters." Mr. Elder of Clarke made knives for sale
in 1862. Ferguson and Dial, thirteen miles from Athens in
Jackson County, made jars, jugs, bowls, pitchers, dinner and
soup plates, cups and saucers, mugs, coffee and tea pots, bake
pans, chambers, etc., of a pottery called Stoneware. The
Watchman reported that the workmanship was not the best
but was far better than none.49
Although some Athens manufacturers sold their products
at retail, the merchants of the town were the mainstay of
most people for consumer goods. The outbreak of war did
not make for great differences in merchandising immediately,
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but some merchants were personally affected at once. In July,
Taylor and Hoyt asked people indebted to them to settle by
cash or note so that the business could be closed as both
expected soon to go into the army. R. H. Goodman an
nounced where the books of his business would be located
during his absence in the army and urged all who owed him
money to pay during his absence.50 Partnerships dissolved and
businesses closed or reorganized, but this had no necessary
connection with the war, as such moves were previously quite
normal.
Late in 1861 shortages in some items were noted, and by
1862 other changes were being made. On January 1 several
merchants announced that they would henceforth conduct
business on a strictly cash basis. This was probably inspired
by inflation and shortages, but such announcements were not
new. These announcements were repeated periodically, an
indication that business on a cash basis was not really possible.
The ledger of Thomas Bishop and Son indicated that they did
almost no credit business after 1862. As inflation increased,
merchants became more insistent upon cash.51
The most common type store in Athens was the general
store, which sold dry goods, hardware, farm implements,
staple groceries, and many other things. Merchants often
conducted wholesale and retail business and acted as brokers
for the purchase of country produce as well. Besides the
general stores, there were specialized stores that handled
mainly clothing, groceries, hardware, furniture, jewelry, or
some other item. William N. White sold books, writing ma
terials, sheet music, musical instruments, garden seed, and a
few other items. J. M. Smith advertised in early 1861 that his
new furniture store had all types of furniture, including
burial cases and caskets of galvanized wrought iron and com
mon coffins; but by 1863 there seemed to be little new
furniture for sale in Athens.52 Changes by Athens merchants,
not necessarily all caused by the war, are illustrated by R. L.
Bloomfield, a clothing merchant, who advertised in May of
1861 that he had purchased his stock before March 1, so
had almost as good a stock as formerly. He hoped before
another season to have a partner in Europe who would send
him stock direct more cheaply than previously. The blockade,
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of course, prevented this. In October of 1862 Bloomfield an
nounced that he would soon move his stock of clothing to
Atlanta and go out of the clothing business. He next engaged
in the brokerage business and offered to sell and buy all types
of money, bank bills, stocks and bonds, real estate, cotton
by the crop on plantations, etc.53 In June of 1863 he became
agent for the Athens Manufacturing Company, a position
he held for the rest of the war.
Early complaints of shortages on the Athens market were
not necessarily the result of the war, as there had been seasonal
shortages previously. As early as May of 1861, Mrs. A. P.
Dearing wrote her mother to buy all she could in Atlanta
as there was little to select from in the Athens stores. The
following September Mrs. Howell Cobb wrote that the
ladies were making undershirts for the soldiers from osnaburg
as flannel was not to be had. Yet at the same time Mrs. Cobb
was saying that she could get shoes made in Athens cheaper
than in Virginia and that she was buying cloth to make
winter suits for servants absent with her husband and sons in
the army. Throughout the summer of 1861 Athens merchants
advertised dry goods, clothing, hardware, and food items.
There were few severe shortages.54 Rising prices and specula
tion were objected to by the press by late 1861, and "Poor
Mechanic" wanted to know what would happen to day
laborers if farmers and manufacturers continued to raise their
prices. 55
In the summer of 1862 Athens merchant I. M. Kenney an
nounced that he would continue to sell such goods as he
could get a common statement heard more and more there
after for cash or its equivalent. He would buy or sell any
manufactured item or country produce on commission. Cur
rently he wanted 5,000 pairs of cotton and woolen socks (com
monly advertised for by Kenney and other merchants
throughout the war), 500 bushels of dried apples and peaches,
1,000 yards of country cotton cloth (plain, striped, or
checked), 1,000 yards of woolen linsey for overshirts, and 500
yards of jeans for coats and pants. 56 In the late spring, iron
and nails were advertised by several Athens merchants. Athens
ladies were writing to Mrs. Cobb in Macon to see if she
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could find dress goods there especially gingham which
was unobtainable in Athens.57
While the press was reporting the Athens market as empty
of food and clothing in October of 1862, the next month
Nathan Holbrook reported in stock or soon to arrive: rice,
rice flour, tobacco, sugars, syrup, cider vinegar, 100 pounds
of candy, sewing needles and pins, J. P. Coats spool thread,
and Confederate bonnets hardly enough to fill all desires
and needs of Athenians, yet enough to help considerably. By
December William Shear, Augusta merchant, advertised in
the Athens newspapers that he had heavy flannels, excellent
for soldiers©s wear, and ladies mourning dress goods in quite a
variety, mainly French. 58 The December newspapers reported
the first visit of agents to seize cloth, shoes, leather, and other
similar items, in line with the recent state act. The prices
allowed by the agents were reported as often less than what
people had paid for the item seized. But the Watchman agreed
with the Chronicle and Sentinel that no one should resist "as
the Scripture requires us to ©render unto seizer the things which
are seizer©$, and commends us if any one would take our coat
to give him a cloak also."59
Early 1863 saw advertisement of 200 dozen spool cotton
thread, iron and steel, tobacco, rice, sugar, two sacks Rio
coffee, and one chest of black tea. In April one Athens lady
asked Mrs. Howell Cobb if her husband could procure
straw hats unobtainable in Athens in South Georgia or
Florida where they were reportedly manufactured. In May
Captain J. Livingston, army quartermaster, advertised a large
quantity of bark horse collars at market prices, evidently army
surplus. In July, Kenney was advertising powder, lead, shot,
and caps the first advertisement for ammunition noted. He
also had fine bleached homespun, linen handkerchiefs, stay
binding, needles and pins, and knitting needles. 60 The largest
and most interesting assortment of goods advertised in 1863
was "Choice Blockade Goods" for sale by S. Elliott, Jr. a
new name among Athens merchants. Included were Young
Hyson Tea (very choice), English cottons and linens, ladies©
handkerchiefs, needles and pins, ladies© stockings, hooks and
eyes, English soap, 200 genuine Havanna u Segars," 100 bushels
of best salt, writing paper, tobacco, and assorted food and
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hardware items. This was a rare find for many Athenians.
No prices were included in the advertisement probably so
as not to frighten customers away. Kenney thought it worth
while to advertise matches made by the Confederate Match
Company of Macon as the best matches ever offered for
sale in Athens. Augusta merchants advertised in the Athens
newspapers, and at least one offered to send samples to pro
spective customers in Athens.61
Throughout 1864 there was no noticeable diminution in
items advertised. Items noted throughout the year included
cotton cards, salt, gun caps and shot, tobacco, sugar, water
buckets, copperas, fancy dress goods, spool cotton, buttons,
pins and needles, combs, tooth brushes, paper and envelopes,
pencils, calicoes, men©s ready-made clothing, shirting, various
medicines, pepper and spices, starch, bar soap, castile soap,
glasses, curry combs, scissors, and fine textiles and toilet
articles for the ladies. Usually quantities were not given, but the
variety of items and repeats on a number of them prove that
there was no real shortage of many things for people able
to afford them. In July Auctioneer William H. Dorsey an
nounced the auction of 100 yards of carpeting, bedding,
and some furniture, items which must have sold readily/©2
Business in Athens was evidently good enough to attract
merchants from other areas. Findley, Hope and Company,
Dahlonega merchants for several years, announced in August
that they had begun a wholesale and retail business in Athens.
They had for sale 20,000 pounds of salt, 500 pounds of soda,
500 bunches of cotton yarn, five boxes of cotton cards, three
hogsheads of sugar, ten barrels of New Orleans syrup, a
large lot of hats, a large lot of brown sheeting and shirting,
and stationery of every kind in abundance hardly a famine
or indication of great shortages.63
During the first four months of 1865 the lack of advertise
ments indicates short stocks: Caldwell and Dorsey opened on
Broad Street in February, advertised staples to exchange for
country produce, and went out of business on April 1 an
indication that business was not at its best. Seymour, Nunn and
Company had butter for sale in February the first time it
had been advertised in Athens in a long time. It would be
interesting to know the source of the butter, but there is

112

CONFEDERATE

ATHENS

no indication. In mid-Alarch T. F. Tappan, another new name
among Athens merchants, advertised cotton yarn, Augusta
sheeting, tobacco, and paper among items he wanted to barter
for country produce. The same Banner noted that Dr. Smith
had some fine smoking and chewing tobacco for sale at his
drug store.64
Besides the regular merchants, there was Captain William
H. Dorsey, the town auctioneer, a man of many services who
frequently advertised his "bargains." As the Banner said of
him, "Everybody knows the Captain. He is one of the regular
institutions of our town. We could no more get along without
him than we could without a Town Hall, or a calaboose,
or a school house, or a blacksmith shop, or any other public
institution. . . . Every body calls on the Captain to sell prop
erty, buy property, collect debts, catch thieves, recover
stolen property, and do a great many other things too tedious
to mention." The Captain had just opened an auction and
commission house at Nicholson©s old corner, where he would
sell goods every Saturday "at the customer©s own price."65
Throughout the war Athens merchants bought mainly
from Augusta wholesalers and local manufacturers. With the
shortages of the last two years, merchants ranged further
afield in their searches, sometimes going into North Carolina
and other states. Athens wholesalers sold items mainly in the
immediately surrounding counties and the Athens trade area
to the north. There were some sales in North Carolina and
Tennessee.66 However, the Athens trade area remained es
sentially the same that it had been before war broke out one
or two counties deep in surrounding areas and further into
northeast Georgia. Augusta was economically and socially
Athens© most important contact outside this trade area. The
presence or absence of railroads had a great deal to do with
the formulation of this pattern, especially contacts with
Augusta.
Shortages in books and writing paper worried some
Athenians. William N. White in December of 1860 had
advertised a Christmas stock of juvenile books and other
items, a type of advertisement he did not insert in the news
papers during the war years. In the summer of 1862 White ad
vertised for used textbooks, revealing a need that would
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become much greater before the end of the war. But by March
1863 White had the Southern edition of Webster©s Ele
mentary Speller. He sold the 1864 edition of Greer©s Almanac
for twenty-five cents, sent by mail to any address. As late as
the summer of 1864 he had spellers, readers, other school
books, music, paper, envelopes, and the like for sale.67 White
also sold musical instruments and such timely sheet music as
"Lone Star or Secession Polka" and "Stonewall Jackson©s
Way." One of the few timely books was Rev. Charles
Halleck©s Life of Stonewall Jackson, advertised in June and
July of 1863.68 In June of 1862 White announced his hours
as from eight to one and from five to six-thirty; by the next
April the late afternoon hours were discontinued.69
White was the main supplier of books in Athens, but there
were several other sources. The greatest shortage was in
school textbooks. M. P. Caldwell of Lexington, who apparent
ly dealt in textbooks, asked in November of 1862 if Christy
could not print some Webster©s spellers, then unobtainable,
to sell for forty to fifty cents apiece. Christy replied that
J. W. Burke of Macon was about to bring out an edition of
Webster; and soon there were ads in the newspapers for
Burke, Boykin, and Company©s spellers, picture primer, Sun
day school songbook, and elementary catechism. Christy
liked the Revised Elementary Spelling Book published in
1863 by J. J. Toon and Company of Atlanta because it con
tained the Bible readings in defense of slavery. Athens mer
chants and others advertised spellers, arithmetic books, and
other textbooks through 1864. 70
Writing paper was advertised by White and several other
Athens merchants, both the newspapers, and by the Pioneer
Manufacturing Company. In May of 1861 White had writing
paper and envelopes with the Confederate flag imprinted in
color. At several other times there was mention of Southern
or Confederate letter paper, sometimes with a comment on
the deteriorating quality. In 1862 and 1863, C. C. Swan,
the Athens assistant postmaster, had paper and self-sealing
envelopes for sale. In January, 1865, paper sold at $50 to $60
per ream and envelopes at $60 per 1,000. 71 Although the paper
used by Athenians during the war years deteriorated in
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quality, there is no indication that the supply was ever entirely
exhausted.
Not all Athens businessmen showed the ingenuity that
livery stable keeper R. R. Saulter did in securing his mer
chandise. In early 1861 he went to Cincinnati and bought a
drove of horses. He was arrested and told he could not take
his horses south. However, he got the horses two by two
into Kentucky and from there was able to drive them to
Athens in late April. 72
An important adjunct to Athens merchants and manu
facturers were the banks and insurance companies, which pro
vided the necessary credit for much business. Athens banks
and insurance companies were generally conservative in their
management and were not adversely affected by the war
until the disruption of 1864 and 1865. The Bank of Athens
regularly paid quarterly dividends of from 2% to 3% per
cent through 1863, but no record of dividends for the re
mainder of the war has been found. 73 The value of assets of
the bank was approximately $450,000 through 1863, but they
declined to $330,000 by mid-1864. The deposits in 1864 had
declined from the $157,618.97 of the previous year to
$19,507.87. Stevens Thomas, Young L. G. Harris, John H.
Newton, John T. Grant, and J. S. England were the directors
during the war years, and Thomas served as president. As
late as April 12, 1865, the bank advertised that it would re
deem its paper issue for the next thirty days at the rate of 20
per cent in coin and the remainder in Confederate notes. 74
The Athens Building and Loan Association went out of
business on February 9, 1861, after having operated for eight
and a half years. With its exit from the field, a meeting was
at once called, apparently from the old association member
ship, to create a new association. Several organizational meet
ings for the Athens Mutual Loan Association were held in
February and March. R. M. Smith was elected president, I. M.
Kenney treasurer, Isaac S. Vincent secretary, and four other
Athens business men directors. The only other record of the
association was a notice in April of 1863 that the regular
monthly meeting would be held in May and that if 400 shares
of stock had been taken by that time the first loan of the
association would be made.75 Since no further notice of the
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association can be found in the press, it seems probable that
it did not secure sufficient stockholders to do business.
The Southern Mutual Insurance Company, the bestknown business of this sort in Athens, paid dividends for
every year of the war except 1865. Its 1861 dividend was 50
per cent of premiums paid in, but the 1862 dividend was
reduced to 20 per cent because of the heavy loss of $73,000
resulting from a major fire in Charleston. The 1862 annual
report announced that several agencies had been discontinued
or suspended because of occupation of areas by the enemy.
Since it was difficult to make safe investments, the company
began to receive its 1861 script in payment of premiums. In
1863 and 1864 the dividends were back at 50 per cent. With
the fall of the Confederacy, the company wrote off its Con
federate bonds and currency to the amount of $232,401.25,
more than half of its assets. Though it did not declare a divi
dend in 1865, it continued in business. Throughout the war,
Asbury Hull was president and treasurer and Albon Chase was
secretary and general agent. Ten of the nineteen directors were
leading Athens business men Asbury Hull, E. L. Newton,
Dr. Henry Hull, John H. Newton, John Crawford, Stevens
Thomas, Edward R. Ware, Young L. G. Harris, Ferdinand
Phinizy, and Albon Chase.76
The Athens Georgia Insurance Company was chartered
by the state legislature in December of 1862. Albon Chase,
the secretary of Southern Mutual, was one of the incorporators, along with seven other Athens businessmen. This
company was to have $200,000 capital stock and was to do
fire, maritime, goods, and life insurance. The charter pro
vided that the company could not do business until $100,000
of the stock was paid in, and apparently this did not happen
as no further notice of the company has been discovered. 77
To aid the Confederate government and Athenians, a
Confederate Treasury Depository was established in Athens
in March of 1863 for the sale of bonds, payment of interest,
and conduct of business with the Treasury. Henry Hull, Jr.,
the agent in charge of this depository, conducted its business
at the Bank of the State of Georgia, where Hull was cashier.78
Athens was the economic center of a conservative agricul
tural-manufacturing-trading community. It is not surprising,
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therefore, that there was as little economic change as possible
during the war. Business as usual lasted as long as possible. It
was then modified by new activities to aid the war, a decline
of agricultural activity caused by the absence of men who had
gone off to war, changes in agriculture caused by declining
cotton production and increased food production, and in
creased shortages brought on by the lack of imported goods
that were poorly compensated for by increased local and home
manufacture. The only new industry of any importance was
the Cook and Brother Armory, brought into Athens by out
siders. New locally-inspired manufacturing was all of the shop
and hand type. Existing banks and insurance companies con
tinued to operate, but new ones that tried to begin operation
were not successful. Economic change brought few new
workers into the area. It seems that the war had a greater
adverse effect on the farmer and city worker and merchant
than it did on Athens manufacturers.

COOK AND BROTHER ARMORY
Courtesy Charles J. Brockman, Jr.
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Spare Not the Rod
BIRTH, death, marriage, educating children, church-going,
recreational activities, and most other social activities con
tinue in war as in peace. People go on living, much as they
did, despite differences that appear on the surface. In an area
outside the combat zone this continuity is most obvious. The
centers of social activities in Athens were the University, the
other schools, the churches, and the homes. Though all of
these were affected by the war, only the University suspended
operations. Probably the greatest social change in Athens was
the absence of many men in the army and the fear for their
safety.
Central to Athens physically and intellectually was the
University of Georgia, and central to the University were
the students. Admission was by examination in Latin, Greek,
mathematics, and English grammar for freshmen and in the
first year©s work for students who sought advanced standing.
Enrollment of 1860 and 1861 was about 120 students for each
year, and expenses for 1861-1862 which were estimated at
$203 to $238.50 for tuition, library fee, and servant©s hire,
were increased from $50 to $75 that year. 1
The faculty was composed of the chancellor, five profes
sors, and one adjunct professor. The professorship of natural
sciences was vacant when classes began in January of 1861.
Instead of the three terms of the past, 1861-1862 began a
two-term year. The first term ran from September 1 through
December 1, and the second term from January 1 through
the second Wednesday in July, with regular examinations at
the end of each term. Besides the regular course, students
117
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who were qualified were allowed to take as a partial course
any subject offered at the University except Latin and Greek.2
The Law School, attached to the University but not an
integral part of it, was taught in the law office of Thomas
R. R. Cobb and had approximately fifty students in 1861.
There were two classes, the junior and the senior; every term
a junior class was admitted and a senior class graduated. Law
graduates were allowed to practice in the courts of Georgia
without taking a bar examination.3
Though instruction was still mainly by the lecture and
recitation method, there was library work and scientific ob
servation if not regular experimentation. The University
boasted about thirteen thousand library volumes, philosophical
and chemical apparatus, a minerological and geological
cabinet, biological specimens, mathematical and astronomical
instruments, and "an excellent Achromatic Telescope of six
feet focal length, equatorially mounted, with thread and ring
Micrometer."
The main extracurricular activities were the literary
societies, Demosthenian and Phi Kappa, of which the college
catalogue said, "The members of the Societies meet in their
respective Halls every Saturday morning at 9 o©clock, A.M.
which day is devoted to their exercises; and on appointed
days they have public exhibitions." The University©s con
cern for the spiritual welfare of its students included "regular
and punctual attendance on morning prayers in the Chapel."
On Sunday all students were required "to attend Divine
Service both morning and evening, in any one of the Churches
of the town they may prefer." A service designed especially
for the students was conducted by the Chancellor every
Sunday afternoon in the Chapel.4
The January term opened in 1861 with the usual number
of students in attendance despite the troublous times which
it had been feared might reduce enrollment. Howell Cobb, Jr.,
wrote his mother that the college was not very flourishing
and that he would not be surprised if it did not "bust up"
soon. The students had handed in a petition to the Prudential
Committee for a reduction of tuition to the former $50.00.
Having received no reply, Howell said the boys were threat-
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ening to resign; but this may have been the wishful thinking
of an indifferent student.5
Despite secession and war, the University continued its
usual schedule with a few exceptions throughout the school
year of 1860-1861. The literary societies held their usual
anniversary orations in late February, at which student orators
did "an excellent job."6 But secession and threats of war had
an effect upon student enrollment. By March a law student
reported only about thirty law students, which meant that
students were leaving. The same letter reported that T. R. R.
Cobb had lectured on the proposed state constitution, of
which he was the principle author, just four days after it
was presented to the state convention in Savannah. Six weeks
later, this same student reported how hard it was to settle
down to the study of law in such troubled times,7 but ap
parently he was sticking it out until graduation.
On April 15 students petitioned that they be allowed to
form a military company under the control of the faculty.
There were no objections provided the students secured the
permission of their parents and of the Prudential Committee
of the trustees. A week later the faculty ordered its secretary
to inform the parents of two students who quit to join a
military company that the faculty did not approve of this
action. On April 25 the fourteen juniors who had withdrawn
because of the excited conditions of the times were informed
that no honorable dismissal would be granted except upon
application of parents, the usual procedure in such cases.
Apparently the students or their parents had second thoughts
about withdrawal, because on June 3 the faculty resolved to
readmit these students upon their standing a satisfactory
examination and acknowledging their error. Yet, by the end
of the term, about seventy-five of the students had with
drawn.8
Upon the petition of the senior class, the faculty agreed
to move the date of the senior examinations from mid-June
to May 15. Twenty-three seniors were graduated, one of them
already absent with his military unit. Instead of the usual
week-long commencement prograjn, the chancellor delivered
the commencement sermon in the chapel and conferred the
degrees. Many Athenians and students must have felt cheated
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by this shortened program. Lamar Cobb, who received his
law degree in 1860, had reported his commencement to be the
gayest he had ever witnessed, with parties every night. 9
At the trustees© meeting on July 4 and 5, Chancellor
Lipscomb reported that the state of the University was good
except for the withdrawal of about three-fifths of the students.
Professor Richard M. Johnston, W. D. Wash, and ViceChancellor Mell resigned, the latter to enter military service.
The trustees accepted the resignations of Johnston and Wash
and granted Mell a leave of absence without pay.
Chancellor Lipscomb could not estimate what enrollment
would be for the next term, but he was sure that the Uni
versity should be kept open. Reduced enrollment would re
duce University income. Hence, after consulting with the
faculty, the trustees voted that faculty salaries (f 3,000 for the
chancellor and $2,000 for professors) be reduced by 20 per
cent. The Terrell Professorship of Agriculture was reduced
to $600 a year, and the Lumpkin Law School was suspended
until further notice. 10
A considerably reduced University reopened in September,
but the exact number of students has not been discovered.
At an October 29 call meeting of the trustees, it was voted
that after January 1 the chancellor©s salary would be $2,000
and professors© $l,500. u
In January of 1862 the Banner reported that the University
had resumed under "very encouraging prospects," that the
number of students during the fall had considerably increased,
and that more might arrive yet. Sarah R. Cobb said that the
University opened with twenty-five students, seven of whom
boarded with Professor Williams Rutherford. A month later
she said that several more students had enrolled. In July
Chancellor Lipscomb reported that thirty-nine students had
matriculated at some time during the year and that more
than half took the prescribed curriculum. Some were sub
ject to conscription, but Governor Brown exempted college
students or more would have left. 12
The regular literary society anniversary celebrations were
held in February, but the ten-day senior vacations was
abolished and final examinations began on May 19, on a
schedule similar to the previous year. Five seniors, all absent
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with the army, were graduated. The only part of the com
mencement exercises held was the sermon preached by Chan
cellor Lipscomb on Saturday, July 5, "to a large and ap
preciative audience."13
Lipscomb reported to the trustees that regular classes
had been held throughout the year and that he felt that
keeping the University open had been entirely justified. He
said that the faculty, despite reduced salaries, had done an
excellent job and were deserving of praise. The trustees
thanked them for their "self-sacrificing spirit." The library
building had been finished, $1,500 had been used to equip it,
and the books had been moved in. The new libfary room,
60 by 50 feet, with its alcoves provided ample room and
allowed the books to be arranged by departments to make
them much more useful to the readers. The library building
was to contain the museum when the apparatus was avail
able. This the chancellor thought should be provided im
mediately, and the trustees authorized the purchase if finances
would allow it. The building contained three large and
elegant lecture halls, "with special reference to illustrative
offices of instruction."
The chancellor thought that schools and education should
be expanded, not contracted, during the war. The University
must be ready for the new day he predicted for education,
and the best service which it could render to the Confederacy
was to establish a school of civil engineering. Lipscomb had
more vision than the trustees, who saw practical difficulties
mainly money in the way and took no action. Instead of
any expansion they voted that the Terrell Professorship in
Agriculture be vacated after January 1.
To aid enrollment, the trustees directed the chancellor to
request President Davis to allow Georgia conscripts under
twenty-one years of age to remain at the University and be
drilled by competent officers until they were actually needed
in the field, but the War Department took no action on this
request. So ended the academic year 1861-1862 at the Uni
versity of Georgia. 14
The University reopened in th©e fall of 1862 for its regular
term with a smaller enrollment than the last year and com
pleted the first term without incident. In March the faculty
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voted to give Thomas Grimes, the only member of the senior
class, his degree without examination, he having arrived at
the age liable to conscription. Again the only part of the com
mencement ceremonies held was the sermon delivered by Dr.
Lipscomb in the chapel of July 5. 15
The trustees had four vacancies in their own ranks to fill,
three of them caused by military deaths Thomas R. R.
Cobb, Francis S. Bartow, and Marcellus Douglas. Richard M.
Johnston, recently resigned as a faculty member, was selected
a trustee. The chancellor pointed out the difficulty of keeping
students only twenty had been enrolled during the past
year once they reached the age of eighteen. To keep the
University going he recommended dropping the rule that
freshmen must be fourteen, that any prepared student be
accepted, and that the freshman and sophomore classes be
brought back to the University from the high school for the
war years. The high school was not able to accommodate
all who applied for admission. Both recommendations were
approved and put into effect.
Lipscomb reported that he had found an excellent prospec
tive professor of civil engineering but had not hired him as
that department probably could not be self-sustaining at
first. Again the trustees ignored the chancellor©s recommenda
tion and took no action.
There were no new library acquisitions during the year,
and the museum had not been arranged because of the im
possibility of getting necessary fixtures. The natural history
hall had progressed as far as materials would allow. The
balances due on the library building and the high school were
all paid. Because of the increased cost of living and because
the bank had paid a dividend, the chancellor was voted a
supplement of $500 and the professors $300 each for the past
year. Dr. Mell had been acting for several weeks as colonel
of troops raised for home defense, with his University duties
divided between the other faculty members. This led the
trustees to vote that faculty should join only local military
units. 16
In the fall of 1863 the University resumed with some
forty pupils in the freshman through junior classes. When
Governor Brown, during the second week of the session,
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called state troops and home guard to field duty the chancellor
and the Prudential Committee agreed to suspend the Uni
versity on September 8 so that faculty and students could
answer this call. The Watchman in approving this suspension
said the University would be ready to resume "as soon as the
occasion of the temporary interruption shall have passed
away." The "temporary interruption" lasted two years and
three months, until January 3, 1866. Lipscomb personally
answered the call to duty and was soon writing letters back
to Athens from "Camp near Atlanta." But he did not remain
on military service very long. 17
With no students having attended during the year, there
were no graduates for 1864, but Chancellor Lipscomb
preached the regular commencement sermon on Sunday, July
3, at the Presbyterian Church, the chapel then being used for
hospital purposes.
The trustees© meeting turned down a committee recom
mendation that the professors be paid $750 a year during the
suspension. Instead, no salary was to be paid, but professors
and their families could retain their houses rent free with the
understanding that they would return to teaching at their
pre-war salaries when the University reopened. The chancellor
was retained at his current salary to have charge of the
physical plant and to work on plans for the future activities.
The trustees and chancellor thought it was impractical to
reopen the University during the war.
Lipscomb reported that most of the buildings had been
granted to the Confederate government for an ophthalmic
hospital. The library building and New College had been
reserved under University control, and the museum had been
transferred to its hall in the library building. 18
The last war year for the University is quickly told. There
were no students and few faculty. The chancellor remained
at his post, spending from six to eight hours a day acting
as librarian. He also tried to clean and stuff the bird collection,
but gave this up as impossible. He used $700 incidental reve
nues to purchase for the library portraits of General Hardee
and General Hood painted by Professor Charles F. Weigand,
evidently a refugee from Jackson, Mississippi, who had a
studio next to the chancellor©s office in the University build-
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ing. Lipscomb reported that there had been no great damage
to the buildings and that they were ready for University
use whenever classes should resume. A trustee committee
noted numerous broken windows, locks, etc., and a general
destruction of fencing around the campus. The Confederate
hospital had apparently been closed or moved during this
year, but Lipscomb reported that the dormitories were ad
vantageously rented apparently to refugees. 19
A part of the enlarged University under the 1860 plan
was the University High School, sometimes referred to as the
Collegiate Institute. This was envisioned as a place to prepare
students properly for the University, to take students uat
an early age and domesticating them under such kind and
watchful provisions as shall aim at securing good health and
pure morals, it proposes to give them an accurate and com
plete training for the curriculum of University Life." For this
purpose the University Trustees erected "a large and com
modious granite building, adopted to the purposes of a HomeSchool" at the junction of the Jefferson and Monroe highways
outside Athens a building that stood for a century and was
known for the last part of its life as Rock College. This
building had apartments for faculty, dormitory rooms for
students, and classrooms. It was located on a fifteen-acre
campus that would allow for botanical instruction and athletic
contests, removed from the evils of the city but close enough
to the University to have the benefits of daily contact with
the chancellor, faculty, and Prudential Committee.
At the July, 1861, University Trustees© meeting, a move
to convert the high school into a military academy was de
feated. The president, or principal, B. R. Carroll had had
fifteen years© experience as a principal of a boys© school in
Charleston, South Carolina. L. H. Charbonnier, a graduate
of St. Cry in Paris, became Professor of French, Mathematics,
and Military Tactics. R. Izard Middleton and A. G. Dinges
taught classics, English, German, and French.
The government of students was to be military "yet soft
ened by the well regulated discipline of a family." The
scholastic year consisted of two terms of twenty-one weeks
each, with a five-week vacation between each to come at
Christmas and in June and July. Charges for board, tuition,
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fuel, lights, use of library, etc., were $150 per term for
boarding students or $35 for day students.20
The formal dedication of the school took place on April
28, 1862, after classes had begun. All Athens clergymen,
Trustee William L. Mitchell, President Carroll, and Chancellor
Lipscomb were on the program. Mitchell in his address pointed
out that the school had cost $24,000, not a cent of which
had come out of the state treasury. He thought the school
should serve all the state and should become what Eton,
Rugby, and Westminster were to Oxford and Cambridge.
After the ceremonies, the school was opened to inspection. A
meal in the dining hall elicited favorable comment about the
food and students© table manners.21
By November the school had more applicants than it
could accommodate; and in January, 1863, tuition and other
charges rose to $175 per term. At the end of the June term
there was a "very fine" oratorical exhibition by the high
school students at the University Chapel before a ularge and
respectable audience." President Carroll reported 103 pupils
enrolled the first year 67 from Georgia; 23, South Carolina;
4, Alabama; 3, Florida; 3, Louisiana; 2, Tennessee; and 1,
Mississippi. He thought most of the pupils would return for
the next term and hoped that ten to fifteen would be prepared
to enter the University in September.22
The 1864 catalogue pointed out that there were four
classes in the school, a debating and literary club for the higher
classes, lectures on the Socratic plan for students capable of
appreciating them, compulsory attendance at religious services
in the school chapel morning and evening and once on Sunday
in an Athens church or the school chapel, and public ex
hibitions of elocution once or twice a year. Charges were
now $100 per term in specie or $800 in Confederate currency.
Parents were cautioned to furnish sons as little spending
money as possible and requested not to send food from home
to the boys. Discipline was noted as being mainly by moral
suasion and punishment by deprivation of privileges strange
for secondary schools of the day. More drastic unnamed
punishment was to be used when the above failed. Expulsion
would be resorted to only when a boy became incorrigibly
bad, idle, or stubborn. There were gymnastics and ample play-
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ground and apparatus with a professor always present. Mili
tary drill and tactics were a daily exercise. If the school did
all it promised, the students should have progressed rapidly,
but the faculty would certainly have been overworked.
In July of 1863 the trustees© committee on the High
School thought that English composition was not adequately
emphasized. A year previously the trustees had specified
that thirteen should be the age of admission, otherwise the
school would become a primary school.23
The school continued its activities throughout the war
years with seventy pupils in the term ending in June, 1864,
and fifty-three in November. When the conscription law of
1864 required military service of seventeen-year-olds, Lipscomb secured the exemption of University High School stu
dents except for local defense. Though little has been dis
covered about food and discipline in the school, there were
shortages of servants and food because of wartime conditions.
This school became upon founding, and continued to be, one
of the better preparatory schools in Georgia, thus fulfilling
its original purpose.24
Of the private schools in Athens, Lucy Cobb Institute
was the best known, had the largest enrollment, and was the
best girls© school. The January, 1861, enrollment of fiftytwo students was described as a not very good enrollment by
student Lucy Barrow. The first effect that the war had upon
the school was the resignation of its principal, R. M. Wright,
who was a Northerner. He was replaced in January, 1862, by
Washington Muller of Charleston, South Carolina, who re
mained for the rest of the war years. He originally taught
Latin, Greek, and Hebrew; but his offerings increased as
enrollment and the number of faculty declined with the war
years. Lucy Barrow wrote a friend that Muller was not strict
at all. His one rule was "No Talking" and "Good Lessons."
The long list of delinquents during former administrations
came down off the schoolroom door and Aiuller was kind to
the girls, who believed in him strongly.25
French and German, necessary for an adequate education
for young ladies, were taught in 1861 by Madam Muller, de
scribed as being a Roman Catholic who spoke very broken
English but fluent French and German and who dressed
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in the morning without hoops. She was replaced in 1862 by
Mademoiselle Grupen, advertised as educated in Germany
and Paris and speaking the languages like a native. Mademoi
selle was to live at the Institute and the boarding students
who studied French were to sit at her table and speak French
altogether, a practice formerly followed by Madam Muller.
Lucy Barrow reported that she liked Mademoiselle better
than she did her predecessor, as she was a better teacher and
so jolly. Besides, she fixed her hair in a funny way, which
afforded the girls amusement. 26
With the September, 1861, opening of Lucy Cobb there
were too few small girls to employ a primary teacher, so
they were taught by Miss Ferris, who also presided over
the literary department for the larger girls. Miss Wray, who
had taught drawing and painting, did not return, and Prin
cipal Muller was not able to secure another teacher for that
term. Dr. Wurm taught both vocal and instrumental music
throughout the war years and was popular with the students.27
He was responsible for many musical programs to entertain
Athenians and to raise money for soldiers.
Lucy Barrow said in 1862 that she was studying Blair©s
University Rhetoric, Paradise Lost, mythology in English,
natural philosophy, French, arithmetic, music, reading, writ
ing, and spelling. Lucy said they memorized Paradise Lost,
transposed it from poetry to prose, and parsed it as a grammar
lesson. Though Mr. Muller pointed out the "sublime passages,"
it was largely a loss to Lucy. Dr. Wurm, who had recently
been on a tour with a band to military camps, was full of his
experiences and praise for his band.28
The offerings for the fall of 1862 consisted of English,
modern languages, classical studies, math and science, music
(harp, piano, guitar, and vocal), oil and watercolor painting
(though there was no art teacher when school began), pencil
and crayon drawing, ornamental needlework, and wax flower
and fruit making. 29 Hereafter the offerings lessened as pupils
and teachers decreased in number. In the August, 1864, an
nouncement, Muller said there would be only himself, Dr.
Wurm, and Mademoiselle Grupen. Offerings would be made
in the English branches, French and German, and vocal and
instrumental music. The 1864 opening was postponed, ap-
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parently because of the uncertain military situation, but the
opening was announced in mid-October by Miss Sarah A.
Lipscomb, who was then associated with the school. Muller
announced the January, 1865, term, so it is possible that he
had been absent with the Athens home guard in the fall of
1864.30
For the January, 1865, term, drawing and painting were
added to the offerings of the previous fall, and primary school
was again advertised. Board was now $600 for the term, pay
able in advance; and boarders were required to furnish their
own candles, candlesticks, towels, bedclothes, foot tubs, and
chamber crockery. Miss Lipscomb was now in charge of the
English department and Professor Weigand (or Weighandt)
was announced for drawing and painting; Mademoiselle
Grupen and Dr. Wurm continued at their posts. A vacancy
existed in the primary school and another for an assistant in
the English department who could handle social duties also.
It was hoped to secure a distinguished gentleman to deliver
lectures subject unannounced. Evidently the school was not
full in 1865, as an advertisement appeared in February that
ladies could obtain room and board at Lucy Cobb.31
Besides its effect upon enrolment and faculty, the war
was felt at Lucy Cobb in other ways. There is a tradition
that when some Athens troops were ordered to the front, the
girls slipped out the front windows without hats or bonnets
and rushed in this unladylike fashion to take leave of their
friends and sweethearts. The principal and faculty were un
able to persuade the girls to return until the farewells were
over. 82 Throughout the war years the girls gathered in the
living room to sew, knit, and make bandages for the soldiers
and get the news and read letters from their soldier friends,
including trustee and founder Thomas R. R. Cobb. The
girls prepared the "Lucy Cobb Comicality," which they sent
to the soldiers to enliven camp life. Cobb wrote that he was
amused by the good wit but did not approve of the "Comi
cality" as the injury to the modesty of the girls overbalanced
the wit. Apparently the Calvinistic conscience crushed the
budding geniuses, as no more is heard of the "Lucy Cobb
Comicality."33 May Day of 1864 wras observed with the
usual activities. Miss Lipscomb was even prevailed upon by
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the queen to allow several young men to go to the picnic
that followed the festivities at the school.34
Athens had from ten to fifteen the number varied from
year to year additional schools of a primary and secondary
nature. Some were for boys, some for girls, and some for
both coeducation usually being confined to children under
fourteen. Probably a majority of these schools were con
ducted by a single person in a room of his or her house or
in a small schoolhouse. There were English schools in which
all instruction was in English, while some schools taught
French and sometimes German besides the English course.
Classical schools taught the ancient languages and other college
preparatory subjects. Some schools advertised two or three
teachers or someone besides the regular teacher to handle
foreign languages, music, or other special subjects. Several of
the schools were of long standing, including R. P. Adams©
school for boys; A. M. Scudder©s Centre Hill Classical and,
Mathematical School began its seventeenth annual session on
January 5, 1863; Cobbham Academy, with J. G. White as
principal, prepared boys for college or business; Emily
Witherspoon©s school for girls and boys, conducted since the
1840©s, was to be held beginning in January of 1861 in a
"large, convenient room, now in course of erection," in the
grove in front of her residence, corner of Hoyt and Thomas
Streets; and Mrs. Coley©s school for boys and girls, formerly
the Athens Female Academy, offered both English and French
courses. Other schools came and went, some taught by refu
gees like Mrs. Lucy L. Holmes who advertised herself in
1862 as recently from Savannah. There was no shortage of
schools or pupils in Athens.35
In addition to the regular schools, there were people who
gave private instruction in subjects such as music and art.
F. W. Walter, a music teacher and piano tuner from Atlanta,
moved to Athens in 1861 and offered to teach piano and guitar
as well as do tuning and repairing. He worked in conjunc
tion with White©s bookstore and Dr. Wurm at Lucy Cobb
but apparently did not meet with much success and un
doubtedly left Athens by 1864, though he continued to re
turn to tune pianos.36 A. Cooke, formerly of Wilkes County
and Augusta, offered his services to the public as private in-
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structor in piano and voice and repairer and tuner of pianos in
1862. Having made a trip to Athens in January of 1863 to
tune pianos, H. C. Clutsam announced his removal from
Atlanta to Athens the following December. Miss E. Wray ad
vertised drawing lessons at the Franklin House in 1862. She
had been listed on the Lucy Cobb faculty for the same
subject that January, but Lucy Barrow reported in February
that Miss Wray was not at Lucy Cobb because of an argument
she had with Principal Aduller.37
There must have been other Athens children who studied
under their parents, as Mary Ann Rutherford reported to
her friend, Mary Ann Cobb, in February of 1864. "I have
commenced studying under Pa [Professor Williams Ruther
ford of the University], he certainly is the strictest teacher I
ever tried. It is true I haven©t much to do but that little must
be perfect. I must be down stairs at sunrise & read history
until 9. Then 2 hours of algebra. Lastly poetry to analyze
and parse. I don©t recite until after supper, so have plenty of
time to learn my lessons well"''™
Public educational support in Clarke County was con
fined to payment of tuition of poor students with state
funds. A free school system for the county was adopted in
1859 but cancelled in 1860 before it began operation. The
county would pay for education of poor students in an
English education only. Teachers were authorized to charge
the same for poor students as for paying students provided it
did not exceed seven cents per day per pupil in 1861. By
1864 this payment had risen to sixteen cents per day per
pupil. Poor students were to be from six to eighteen years of
age and the children of parents who were not able to pay for
the education themselves, orphans, or children deserted by
their parents. Poor students who were proficient in the ele
mentary branches were allowed to take the "higher branches
of utility exclusively" with competent teachers at the same
rate.39 The county board of education did provide teacher
examinations and issue certificates of competence that were
required of teachers who collected poor school funds. In
1864 the county board of education spent $2514 on poor
children©s tuition, which would have provided for between
100 and 150 students for a full school year or a larger number
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for briefer terms.40 No figures on actual poor-school enroll
ment have been discovered.
Education in Confederate Athens was affected by the
war as it was in most non-combat areas. Men©s colleges
usually had their enrollments drastically reduced before they
were closed and frequently had their buildings used as hos
pitals and by refugees. Undoubtedly the University buildings
would have been used more as army hospitals had it not
been for the difficulties of rail transportation into Athens.
Primary and secondary schools were not so adversely
affected by the war so far as pupils and faculty were con
cerned; and so it was with Lucy Cobb, the University High
School, and the other Athens schools. There were shortages
in books, other supplies, pupils who could afford to pay the
tuition after inflation set in, and food. But with the emphasis
that ante-bellum Athens had put on education, it is not sur
prising that people who wanted to teach and people with
children to be educated came to Athens, and neither class was
disappointed.

ft 9 ft
Not by Bread Alone
IN religion, as in education, the changes brought on by war
were not drastic, nor did they make immediate differences
in the church life of Athenians. Naturally, people assumed
that the Lord was on their side in the war and prayed to
Him for victory, but it has always been thus. In the name
of aid to one©s fellow man soldiers and soldiers© families
there would be new demands on the churches, but this was
not new or unusual. In short, the churches continued their
usual activities with few new programs and without ending
any practices already followed.
The Baptists, one of the two largest congregations in
Athens, were enjoying their new church building under the
pastorship of Rev. L. R. L. Jennings. There was a
branch church at Princeton Mill which had a separate pastor,
but was a part of the Athens church. There was a separate
Negro church at Thomas and Mitchell streets, also a branch
of the main church, where Sunday afternoon services were
held for the Negro members by the white pastor and deacons.
The business of the church was conducted at congregational
meetings, called conferences, generally held at least once a
month on Saturdays but sometimes on Sundays after the
morning worship service. Separate conferences were held
at the Princeton Mill and Negro churches. 1
Membership of the Athens church in January of 1860
was reported at about 250, and there is reason to assume that
there was some increase by 1861. Leading members included
ex-Governor Wilson Lumpkin, who resigned as clerk in
1863 and thereafter took little active part in church affairs
132
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because of age and declining health; Professor Williams
Rutherford, Sunday school superintendent and clerk from
1863; and Rev. Patrick H. Mell, who often preached in
Athens and at nearby churches when a supply minister was
needed. 2
Church finances were concerned in 1861 with the payment
of the $1,000 due on the new church building and the pastor©s
salary. Williams Rutherford tried to secure pledges to pay
the indebtedness but apparently was unable to do so. He
reported in April of 1862 that the $1,000 had been collected
by payments of $500 each from Mrs. Sarah Hamilton and
Mrs. Howell Cobb and that a number of earlier pledges had
not been paid. The pastor©s salary for 1859-1861 had not
all been paid, nor had the Sunday school rooms been furnished
adequately.3
Rutherford canvassed for subscriptions to pay the pastor©s
salary for 1861 and secured pledges totaling $800. This was
offered to Jennings and accepted by him with the agreement
that he should have one Sunday a month free to preach else
where. In June Jennings informed the church that the regular
three Sunday services (two white and one Negro) were
too much for his health and asked if he should give up the
afternoon Negro service or the evening white service. The
congregation agreed that Jennings should make the decision
himself, but no indication of what Jennings decided has been
found.4
The pastor©s salary was an item of renewed concern in
January of 1862 when Rutherford reported that much of the
1861 salary had not been paid and that he had secured
pledges totaling only $500 for 1862. Mell and Rutherford
thought that $800 should be guaranteed by the church, but it
was not guaranteed. Rutherford said that he could not con
tinue his past practice of personally making up the amounts
pledged but not paid. Jennings said that he did not feel he
could take the church for $400 or $500 but would, be willing
to stay for adequate support. Rutherford©s efforts to secure
additional pledges failed, and Jennings would not take the
church for $500 unless it was guaranteed by the church. The
congregation refused to make the guarantee despite Ruther
ford©s pleas, so Jennings refused the pastorship but said he

134

CONFEDERATE

ATHENS

would continue as supply minister until he found some other
church. Mrs. Hamilton, former Governor Lumpkin, and
Rutherford were the only people who would pledge them
selves unconditionally.5 Though no objections to Jennings have
been discovered, there probably were objections and not just
a money shortage.
Jennings continued to preach in Athens as supply minister
with the approval of many members. Rutherford said that
Jennings© spirit was excellent and that he was a very valuable
man and that all who opposed the guarantee expressed the
same feeling. Hence the action of the congregation seems
strange. On November 2 Jennings informed the church that
he had sold his house and property in Athens and had ar
ranged to move to Lexington where he had been pastor the
entire time he had been in Athens.6 On November 5 the
congregation voted to offer $1000 a year to two ministers
if either of them would come. Throughout the first half of
1863 no minister was secured and Dr. Mell preached every
Sunday night, conducting his regular morning services at
nearby churches. In May it was reported that he had been
offered $2000 to take the Athens church but had refused.7
In June Rev. F. H. Ivey, described as a young man
who worked hard and showed signs of future excellence,
was employed by the Athens church for a month on trial.
On August 1 he was elected unanimously by a church meet
ing at a salary of $100 per month, though Mrs. Cobb re
ported that the solicitations of Williams Rutherford had made
it plain that Dr. J. C. Hamilton, Mrs. Sarah Hamilton, widow
of Thomas N. Hamilton, and Mrs. Cobb would have to
support any preacher who might be employed, as most
other members would plead poverty. Ivey was unanimously
re-elected for 1864, apparently at the same salary. For 1865
he was elected at $1200 plus board and as much more as
could be collected.8
Besides the pastor of the main church, there were pastoral
needs, not so hard to settle, in the Princeton branch and at
the Negro church. In the summer of 1861 the Princeton
church requested the licensing of Joseph Loving to preach,
exhort, and engage in "such religious exercises as the good
spirit of the Lord, may influence him to engage in." Jennings
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approved the application, and the church so voted. In August
of 1863 the members of the Negro church asked that Floyd
Dent and Bob Taylor be licensed to preach and exhort. This
was approved by the congregational meeting and the licenses
ordered issued. In February of 1865 at a conference at the
Negro church Jim Whitfield McWhorter was "authorized to
exercise his gifts in exhortation and if found to improve he
would be licensed to preach."9
The biggest single item of business at the church con
ferences was granting letters of dismissal for members who
left and receiving letters for new members. Election of dele
gates to association meetings, electing the pastor and other
officials, and discipline of members were also handled. Very
complete records of these meetings were usually kept. Wil
liams Rutherford was the mover of many items at conferences
and a member of most of the committees appointed. He was
the leading layman and did more work than anyone else.
His Christian piety and brotherly love were apparent in his
church, University, and community activities. 10
A recurring problem, not confined to the 1860©s, was poor
attendance at worship services. Committees were appointed to
contact the absentees, to find out their reasons, and to urge
improved attendance. The usual report was that the delin
quents promised to do better. 11
Another problem that worried the Baptists was dancing.
When the question was asked if dancing should be tolerated
by the church, a committee of Rutherford and Brittain was
appointed to consider it. The report at the next conference
said that it was difficult to lay down definite rules as the
Bible did not give specific directions. Therefore, the subject
must be dealt with according to general principles and the
effect of worldly tendencies. Dancing was declared to be
"eminently a worldly amusement" and people were advised
to avoid it as one of those things that "causes the way of
truth to be evil spoken of." The church voted to "discounte
nance dancing in its members." 12
At least one soldier member of the church asked for and
received a letter of commendation which might entitle him to
"Christian courtesy and consideration, wherever his lot may
be cast." The church was concerned when a family left
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Athens for Lexington without asking for a letter of dismissal
and ordered Brother Jennings to investigate the matter. 13
Special collections were taken at Sunday services from
time to time for the poor, the ill, or the unfortunate, with
such funds distributed by the pastor. At least one collection,
taken in 1863 to aid evangelists in the army and to furnish
Bibles for soldiers, brought in $167. 14
When there were reports of individual wrongdoing, a
committee was appointed to investigate and report to the next
conference, which would take action. In July of 1864 a
member who admitted a charge of adultery was dismissed.
A w^oman accused of "want of chastity" denied the charge.
Since there was no direct witness "and for fear that wrong
might be done her character" the matter was postponed and
later dismissed. 15
Accusations of Negro misconduct came before the Negro
conference and were acted upon similarly to those against
white members. In the case of a member accused of drunken
ness, the committee could find no evidence, so the case was
dismissed. Another who had been caught stealing from his
master confessed his sin and pledged to do better in the
future. The conference declared itself satisfied if the master
was. Members who deserted their wedded mates and took
another were expelled. One Negro member who had moved
to Atlanta and asked for a letter of dismissal was denied
because of the report that he left his wife in Athens and had
married another in Atlanta. The Atlanta church reported
that the man had indeed parted from his wife but had not re
married and did not intend to do so. Hence the conference
granted the letter of dismissal. While members were received
"under the watch care of this church" without letters of
dismissal from their last church, they were not admitted to
full membership. One member was excluded from the church
when it was discovered that he had joined on a forged letter
of dismissal from his former church. 16
During the last week in April of 1861 the Georgia Baptist
Convention held its fortieth annual session at the Baptist
Church in Athens. Williams Rutherford secured rooms in
Athens homes for the delegates and otherwise prepared for
the session. Attendance was lower than usual because of the
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war conditions and because of the difficulties of transporta
tion to Athens. The meeting endorsed the support of the
Confederate government and said that Baptists would do
whatever was necessary to insure the independence of the
South. Dr. Mell©s election as presiding officer of this conven
tion is an indication of his place in the feelings of Georgia
Baptists. Two years later he was elected moderator of the
Convention at its annual meeting in Griffin.17
Though Baptists and Methodists did not always see eye-toeye religiously, they generally got along with each other and
recognized that both were aiming at the same end. Besides
the main Athens Methodist church there was a factory mis
sion and a colored mission, both of which usually had separate
ministers. The Georgia Methodist Conference met late in the
year and made pastoral appointments for the ensuing year. In
1861 J. O. A. Clarke presided over the Athens district; Joseph
S. Key, over the Athens church; C. A. Mitchell over the
colored mission; and Henry Crawford over the factory mis
sion. For 1862, R. W. Bigham became the presiding elder and
W. S. Turner the colored mission pastor. 18 Since the first
article about Mr. Key in the Athens press was a notice of his
having finished his work there in 1862, the assumption is that
he was not an outstanding citizen. The Banner said of him that
"by his piety, his gentle and unobtrusive manners, he had
gained the respect and love of all classes." The 1863 appoint
ments were W. J. Scott for the Athens church, G. W.
Yarborough for the colored mission, and M. F. Molsby for
the factory mission. 19
Before Scott had been in Athens two months, Mrs. Howell
Cobb said that he was an excellent preacher and citizen and
had already assumed a place in the community. Mrs. Cobb
continued that she would be sorry to miss hearing him every
Sunday when the Baptists secured a pastor of their own.
Scott conducted a revival of several weeks© duration in April
and May of 1863 at which over twenty people joined the
church. These daily services were apparently well attended
and seem to have met with general approval in the city. Two
Sundays during the revival, Judge Augustus Baldwin Longstreet, the author of Georgia Scenes and a Methodist preacher
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and college president, preached "to large and attentive con
gregations." After the revival Mr. Scott gave a series of Sun
day-night lectures on "Evidence of Christianity."20
At the end of 1863 both Athens newspapers commented
favorably upon Scott©s year in Athens and the flourishing
condition of the church under his charge. Its total collections
were reported at $8000 for the year a sizable sum for the
period. Both papers hoped that Scott would be returned to
Athens for another year, but he was replaced by Rev. A.
Wright, with William P. Patillo at the colored mission and
M. F. Molsby at the factory mission. Patillo had just been
released from the army, where he had spent two years as a
private and chaplain, having formerly been connected with
the East Texas Conference.21
The 1864 Georgia Methodist Conference was supposed to
meet in Athens but was changed by Bishop George F.
Pierce to Milledgeville because it was more convenient for
the preachers. Ho\vever, the Conference was not held in
December as usual because of difficulties of transportation,
invasion, etc. Mr. Wright left the Athens church for unknown
reasons and was replaced by H. H. Parks from Oglethorpe
County, who was anxious to secure a church to prevent his
being drafted into the army. The delayed Conference met in
Athens on January 4, 1865, with the citizens entertaining the
visiting ministers in their homes. The attendance was small
because of transportation and military difficulties, but the
town was hospitable and all pulpits except that of the Episco
pal church were filled by Methodist preachers on the Sun
day of the Conference. Parks was appointed to the Athens
church and Patillo to the colored mission. The factory mission
was left vacant.22
The Methodists had another preacher in Chancellor Lipscomb of the University, who was always available to preach,
especially on fast days or special occasions. He liked to
preach and most of his auditors agreed that "he is the most
eloquent preacher they ever heard." Over and over again
people commented on his eloquent sermons and his "glorying
in suffering and showing how it will ennoble and purify
our corrupt natures." Every Sunday afternoon he preached to
the students in the chapel and invited townspeople. Williams
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Rutherford said that if these sermons were all that Lipscomb
did, he earned his salary. Lipscomb conducted daily prayer
meetings during a part of the war years and was a source of
spiritual comfort to many Athenians.23
Though the Presbyterians might emphasize theology more
than the Methodists, both were comparable in their position
in Athens. The Presbyterian church had between 290 and 300
members, about 15 of them colored, according to the annual
reports. Sunday school enrollment varied from 80 to 150
whites and from 30 to 75 Negroes. Total regular collections
varied between $5,000 and $8,000 a year, increasing slightly
with inflation. The year 1864 was the high with $8,184.30
for regular purposes and $4,552.86 for special army and
poor collections. 24 Evidently the minister©s salary was not in
creased during the war, for in 1864 Dr. Nathan Hoyt pub
licly thanked the people in Athens who remembered him with
gifts of food and money. He said that he could not possibly
live on his salary, and in February he offered for sale several
items of furniture to pay his bills.25 The Presbyterian church
also had a paid choir leader, Mr. Thomas A. Adams, who
died in the spring of 1864 and was replaced by Mrs. Emma
Farrar.26
The government of the Presbyterian church was carried
on by the session, which held its meetings after worship
services on Sunday or at any time desired. This group consisted
of Dr. Hoyt, the moderator, William L. Mitchell, the clerk,
and about ten additional men. The session admitted new
members on certificate, granted letters of dismissal to members
leaving, considered the finances of the church, decided upon
many church activities, and called erring communicants to
order. In 1862 a session committee was appointed to confer
with a member who had been seen drunk. The errant woman
admitted that she had sinned and that the session should
dispose of her as it thought best. She was by unanimous de
cision excluded from the communion of the church, and
the moderator was directed to announce the decision during
service.27
The Athens church decided not to send a delegate to the
General Assembly in Philadelphia in May, 1861. This General
Assembly set aside July 4 for a day of prayer for union and
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to restore honorable peace and urged ministers to do all they
could to preserve the United States. The Athens session re
pudiated this action and contributed leadership to the Hopewell Presbytery held in Athens on August 6, which resolved
to withdraw all connections from the General Assembly and
to work for the formation of a General Assembly for the
Confederate States.28 Athens Presbyterians were undoubtedly
happier when the Confederate church was organized.
Thomas R. R. Cobb was the leading member of the
Presbyterian church killed in battle during the war. After
Cobb©s death the session praised him for his work: "But the
field where his Christian graces were seen in their peculiar
beauty was, the Sabbath School and the Prayer-meeting. His
presence in these sacred places was ever a joy. His address
to the children, so full of love, his tones so musical and sweet,
his beaming face, how they arrested the attention of the
youngest child; and his earnest prayers to the Master for
blessings upon their young hearts, how full of tenderness
and pathos."29
In November of 1863 the Synod of Georgia met in Athens
and families of all denominations were asked to entertain min
isters. All pulpits except the Episcopal one were filled with
Presbyterians on the Sunday during the meeting.30
The Presbyterians took up their share of special soldier
collections and entered fully into wartime activities alone
or in conjunction with the other churches and civic leaders.
One activity of the church that increased during the war was
the Georgia Domestic Missionary Society, which was an
adjunct to the Athens church or the Hopewell Presbytery,
as Dr. Hoyt was always the president and Athenians were its
officers and directors. Its activities consisted of salary sup
plements to needy ministers and various other donations to
small churches in need and apparently some direct relief work
among Presbyterians. Its minutes are not very specific as to
its organization, income, or activities. 31
The last church to be considered, Emmanuel Church
(Episcopal), wras the smallest of the major Athens churches,
though there were 44 members confirmed by Bishop Stephen
Elliott in his five Episcopal visits to Athens during the war
years, bringing the total membership to about 120. The rector
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was Rev. Matthew H. Henderson, D.D., and leading church
wardens and vestrymen included J. D. Moss, E. K. Clarke,
R. D. Moore, T. W. Rucker, James Camak, R. L. Bloomfield, M. M. Mandeville, A. M. Wyng, and A. P. Dearing.
The Episcopalians did not generally join with the other
churches in interdenominational activity. Emmanuel con
tinued its regular schedule of service with no appreciable
change except to add some special services and to take special
collections for the benefit of soldiers.32
Episcopal work among Negroes is not entirely clear, but
Negroes probably attended regular services at Emmanuel. In
January of 1863 the Episcopalians began to conduct a Sun
day School for colored children at the town hall on Sunday
evenings. The following June Dr. Henderson received per
mission from the vestry to offer his services to Bishop Elliott
to go to the army for six weeks as a missionary, but no
record has been found to indicate whether he actually served.33
When Dr. Henderson came to Emmanuel, his salary was
set at $1,000 a year and apparently was not changed during
the war years. In fact, the only reference to salary is the
appointment of a vestry committee in April of 1862 to make
up the shortage in the rector©s salary. Evidently Henderson
did not have financial troubles, as he was reported to have
paid $7,000 cash for a house after his January, 1862, marriage
to Miss Ada Screven of Savannah. Sunday collections at Em
manuel increased from ten to twenty dollars a Sunday early
in the war to from twenty-five to fifty dollars a Sunday by
the end of the war, but this increase is partially explained
by inflation.34
Interdenominational religious activities in Athens usually
consisted of prayer meetings. A daily noon prayer meeting by
Athens businessmen begun in 1858 was held as late as April
of 1863 and perhaps longer. A daily noon prayer meeting al
ternating between the Baptist, Presbyterian, and Methodist
churches may have been the same prayer meeting or a dif
ferent one.35
A meeting usually referred to as the soldiers© prayer meet
ing began being held one morning a week in one of the
churches as early as May of 1861. This meeting was sometimes
held in Dr. Lipscomb©s recitation room at the University, and
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the chancellor seems to have been one of its major backers
and a frequent speaker. By 1864 some Athenians had become
lax in their attendance at prayer meetings, for Dr. Lipscomb
lectured the meeting on non-attendance, which then im
proved. 36
Tensions, undoubtedly helped by Sherman©s invasion of
Georgia, came out into the open at this prayer meeting in
September. To quote Mrs. Thomas R. R. Cobb. "The Yankee
element in our church (and I regret to say it is very strong)
established a Wednesday afternoon meeting in the church
at 5 o©clock to be conducted by Mr. Adams. At the first meet
ing every Yankee woman was present, including several
from the other churches. I am glad that many of our de
nomination opposed it and proved their disapprobation by
attending at the college halls which ought to be the only
place of gathering. Christians bring so much reproach upon
religion by these sectarian feelings." Two weeks later Lucy
Barrow Cobb wrote that William L. Mitchell in addressing
the prayer meeting said, "There are some people in the com
munity of Northern birth who since the beginning of this
series of meetings have never once crossed this thresh-hold.
And my brethren, there is not enough unity of feeling among
you, the Presbyterians must have a little club off there, the
Baptists must have one off here, and so on. My brethren this
thing ought not to be." Another version quoted Mitchell as
saying "as long as all united in the soldier prayer meetings
and prayed for Gen. Hood he was successful but he said
©you were not satisfied with this so, the P©s must go around
every Wednesday evening to get a little presbyterian varnish
and the B©s must go to get a little baptist varnish.' Whereupon
Mrs. Bob Smith and Mrs. Camak (who said to Pina Thomas
©tis not true, tis not true©) jumped up and left the room, held
an indignation meeting out side and went home. Mrs. Mitchell
cryed and said she was very much mortified and Mr. M. had
been better sick than delivered that lecture. Mr. Mitchell says
the very evening the Ps had their first prayer meeting the
Yankees flanked Hood. I suppose he thinks that was the
cause. This little excitement spread through town and the
next evening there was quite a crowd out."37
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A final footnote on prayer meetings in Athens was the
comment in March of 1865 by Sarah Rootes Cobb: "Our
prayer meetings have gone down to twice a week. I am
sincerely sorry for it."38
Throughout the war there were a number of fast days
proclaimed by President Davis, Governor Brown, and some
times the intendant of Athens. The first was in June of 1861,
and the last one noted was in March of 1865. These days,
which tended to be on Friday, were usually observed by the
closing of stores and other places of business and the holding
of religious services in the churches and sometimes in the
college chapel. These services were usually interdenomina
tional, with a pastor of one of the other churches making the
main talk rather than the host pastor. Sometimes the churches
held their services at different times so that people could at
tend several or all of the services.39
After the first day of fasting and prayer on June 13, 1861,
the press reported that all businesses were closed, and the
stillness of the Sabbath pervaded the town. Dr. Lipscomb
preached at the Presbyterian Church to one of the largest
congregations ever assembled within the church. Dr. Henderson delivered a discourse at the Episcopal Church. Dr. Hoyt
officiated at an afternoon prayer meeting at the Methodist
Church to the largest crowd Athens had ever had at a
prayer meeting.40
Although God was often thanked for Confederate vic
tories, the only record of an official town-wide thanksgiving
service came at the recommendation of the Confederate
Congress after the first battle of Manassas. July 28 was ob
served as a "day of solemn thanksgiving in Athens in view of
our great deliverance from and triumph over our enemies."
A service was held at the college chapel, where Dr. Lipscomb
preached "an able and eloquent" sermon based on Psalm 44.
All the clergy of the town were present and assisted. An
earlier service had been held at the Episcopal Church and a
collection was taken in the afternoon for the hospital fund.41
Fast days continued throughout the war, the largest num
ber in rapid succession perhaps came in February and March
of 1862 when three Fridays in a row were so observed. By
1863 the custom of taking up collections for the poor after
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fast day services had begun. After the service in April of
1863, $400 was collected for this purpose. The newspapers
usually urged people to attend fast day services and reported
good attendance after the services were held.42
One attempt at interdenominational activity that did not
turn out very well was the meeting of the State Bible Con
vention in Athens on October 8, 1862, backed by all the
clergy of the town. This opened in the Presbyterian Church
with "an elaborate discourse" by Dr. Lipscomb. As delegates
from other parts of the state did not attend, those present
voted to continue the same officers as last year and adjourned
subject to the call of the president. The clergy and re
ligious people were disappointed at the small attendance.43
Churches were an important part of life in Confederate
Athens, and many church members sincerely did their Chris
tian duty as they saw it. Although people might quibble as
to what needed to be done and what was the Christian thing
to do, they usually tried to do something. Though there was
some denominational squabbling, the large amount of inter
denominational co-operation and common effort is worthy of
note for a day when such co-operation was not as accepted
as it is today. There were undoubtedlv other Christians as
sincere, humble, and able as Williams Rutherford, but his
activities and beliefs are better documented. There were
many church members who did not measure up to Ruther
ford©s standards.

^ 10 #
Gayer Than Richmond
AN important adjunct to education and religion and to most
other public activities in Athens was the press. The two
newspapers of the town certainly gave the people independent
news coverage. John H. Christy of the Watchman made his
opinions clear in almost every issue. He was a great believer
in slavery and states© rights and he backed Governor Brown
in his arguments with the Richmond government more than
he opposed Brown. He did not like the Cobbs and opposed
or played down their political activities. However, the one
thing that can be said with certainty is that Christy was in
dependent and would make up his own mind. Although many
people differed with him, many admired his conviction and
independent judgment. James A. Sledge of the Banner, a Cobb
partisan, generally defended Richmond against Brown. Al
though not violently © partisan, Sledge was much more of a
party man than Christy. Despite the fact that Christy©s paper
made more interesting reading, Sledge©s usually carried more
local news.
Political and military happenings were usually given first
importance by both newspapers. Frequently there was as
much coverage of United States happenings as of the Con
federacy. Military coverage would often predominate after
major battles or campaigns, and complete reports of com
manders might be printed several months after the action took
place. State political news was also important, and long
speeches sometimes crowded out other news. There were
numerous items about farming methods, home manufacture,
substitutes for unavailable items, and many other subjects.
145
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Public opinion was expressed through signed and unsigned
communications to the editor. Poetry sometimes of local
authorship was common.
Soldier correspondents were printed at length. The Troup
Artillery and the Athens Guards had regular correspondents,
and the careers of these companies were most fully covered.
Other Athens units sometimes had a correspondent, and fre
quently letters sent to private individuals were printed.
Both editors seemed to think it their duty to keep up
civilian morale. They printed a great deal to encourage dis
heartened Southerners when the war did not seem to be
going well. Christy urged people in February of 1862 never
to despair and to remember the dark days of the Revolution
ary War. By the next new year he was more hopeful and
thought that 1863 might bring better times. On the new
year of 1864 both editors called for renewed effort to defeat
the Yankees now that they were winning victories. Sledge
insisted that 1864 would be a year of hope for the Con
federacy since 1863 had not brought defeat, but Christy
warned that many Yankees thought the South almost licked.
In January of 1865 Christy admitted that he was not as
hopeful as last year but still trusted in God. It might be the
darkest hour before the dawn.
Christy was especially insistent that the South must work
and fight hard, and that no one deserved liberty if he could
not earn it. In line with this, he opposed conscription as an
invasion of states© rights and insisted as late as 1865 that
there would be plenty of volunteers to fill the army if the
conscription laws were repealed. Where the soldiers would
come from Christy did not say. 1
A matter of continuing concern to the press, businessmen,
and many Athenians was the poor mail service. Whenever
mail or train schedules were changed, the newspapers ob
jected. When a train from Augusta was late and did not
connect with the Athens train at Union Point, the Athens
mail would be a day late in arriving. Often the newspapers
were published without up-to-date news because the mails
from Augusta failed. The press objected to inadequate mail
stage routes from Athens to the northern part of the State.
These mail routes, essential to the distribution of newspapers
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in the Athens trade area, were of considerable importance
to Athenians. Mail service seems to have gotten progressively
worse throughout the war. Though new mail routes to Gainesville, Lawrenceville, and Dahlonega were authorized in June
of 1864, they had not yet been established in November.
After Sherman©s departure from Atlanta in 1864, trains and
mails on the Georgia Railroad were disrupted until late
November, when trains were running regularly again. Tele
graphic communication to Athens was frequently disrupted if
it operated at all during the war.2
Public entertainments were not especially different during
the war than they had been previously. Many were sponsored
to raise money to help soldiers or soldiers© families. There
were shows by local talent, especially musicales by the girls at
Lucy Cobb, sometimes by other schools, and by the Gentle
men©s Quartette Club. During September of 1863 there was
a series of concerts and panoramas in one week. Besides local
talent, there were traveling entertainers such as Everett and
Madden©s Consolidated Variety Show, which had added
"many new features" to its well-known show. The Sloman
Family Concert was highly praised in 1863 and 1864. Bands
military and other types were welcome. 3 Blind Tom
Bethune, the Negro pianist, came in 1864 and gave highly
praised concerts all week, the one on Saturday evening being
reserved entirely for servants. Each concert was ended with
Tom©s own composition uThe Battle of Manassas," which the
Banner said was "allowed by all connoisieurs the finest Battlepiece extant!" Editor Christy had one major objection to
these concerts. Though the Watchman gave publicity to the
concerts before they were given and Tom©s owner was an
ex-editor, Christy was not given a ticket to the concert! To
add insult to injury, several of Christy©s slaves were given
free tickets to the servant©s concert.4
Besides concerts and entertainments, there were also lec
tures on serious subjects from time to time, including a lecture
in 1861 on the "New System of Math."5
Wars often bring sober times in place of the usual cele
bration of holidays. Divided families and absent loved ones do
not add to the merriment. Mrs. Rosa Delony wrote her hus
band Will in December of 1861 that she hoped their children
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would enjoy Christmas but that she would not feel very
merry. She did plan to kill her only turkey in commemoration
of the day. The next year she told Will that she had three
little picture books for Rosa, a trumpet for Willie, and a
homemade ball for Tom, and some apples and candy for all
three. But clearly she was not looking forward to Christmas.
The Watchman commented upon the quietness of the 1861
Christmas and added that in time of war noisy and expensive
demonstrations of hilarity were not becoming.6
Another Athenian complained that there were no Christ
mas celebrations in 1862. He went to a few parties but was
struck by the shortages of young men and the physical dis
abilities of the ones present. Editor Christy commented that
Christmas passed off more quietly here than ever before
within the recollection of the oldest inhabitant. "Crackers"
(Chinese as well as Georgia made) were rather scarce about
town, to the great relief of all well-disposed persons. There
were numerous Negroes about the streets, but rain put a
damper on their spirits.
The only mention of July 4 during the war was a com
ment of Christy©s in 1863. "This once honored day passed
off very quietly here. There was no demonstration of any
kind so far as we know nothing to distinguish it from
any other day. Fourth of July and Commencement both hav
ing failed about the same time, leaves the children and
negroes almost inconsolable." Christmas of 1863 followed in
the same vein but was aided by a military and dress ball at
the Lumpkin House on Christmas Eve.7
At times, as in January of 1864, editor Christy waxed
eloquent over the lack of local news.
Everything has been so completely dried up by the war
that we have not a syllable of local news not a single inci
dent worthy of a paragraph this week. What is the matter?
Will nothing happen to break the dull monotony? The boys have
even abandoned their ancient amusement of running "stray
dogs" down Broadway with tin kettles appended to their
caudal extremities. Cat Alley has dried up! Cat alley, which
once could boast half-a-dozen rows per day. . . . Nothing
disturbs the "solemn stillness" except now and then a rickety
ox-cart whose unlubricated axles make melancholv music! Our
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great thoroughfare which once was crowded with country
wagons laden with the rich products of a generous soil, is now
bare and desolate its stores closed the noise of trade hushed
nothing to break the stillness, save now and then the voice of
some descendant of Abraham ©jewing© a countrywoman whose
butter and eggs he considers too high at $3 per pound and $1.25
per dozen!
How can we from such materials, fabricate local paragraphs
which will be read with interest? There is no use talking ©the
thing can©t be did!© 8

The following August Mrs. Howell Cobb wrote that the
town was quiet with no picnics, raids, Yankee prisoners,
Kentucky cavalry, or anything of excitement. In contrast to
this, in October Miss Helen Newton said, "I believe this place
is gayer than ever before." Young people had danced until
five in the morning at Major Cook©s and Mrs. Stakesbury©s
parties. The Palmetto Band from Augusta had given two
concerts. A party of girls had been chestnut hunting and
found a goodly supply. Mrs. Howell Cobb, Jr., a week later
said, "Athens is really as gay as the papers used to say Rich
mond was last winter. I think there has been at least five
dances in the town during the last two weeks. Mrs. Cook
is the gayest of the gay, and a Mrs. Stakesbury is another
of our gay married refugees. I think the girls of the town
have gone perfectly crazy on the subject of dancing!"9
Not all Athenians could enjoy this gaiety, because of in
creasing poverty, especially among soldier families. The
county poor list, the oldest and best established relief agency,
contained some thirty families who received financial aid
from the county at the beginning of 1861. Throughout the
war years this grew steadily but slowly; by the end of 1864
there were sixty names on the list. 10 The amount of such
relief is not noted, but it probably amounted to $5 to $10 per
month, depending upon the size of the family hardly enough
to excite taxpayers about the large amount or relief given to
trifling people.
In the fall of 1862 the Banner undertook a campaign to
buy winter wood for the poor. Fuel was high and scarce and
the editor was afraid there would be suffering. One gentle
man pledged $25 and the editor wanted to know if there
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were nineteen others who would do likewise. The next
fall the paper campaigned for ten to twenty people to con
tribute $100 each to purchase cotton cards for the destitute of
the county. No record of success of these campaigns has been
found. 11 One interesting incident of army relief in reverse
came from Company F, Toombs© Cavalry. This unit had been
stationed in Athens and left its company property there
upon removal. In February of 1864 the company decided to
sell its property and to distribute the proceeds to the most
deserving soldiers© wives, widows, and parents in Clarke
County. Half of the funds were to be paid to Calvin Johnson
and the other half to Young L. G. Harris for distribution. 12
An Athens Home Relief Association wTas organized late
in 1863 or early in 1864 to furnish grain and other necessities
to needy persons at cost. Young L. G. Harris was president,
and in November of 1864 the Association announced that
John H. Newton, Asbury Hull, and Ferdinand Phinizy had
contributed $1000 each. Other people who had money were
urged to lend it to the Association to aid in its good work.
The Association continued active through 1864, but no
notice of activity in 1865 has been discovered. However, in
January of 1865 James Bancroft gave the intendant $1000
to be distributed to the poor, and Airs. Georgia Hull gave
$500 in April. Both contributions wrere announced with hopes
that more citizens would do likewise. 13
Besides local relief, Athenians at times responded to calls
from elsewhere. After the great fire in Charleston in the winter
of 1861, Georgia cities contributed money and goods for the
needy. A public meeting was held in the town hall on
December 16 at which sympathy was tendered to Charlestonians and a committee appointed to solicit subscriptions.
Athenians were informed that Augusta had raised $8000 by
private subscription and that the Savannah City Council had
appropriated $10,000. Although no information as to how
much was raised in Athens has been discovered, the amount
was undoubtedly substantial. 14
In the fall of 1863 Athenians were called on to send food
to Atlanta for the wounded of Bragg©s army, who were
arriving there in great numbers. Sizable amounts of food
were sent on several days, though over how long a period of
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time is not clear. In June of 1864 the Banner called upon
Athenians with wagons to help transport corn to Rabun
County where people were subsisting on grass and roots be
cause of the failure of the corn crop. The government had fur
nished the corn, but transportation from Athens was essential.
In March of 1865 Athenians were asked to make contributions
for Columbia, South Carolina, recently devastated by Sherman©s army. At an Athens meeting, $1490 was subscribed by
twenty-eight people, and a committee was appointed to solicit
further contributions. At the same time descriptions of con
ditions in Atlanta were published and the needs of returning
residents were made obvious. Although contributions were re
quested, no organized effort was made for Atlanta. 15
Besides relief for the unfortunate, medical attention for
the home population was necessary. Athens had at least seven
resident physicians Crawford W. and H. R. J. Long, J. B.
Carlton, G. L. McCleskey, R. M. Smith, R. D. Moore, and
Cicero Holt. In addition, traveling doctors advertised their
anticipated visits and specialties in the newspapers. Dr. J. A.
Clopton of Huntsville, Alabama, made several trips a year
and treated piles, fistula, tumor, spermatorrhei, syphilitic af
fections, female diseases, etc. He operated "with perfect suc
cess without the knife" and guaranteed perfect success in
every case of piles. He would wait on ladies in their homes,
but other patients were asked to come to his hotel. 16
Fear of a smallpox epidemic was enough to put any com
munity into an uproar in the 1860©s, and there were several
such scares in Athens. In late 1862 the press noted that small
pox was increasing in Georgia and recommended that the city
fathers require vaccination for all. Smallpox on top of
diphtheria, hog cholera, horse distemper, and high prices would
be too much, said editor Christy. The city fathers took no
action. By January, cases in the county were reported, and
the inferior court imposed a quarantine on one area. By
March Dr. Moore reported that there had been only one
death and that there remained only two convalescent cases. 17
The next January a soldier had smallpox at F. W. Lucas©
near Athens. The movement of the Lucas family into Athens
as soon as the disease was diagnosed caused considerable
excitement and fear. The J. H. Newton family, with whom
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the Lucases lived, were all vaccinated; and no further cases
of smallpox, were reported. 18 Thus Athens escaped the
entire war with only two smallpox scares and no serious
epidemic.
Besides smallpox, there were reports in the newspapers of
scarlet fever, diphtheria, and yellow fever in the town or
county. None of these reached epidemic proportions, but
diphtheria was by far the most common. 19
The physicians of Athens jointly set new fees in January
of 1865 because of rapidly increasing inflation. Day visits
were set at $15, and night ones at $25 each. Mileage was to
be charged at $5 for day and $10 for night. The fee for a
simple accouchement was $200 and for a complicated one
$250. Teeth would be extracted for $5, the same fee charged
for opening an abcess. Examination and a prescription were
$10. The consultation fee was $25, and smallpox visits were
$150 each. The doctors said they were sorry to have to ad
vance fees, and that they would charge the old prices when
payment was in produce at the old prices. Bills were due
when cases were dismissed, and settlement was required in
three months.20
At least two resident dentists have been discovered, and
at least one traveling one. There were probably more of
both categories. H. Gilleland, one of the residents whose
office was over White©s Book Store, advertised that he gave
special attention to plate work. H. A. Lowrance advertised as
a surgeon dentist and had offices over the jewelry store of
Talmadge and Winn on College Avenue. In 1861 he charged
$1 for extracting a tooth, $1.50 for cleaning teeth, and from
$4.50 to $5.50 for gold plugs. 21
Doctors Crawford W. and H. R. J. Long were Athens©
leading wholesale and retail druggists, though there were
several other retail druggists in town.
Social customs in Athens were illustrative of those in
similar towns throughout the South. The Cobbs may be taken
as good examples of what Athens leading families did. Mrs.
Howell Cobb in October of 1861 described "a nice company
dinner," which consisted of turkey, Muscovy Duck, ham,
rice, Irish potatoes, carrots, beets, butter beans from her own
garden, potato pudding, and boiled custard. The cold remains
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were served as Sunday dinner on the following day. In 1864
Mrs. Cobb reported that her usual Sunday dinner consisted of
cold ham, cold chicken, cold biscuits, pickle, and preserves so
that the cook could go to church. The children were now used
to such dinners and so did not complain. 22
Howell Cobb©s mother, Sarah Rootes Cobb, is an example
of the older gentry in her use of whiskey and snuff. She in
sisted that she never used whiskey except when she felt it
would do her good in a medicinal way for the faint spells
she had from time to time. Several other older citizens were
concerned about the short supply of good whiskey, and it
would be safe to assume that not only older Athenians were
concerned. Mrs. Cobb said that she had not been able to get
good snuff recently until John A. Cobb sent her some. She
had a cold and stoppage in her head that only snuff would
help. Besides, she said, she had used snuff so long that it was
like second nature with her and she could not possibly give
it up. Another old fashioned custom was seen in the invita
tion of ex-Governor Wilson Lumpkin to the D. C. Barrow
family to a dinner celebrating the eighty-second birthday of
Lumpkin. The dinner was to be served at three in the after
noon and probably would last for several hours.23
Ideas of Athens© leaders about pay for personal services
were seen in Mrs. Howell Cobb©s reaction when she wanted
to employ a governess for her young children in October of
1863 and contacted Mademoiselle Grupen, who had taught
foreign languages in Athens schools. Mademoiselle agreed to
teach French, music, and English and to have charge of the
three youngest children for $800 a year plus room and board.
Mrs. Cobb wrote to her hubsand to ask him if this were too
much and if they could afford it. Gen. Cobb replied that
Mademoiselle was well worth the $800, and that Mrs. Cobb
was fortunate to find so good a person. This inquiry of
"Can we afford it?" from a person who insured her family
silver for $6000 nine months later is interesting. 24
So far as hotels went, the Lumpkin House at the corner of
Broad and College and the Franklin House at Broad and
Thomas streets were the leading if not the only public houses.
Both hotels were sold in January of 1863, the Lumpkin House
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to R. L. Moss for $13,831, and the Franklin House to John
W. Nicholson for $17,000. Mrs. C. C. Cade, formerly of
Jackson, Mississippi, took over the running of the Lumpkin
House and was soon being commended for her bountiful
table, clean rooms, and the fine liquors. The Banner reported
that a gentleman who traveled widely over the Confederacy
had recently said that it was the finest hotel he had found.
As late as March, 1865, the Banner reported a fine dinner at
the Franklin House: "an old fashioned, ante-bellum dinner
pork and beans, turkey elegantly dressed, pickles, mince-pie,
custard, pudding, etc." For so late in the war this sounds
like a remarkably fine dinner and shows that food was still
available in Athens for those who could afford it.25
Society was more varied in Confederate Athens because
of the refugees who lived in the town. Athens was well
located before 1864 for refugees from the more active theaters
of the war. It was a pleasant town to live in, it had rail
transportation, and was well known throughout the state and
Confederacy as the seat of the University. With the attack
on Fort Pulaski at Savannah in the winter of 1861-1862,
Athens began to receive its first refugees. In November of
1861, Mrs. Howell Cobb wrote that citizens of Savannah
and Brunswick were sending up their valuables to deposit in
the bank and that nearly every day women and children were
arriving from these areas.26
Refugees rented and bought houses, lived in hotels, and
boarded in private homes. By the spring of 1862 good ac
commodations were becoming hard to find. Sarah Rootes
Cobb was very happy when refugee relatives were able to
secure board in a private home at $22 per month. Mrs. Howell
Cobb gave her full sympathy to those living in hotels when
she said that the Athens hotels were scarcely endurable to
the healthy and must have been like the Black Hole of
Calcutta to the ill. 27
One refugee, Ellen B. Gordon, rented a large, comfortable
house in December which was shared with various relations
and with Dr. Henderson, the Episcopal minister in Athens.
Here her first son was born. In the spring she bought a cozy
little house where the rest of her war summers were spent.
When Mrs. Gordon©s father arrived from a Norfolk hospital,
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many Athenians offered their carriages to take him from the
station to the house, an honor which fell to Howell Cobb
who had made the first offer.28
In June there was discussion of Mrs. Jefferson Davis©s
coming to Athens, and Mrs. Howell Cobb said that she was
doubtful that a house could be rented as there had been
such a great influx of refugees in the past six months. Though
rumors spread thick and fast, Mrs. Davis did not come. 29
In December of 1863 Athenians were stirred into indig
nation by reports of a complaint made in Mississippi, ap
parently by a minister, that Athens was not hospitable to
refugees. The story went so far as to say that the ladies of
Athens had held a meeting and adopted resolutions "breath
ing a very unkind spirit toward ladies of other states who
have sought refuge in their midst." Both newspapers in re
porting this said that they were sure no such meeting had
taken place or they would have known of it. If this meeting
of the ladies of Athens had not taken place, certainly a
meeting to deny this slanderous report did take place after
the report reached Athens. The ladies reported that they had
shown the warmest sympathy to those driven from their
homes by an unfeeling enemy, had welcomed the refugees
into their midst, and had done what they could for them.
Several letters from refugees to their friends or hosts in Athens
thanked them for kindnesses and commented on how much
they had enjoyed their stay there. Accounts of several deaths
of refugees show Athenians expressing the proper sympathy,
furnishing flowers for the funerals, even to a temporary
burial in the Howell Cobb vault in the old cemetery.30
With the closing of the University in September of 1863,
the college buildings, especially Old College and New College,
housed refugees by October. By the next February, rooms
were hard to find in Athens, and one refugee after a long
search was finally allowed to live in Dr. Lipscomb©s parlor,
a part of his office suite, at the University. But by June the
crowd must have declined, as Mrs. Howell Cobb reported
that there were only three white families and nine Negroes
living in Old College when the building was seized by the
government to become an army hospital. New College was
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filled with refugees who did not like living so close to a
hospital.31
The uncertainties of Sherman©s invasion route made many
Athenians, refugees and regular residents, feel unsafe. This
came both before and after Atlanta©s fall. Apparently some
refugees left Athens and later returned when they decided
it was again a safe place. Nobody knew what was best to do
or what place might be safe.32
There are conflicting stories of refugee quarters on the
campus for 1865. Kate B. W. Rowland said on February 13
that her grandmother and aunt had six rooms in one college
building that were very pleasantly fixed up. On March 2,
Sara Rootes Cobb reported that the campus was filled with
refugees up to the third floor of New College.33
Nothing definite can be said about the number of refugees
who lived in Athens during the war. There is a list of sixtysix refugees for 1862-1864 in the Emmanuel Parish Register.
But there is no indication whether these were refugee com
municants of Emmanuel, the total number in the town, or
only a partial list. A few are identified as to the place they
came from, including Savannah, Charleston, Florida, Rich
mond, Mobile, and New Orleans. There are several wellknown family names listed, and a great preponderance of
women.34 Refugee participation in Athens life and activities
has already been discussed throughout this study. Certainly
the refugees added considerably to life and society in Con
federate Athens.
The Negro population of Athens was not greatly affected
by the war until its end brought freedom. The average
Athens Negro saw some shortages in clothing and perhaps
a little food, though slaves were probably better supplied
than were some poor whites. A very few complaints from
women that servants were harder to manage have been found,
but this was not a general complaint. 35 The fact that there
was no combat in or near Athens helps to explain why the
slave population was so little disturbed.
Editor Christy of the Watchman, the source of most
Negro news, was sure of the inferiority of the Negro, the
fact that slavery was his only place, and that most thievery
and such in Athens was carried on by Negroes. As the amount
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of stealing increased throughout the war, Christy was always
sure it was carried on by Negroes, but he never had any real
proof. Christy especially opposed the practice of allowing
Negroes to live off the lots of their owners. Every year
when the licensing of such residences came before the city
council, Christy opposed it, but he was never able to stop it.
This practice, Christy was sure, invited Negro thievery, va
grancy, and other misdemeanors. Christy also wanted re
peatedly to know why the city fathers could not better
police the town to cut down on Negro thievery. He once
went so far as to suggest that the town charter be voided
and Athens become simply the 216th Militia District in which
the rural patrol laws would operate.36
One suggestion of Christy©s that does have some validity
to it is that many Athens Negroes did not have enough to
do to keep them busy. Many people kept more servants than
they needed; and, especially with the disruptions of the war
years, many of these Negroes were not kept busy. With
the absence of owners, control of slaves was not as complete
as it had been before the war. The presence of refugees in
Athens added many strange Negroes as well.
Christy published the Emancipation Proclamation in
October of 1862, with comment that it was of no value ex
cept to show the "diabolical intention" of Lincoln. At least
some Athenians expected trouble from the Negro population
the following Christmas, but there was none.37
One of Christy©s favorite suggestions was that the idle
Negroes on the city streets be hired to farmers who needed
labor. When suggestions were made that Negro soldiers be
enlisted, Christy opposed this vehemently. This would, he
said in March of 1865, "be a complete surrender to the enemy
of the original cause of the quarrel; for whatever it may now
be, it certainly commenced about slavery." To make Negroes
soldiers would certainly result in their freedom. Three months
earlier he had opposed freedom to get the help of England and
France. This war had been begun, he insisted, to extend
slavery, not end it. He favored Negroes© being used by the
army as teamsters, workers on fortifications, and other such
uses but not as soldiers.38
Negro gambling and drinking was another item to which
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Christy objected. He played up whatever incidents were
discovered, but the surprising thing is that he could find so
few to publicize. He was reduced to comments on such
things as the idle Negro children about the streets on Sundays
who threw rocks at dogs and other such dreadful things.
One of Christy©s correspondents objected to the Negro Sunday
school, something that many white Athenians approved of
and taught in.
When it comes to specific documented cases of real trou
ble, the number is quite small. The one lynching in Con
federate Athens took place in July of 1862. A Negro man
accused of assault upon a white woman was brought to
Athens from the county and lodged in jail. When he pled
guilty before a magistrate, a large crowd gathered and de
termined to hang him at once. Leading citizens including
Junius Hillyer, Rev. Key, and Chancellor Lipscomb pled with
the crowd to let the law take its course. Ho\vever, the mob
got the prisoner from the sheriff and carried him without the
corporate limits of Athens and hanged him at once.39 Both
newspapers editorialized against such mob action and said that
they hoped such a thing would never happen again. The
Eaimer pointed out that Southerners were then engaged in a
bloody war in defense of law, and such a denial of law had
a bad effect. 40
The next July there was an article in the Watchman
about a Negro man who had attempted to rape a white woman
on a plantation in the country. The article said that there
was considerable sentiment of "summary punishment" but
the paper hoped the law would be allowed to take its course.
Since no further notice of this matter has been discovered,
it is assumed that the lynching did not take place. In 1864 a
Negro accused of a "very heinous offense" hanged himself in
the Watkinsville jail.41
In February of 1863 a different sort of action took place.
The Inferior Court of Clarke County cast a Negro woman
into slavery at her own request. The record said that the
woman had been thoroughly examined and understood that
she was to be a slave of Edward S. Sims in every respect
except that she could not be sold.42
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The first impressment of Negroes by the army took place
in July of 1864 for work on the fortifications then being
thrown up about the town to ward off anticipated raids
by Sherman©s forces. Throughout 1864, large slaveholders
were worried about what to do with their slaves in case of
Federal military action.43 In February of 1865 the Athens
Confederate Army headquarters issued an order impressing
one out of every five Negro men in the county between the
ages of eighteen and fifty. Nothing about the enforcement of
this order has been discovered.44
The social scene was perhaps changed more in Athens
during the war than many other items. The absence of men
always makes a difference. The presence of refugees and
soldier hospital patients apparently never very many in
Athens brought a new flavor into Athens life. The plays,
musicals, and other entertainments put on for soldiers gave
a new zest to such activity and added reason for encourage
ment. Letters and visits from soldiers gave a flavor to social
activity that the town had not enjoyed previously. Excite
ment about battles and possibilities of enemy action near
Athens aroused the people and probably made for more
common interest than had been common in pre-war Athens.
All in all, wars can and usually do make life more interesting
for the non-combatant.

ft 11 #
Battle to the Strong
LOCAL defense was a matter that was discussed from the be
ginning of the war, but that did not become really important
to Athenians until 1863. The state militia was hardly the
"first line of defense," as few people put much faith in its
military ability. Instead, there were special state and Con
federate home guard units, the first in Athens being the fire
company.
With the capture of much of Tennessee by the Yankees
in 1863, enemy bases were much closer to Athens. Perhaps
it was Col. Abel D. Streight©s raid against the Western and
Atlantic Railroad in April and May of 1863 that made
Athenians consider the matter more seriously. On May 13
the Watchman published an account of Streight©s raid and
suggested that such a raid on Athens was entirely possible.
Most of the men between Athens and Tennessee had gone
to the army or were disaffected toward the Confederacy,
so there would be nothing to stop raiders. Hence, a home
guard needed to be organized in Athens. To aid in arming
the home guard, Cook and Brother agreed to repair guns
free of charge. 1
The press continued to carry rumors of raids in North
Carolina, Tennessee, and north Georgia; and a public meet
ing was called for the town hall on May 25 to consider the
whole matter. This meeting, the first of several held during
the next two months, began a movement to set up a home
defense organization in northeast Georgia conformable with
Confederate law so as to get arms and equipment. F. W.
Cook reported that the armory workers had been organized
160
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into an infantry and an artillery company. In addition, the
meeting authorized a cavalry company to be raised by Col.
R. S. Taylor, an artillery company to be raised by Lt. E. P.
Lumpkin and Capt. Cleghorn, and two infantry companies
to be raised by Lt. T. M. Daniel and Col. H. C. Billups.
Professor Patrick H. Mell, vice chancellor of the university,
was to have over-all command with the rank of colonel.
Cook reported that the Confederate Ordnance Bureau had
promised cannon and arms for the defense of Athens. The
town council and inferior court were requested to raise the
necessary funds, and the committee of thirteen appointed by
the original meeting was to remain as a permanent committee
of public safety to consult with Col. Mell whenever he de
sired it.2
For the next several weeks there were meetings to organize
the individual companies, elect officers and non-commissioned
officers, and to do whatever else needed to be done. The two
companies from the armory and the Wilson Lumpkin Ar
tillery, with E. P. Lumpkin as captain, were the first units to
be completed. The cavalry company, raised and commanded
by Col. R. S. Taylor, was named the Jane Sansom Cavalry in
honor of the Alabama heroine who had piloted General
Forrest to a ford. Her name had been reported as Jane in the
Athens press instead of Emma, the correct name. The in
fantry companies were captained by John C. Turner and
T. M. Daniel. 3 Just as the local defense companies were
organized, the July 1 newspapers carried new^s of Governor
Brown©s call for 150 men in Clarke County for Confederate
local defense organizations. The Committee of Safety de
cided that the recently organized home defense companies
might volunteer as units, or that individual members would
be released if new companies were created to meet the gover
nor©s call.4 New companies were decided upon, the whole
matter of meetings, volunteering, and election of officers
commenced again. For several weeks it was not clear whether
Clarke would raise its quota by volunteering or not. The
Watkinsville side of the county raised its company first, so
the Athens Committee of Safety asked F. W. Adams to raise
a company on the Athens side. Adams agreed to act provided
all the recently raised home defense companies except those
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under Cook at the armory be dissolved, and this was done.
After a July 20 public meeting in Athens it was announced
that a sufficient number of men had volunteered to fill the
county©s quota for home defense. Evidently, it had not been
easy, for the Banner asked, "When the names of such aged
and infirm men as Dr. Lipscomb, John H. Newton, and Wm.
A. Carr are seen upon the list, how can an able-bodied man
stand back?" Yet the next issue of the newspapers indicated
that there was still doubt if the county©s quota of 150 had been
met. An August 4 county meeting at Watkinsville ordered
all white males, including boys under eighteen with the con
sent of their parents, to be enrolled and formed into local
defense companies. 5 Much of this confusion over meeting the
county©s quota must have been due to poor organization and
to too many people with different ideas as to how to proceed,
but the reluctance of many men to volunteer even for home
service was obvious.
Throughout July and August, the organization and re
organization, recruiting and drilling continued, much to the
confusion of the modern historian and probably to the con
fusion of Athenians in 1863. By September 9 the Watchman
reported that six home guard companies were drilling in
Athens. The armory artillery and infantry companies drilled
every day, including Sundays. The other three drilled once
a week and consisted of Col. Billup©s company of "veterans"
(aged and infirm), Capt. Adams© company called the Lipscomb Volunteers, Capt. Gulp©s infantry company, and Capt.
Turner©s cavalry company. 6
The Athens meeting in May had requested the northeast
Georgia counties to raise local defense units, and in June
the Clarke Committee of Safety secured the services of Pro
fessor and Col. P. H. Mell to canvass the counties above
Clarke. Throughout the latter part of June and the first half
of July, Mell spoke several times a week and was helpful in
the formation of home defense units to fill Governor Brown©s
quotas in the area. On August 11, representatives of Clarke,
Jackson, Oglethorpe, and Walton counties met at Watkins
ville to form a battalion under the command of Mell as
lieutenant colonel. The territory this battalion elected to de
fend consisted of the Fifth, Sixth, and Ninth Congressional
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districts plus Fulton and Dekalb counties. Additional com
panies were invited to join with those forming the battalion. 7
During all this organizational activity, rumors of raids con
tinued. 8 In September Governor Brown ordered all volunteer
organizations to duty to defend the state against invasion.
At least two Clarke County home guard companies an
swered this call. Capt. Adams© Lipscomb Volunteers con
tained many prominent Athenians, including Chancellor
Lipscomb, David Barrow, John H. Newton, Dr. King, and
Dr. Lowrance, the Athens dentist. Though such men©s serving
in the ranks might be a good sign of Confederate solidarity,
their fighting ability was a different matter. Lucy B. Cobb
reported that the General immediately dubbed the company
the Lipscomb Cripples. So depleted was Athens that Mrs.
Howell Cobb reported that there were but four men left
in the Baptist church, one of them the minister.9 This com
pany later moved to Rome, but its six months ran out and it
came back to Athens without having met the enemy.
A regiment of sixth months© cavalry, raised under this
state call and commanded by Robert Toombs, was stationed
at the fair grounds in Athens in September. This was made
up of companies from Clarke, Elbert, Madison, Franklin, and
other neighboring counties and included prominent people
such as Judge T. W. Thomas of the Northern Circuit in
Georgia and Amos T. Akerman, Solicitor General of the
Western Circuit, the Athens circuit. This regiment left for
Atlanta early in October, but at least the Athens company
was back home the following January, before going to
Savannah. 10
Athenians continued to be warned that raids might come
from east Tennessee. The first substantial fear of a raid
came in mid-December when Yankee raiders were reported
in Blairsville and Dahlonega. The Banner said that Athenians
behaved extremely well. 11 At the time of this rumor J. H.
Newton wrote his daughter Helen that "our cause is daily
becoming more desperate and doubtful. I cannot see how we
are to sustain ourselves. Our money is worthless, we have not
provisions enough to feed our army, an important part of our
army has been defeated and is now demoralized and cannot be
depended on in a battle." 12 As late as January 5 some
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Athenians still had their trunks packed and were ready to fly
at a moment©s notice.13
In January of 1864 Col. Andrew Young of Union County
was authorized by the Secretary of War to raise a battalion
of mounted infantry for special duty in the mountains of
northeast Georgia. Capt. E. P. Lumpkin of Athens raised an
artillery company in and near Athens to serve in Young©s
battalion. Raising new units this late in the war took time,
but by April, the battalion was apparently complete. On
Sunday, June 26, most of it arrived in Athens and took up
quarters at the fair grounds. Now Athens should have been
safe from Yankee raids. 14 However, the battalion, now de
nominated the 30th Georgia Battalion of Cavalry, did not re
main in Athens all the time. One company, commanded by
Capt. Madison Bell, was ordered to Savannah in July, but it
returned to Athens in August. Units of the battalion were
reported as far east as Waynesboro, as far south as Oxford,
and in most of the counties northeast of Athens. It was ob
viously a hard-working and fast-moving organization. Col.
Young maintained his headquarters in Athens and was ap
parently a good and popular officer. The battalion was in
creased to a regiment, llth Georgia Cavalry, by the end of
the year a necessary move considering the amount of terri
tory it was responsible for. 15
The Athens press had always reported military operations
fully, but Athenians must have read of the Chattanooga cam
paign with more interest than they had earlier military news.
Then in May of 1864 when Sherman©s movement south from
Dalton began, Athens was in more danger. In early June two
Yankee officers, wrho had been captured, had escaped, and
were recaptured near Blairsville, were brought through Athens,
apparently the first prisoners of war seen in the city. The next
month Col. Young left Athens with fifty men and made a raid
into the enemy lines. He returned with twenty-one wagons
loaded with 1380 sides of leather estimated to be valued at
$300,000. Raiding could profit both sides! 16
Rumors of raids in and near Athens continued until in
August editor Christy objected to so many rumors in what
was one of his better efforts at humor. "It is very silly to
get excited because some one reports that his aunt saw old Mr.
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Jones© negro fellow, who has a wife at John Smith©s, who
heard the last time he was there that Mr. Brown©s girl Dinah
had reported that Mr. Green had seen a man from Frogtown
who had been informed that forty thousand Federal cavalry,
accompanied by 600 pieces of artillery, were threatening to
make a descent upon Lickskillet, and would afterwards prob
ably proceed in the direction of Athens!" But it would take
more than humor to stop rumors of Federal raids. 17
On July 18 Maj. Gen. Ho well Cobb, commander of the
Georgia Confederate Reserves, made Athens a military post
and assigned Col. W. J. Magill, of the Invalid Corps, as com
mandant. Lt. William E. Huger was appointed adjutant, and
Capt. W. J. Wevill provost marshal. Magill, a native of
Charleston and graduate of the Citadel, had served in the
United States Army and had been professor and commandant
of cadets at the Georgia Military Institute. A complete staff
was soon in residence in Athens and the military was "assist
ing" the civil government by supplementing the police, issuing
regulations about passports for civilian visitors of town,
holding reviews, etc. Military authority became much more
obvious; military prisoners escaped from confinement; and
military-civilian troubles developed. 18
In late August Brig. Gen. A. W. Reynolds, a Virginian
and a veteran of twenty years© service in the United States
Army, was assigned as district commander for northeast Geor
gia and set up his headquarters in Athens. In December he
helped public relations when a group of women in a store
were complaining to him of high prices, the absence of their
sons in the army, and of other troubles. Gen. Reynolds
took out his money and gave each woman $20, in response to
which the women wept tears of joy and praised him. 19
Over a year earlier, in late April of 1863, Capt. J. Livingston had been appointed quartermaster at Athens and Union
Point, but this did not involve the creation of a military post.
Livingston handled soldier transportation and other necessary
quartermaster items. There was also a purchasing commissary
in Athens in 1864 and 1865 who secured food for troops.
By February of 1865, the quartermaster supplies of the First
Division Georgia Militia were stored in Athens by the post
quartermaster.20
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The Confederacy had a stable in Athens where the quarter
master sought to purchase horses and where he sold horses no
longer fit for army use. In early October of 1863 there took
place the only known horse seizure by army authorities in
Athens. Government impressment agents came to town and
used the men of Cook©s battalion to picket all roads out of
Athens. Horses were seized and paid for at the rate of $250
to $600 each. Most people submitted quietly, but editor
Christy thought that seizing horses was unnecessary. He was
sure that Athenians would have turned in the horses to the
authorities had they been asked to do so. Airs. Howell Cobb
was greatly excited that her carriage horses, raised and prized
by her dead brother, had been seized. Though her son
John A. Cobb got them released, Mrs. Cobb said she could not
use them again in Athens and urged her husband to take them
for army service. She threatened to get a one-horse carriage and
mule for her own transportation, but apparently she continued
to use the original horses.21
From early 1863 Athens usually had an army unit of regi
mental size stationed in or near it. Civilians and soldiers never
get along \vell in time of war and shortages. As Lucy B. Cobb
wrote her brother, soldiers about town are really a nuisance,
even friendly soldiers. As early as June of 1863 the captain
commanding a cavalry company in Athens denied that soldiers
had taken fodder, food, other supplies, and horses. All items
secured by individual soldiers had been paid for said the
captain, though corn and fodder had been impressed and
would continue to be when they could not be bought. 22
In March and April of 1864 some Texas cavalry was sta
tioned at the fair grounds, apparently after long and hard
fighting. Discipline was not the best, and stealing and other
troubles were reported. One report said that the commanding
officer ordered all liquor in town poured out and that some
$30,000 worth was destroyed. Obviously the owners objected.
The chaplain of the Eighth Texas Regiment apologized
through the press for the bad behavior of some soldiers, whom
he insisted were a very small minority of the regiment. 23
Throughout the rest of 1864 there were references in the
press to soldier troubles and orders from Gen. Reynolds and
Col. Magill attempting to control soldiers. General Reynolds
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asked people who had suffered depredations or thefts by
soldiers to report them promptly to his office so that cor
rective action could be taken. One of the most serious items
was the October, 1864, fatal shooting of a member of the
provost guard by a drunken soldier who was causing trouble
in a local barroom. As a result the local bars were closed by
Col. Magill.24
Gen. Reynolds in reporting on the first six months of his
duty in Athens in February of 1865 said that when he
arrived in September he found the troops with no order,
organization, or discipline. There were about 1,400 troops in
and near Athens, which was a rendezvous point for Wheeler©s
cavalry, cut off from his command at the evacuation of At
lanta. Soldiers ran riot over the country, pillaging and stealing
as they pleased. Reynolds said he had set up a strong provost
guard, asked civilian co-operation, instituted controls for
transient officers and soldiers, and had began many other
control measures. Many Athenians and their neighbors in
northeast Georgia approved of Reynolds© actions in restoring
law and order.25
When a farewell dinner was given in August of 1864 to
Brig. Gen. John Stuart Williams© Brigade of Kentucky troops
at the college chapel, the Watchman reported that no troops
had been more orderly in Athens since the war began. The
same troops apparently were back in late October when Lucy
B. Cobb reported that many had eaten with her family and
had all been perfect gentlemen. In fact, she said that many
of the men said that they would rather be sent to Athens than
home.26
Brig. Gen. Jesse A. Glenn©s Brigade, composed of three
regiments and other troops to the number of 2500, was
in the Athens area in December. These were north Georgia
men and apparently many caused trouble by pilfering. One
man who stole a horse was arrested by fellow soldiers and
was reported hanged by the arresters before they reached camp
and the colonel could be consulted. Both newspapers dis
approved such summary treatment, which the colonel did not
punish, but they also disapproved of horse stealing.27
Recruiting continued throughout the war with reorganiza
tion of existing units and formation of new state and Con-
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federate reserve units. Special appeals of recruiting officers
were made for young men under eighteen, troops who would
serve only in Georgia, and other special categories. Units of
company size were recruited in the Athens area until the
very end of the war.28
A military census taken in January and February of 1864
showed 350 men in Clarke County, 90 of them in Athens,
between the ages of sixteen and sixty, who were not in a
military unit, either active or home guard. In February the
six-months units called to duty the previous August were
returned to their homes, bringing back two companies of
Athenians.29
By June of 1864 Yankees were at the outskirts of Atlanta,
and Athenians were even more concerned about what might
happen to them. On June 10 Intendant S. C. Reese called on
all citizens to enrol at once in a military unit strictly for local
defense. The resulting unit, which came to be known as the
Mitchell Thunderbolts, was made up to a considerable degree
of the older men in Athens and has been famous ever since
for its unmilitary action. Mrs. Howell Cobb said that many
of its members were afraid of being mustered into the reserve
forces and of being called for duty "at the front." Dr. Hull
was reported by Mrs. Cobb as saying that if Capt. Pope
Barrow wanted to inspect him, he would be found at his
house where he could be inspected as much as Barrow pleased.
Judge Hillyer said, according to Mrs. Cobb, that if he were
ordered to the front he would have to be tied and carried.
Col. Billups was willing to go to the front if needed. Barrow,
sent by Gen. Howell Cobb to inspect Athens units, reported,
"I went down this morning to inspect the Mitchell Thunder
bolts, and as it was raining hard, I only found five thunder
bolts ready to be inspected. The performance was ad
journed."30
Col. William M. Browne, an ex-military aide to President
Davis and now commandant of conscription in Georgia, was
in Athens and assumed that he was the proper person to
command in case of attack, with Capt. Pope Barrow as his
adjutant. Browne and Barrow inspected the military units in
and near Athens, local defense units and a part of Colonel

BATTLE TO THE STRONG

169

Young©s battalion. Mrs. Cobb said that Barrow reported that
none except Major Cook©s battalion would serve under Cook.
Young would be a satisfactory local defense commander but
could not be in Athens all the time. Barrow recommended
and Gen. Cobb approved the appointment of Col. Mell
as local commander, which Barrow said should prevent the
chaos that otherwise would have reigned had an attack
been made during the absence of Young. This confused com
mand structure was corrected in July and August with the
appointment of Magill as post commander and Reynolds as
area commander, but there was no such area commander in
June when the excitement about Yankee raids began. One
reason why Young might have to move his men was the
shortage of forage in the Athens area. Capt. Lumpkin was
trying with difficulty to get clothing and shoes for his men,
some of whom were in acute need and too poor to supply
themselves. Barrow was sure Lumpkin would have trouble
getting the needed supplies and was positive that there were no
horses for his battery. A new company was made up of the
factory workers in Athens after their objections to military
service had been silenced by threats of being sent to the
front if they did not co-operate in local defense.31 Yet, there
were still men in Athens who belonged to no military unit
despite repeated calls and obvious need.
By mid-July slaves were impressed to work on the forti
fications around Athens. As late as July 20, the Watchman
was urging people to pay no attention to rumors of Yankee
raids and to remain calm and collected while at the same time
answering the governor©s proclamation by joining some military unit. ~
Athens had its first real fright about a possible raid on July
22. Between two and three A.M. on that Saturday, dispatches
were received saying that the Yankees were at Monroe sev
eral thousand strong and advancing towards Athens. The bells
of the town were rung to warn the sleeping citizens. A few
families left on the morning train and others by carriage,
but most remained. Many people had long been agonizing
over what to do in case of Yankee raids, and all agreed that
they knew of no safe place to which to flee. The local military
•
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companies went to their posts immediately, ready for the
Yankees; but only new rumors came. There were reports that
the mill at High Shoals had been burned and Watkinsville
was raided, but nothing was certain. Sunday church services
were interrupted at eleven by the firing of three guns at the
town hall. Again the local companies formed, but soon all
were dismissed when Col. Young discovered that the firing
of the alarm guns came from a misunderstanding. Raiders
actually visited and damaged Monroe, Covington, Conyers,
and Social Circle. Editor Sledge apologized for the lack of
quality journalism in the Banner of July 27 because "All
hands, from Editor to Devil, have been drilling in the dif
ferent companies for local defense, and performing guard
duty."33
On July 26 Mrs. Cobb reported that the "advisory board"
had been in session all day with Col. Young considering de
fense in case of raid. Col. Browne threatened to arrest Col.
Young if Young tried to take his command away from Athens.
The next day Williams Rutherford wrote Howell Cobb that
all was quiet now but umany foolish things have been done in
Athens since last Saturday."34
If the Yankees did not come this time, they did the next
week. On Tuesday, August 2, word came that a Yankee
raiding party had been at Watkinsville and had been seen near
the paper mill between Watkinsville and Athens. This group
was estimated as having up to 800 Yankees in it, undoubtedly
an exaggeration. After taking food, horses, clothing, and other
valuables in Watkinsville, the raiders moved on toward
Athens. Mrs. Howell Cobb, who gave the most complete
description of what happened in Athens, said that there was
much activity but little panic.
The military went quietly to work without alarm guns
and bells as with the previous false alarms. The defenses
around Athens were manned by the military with a minimum
of confusion. The ladies were at the Ladies© Aid Society
rooms making bandages for the anticipated casualties when
Howell Cobb, Jr., arrived with the news that Yankees were
certainly at Watkinsville and headed for Athens. The ladies
rushed to their homes. Mrs. Cobb packed her trunk for the
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third time and took it to a neighbor©s for safekeeping. Word
reached Athens that Gen. Iverson had met the main body of
raiders at Clinton, north of Macon, and captured 500 including
Gen. Stoneman, the commander. Five hundred more raiders
were reported marching toward Monroe where it was hoped
that Col. Young might capture them. But Young had gone
the day before to White County north of Athens to inter
cept a raiding party there. Yankees from Watkinsville on the
road to Athens got as far as the paper mill on Barber Creek,
at the outer defenses of Athens. Capt. E. P. Lumpkin©s battery
sent a few well-directed shells in the direction of the raiders
which were reported to have killed a lieutenant and wounded
several soldiers. This was enough for the Yankees, who turned
and fled in the direction of Monroe.
A cavalry company had been improvised from some of
Young©s troops, part of the Sixteenth Georgia Cavalry, and
of young men in Athens. This group went out Mitchell©s
Road about sunset to prepare breastworks already manned.
A group estimated at eighty Yankees soon came down the
road from Monroe, and shots were exchanged. Again a few
rounds from another of Lumpkin©s batteries frightened the
Yankees away. In their haste they left guns, clothing, and
five Negroes.35
These two tries to get into Athens were enough for the
Yankees, who were really trying to get back to Sherman©s
lines around Atlanta. Athens© defenders remained in position
for two days and nights, but no more Yankees came to test
their mettle. Some 209 raiders were captured in Walton and
Jackson counties and brought to Athens as prisoners. They said
they were not the ones who tried to enter Athens on Tuesday.
The prisoners were kept on the college campus until they
could be sent to Andersonville, and many Athenians went to
talk with them despite the insults which the Yankees often
threw into the faces of the Confederates. To quote Mrs.
Howell Cobb, "With the excuse of going to the prayer meet
ing crowds of women gathered in the campus to see the
Yankees and talked with them. What sort of people are we?"
For several weeks after the raid, the press gave details of how
much the Yankees stole; but Athenians must have realized
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that they had indeed been lucky to have escaped as easily
as they did.36
This is as close as the enemy came to Athens during the
war, and Athenians could indeed be thankful that they saw no
Yankees inside their town except captured ones on their way
to prison. Although a few Athenians fled in the face of the
enemy, most of them stayed. With such short notice and
uncertainty as to where the Yankees were, flight seemed
foolish.
Once this raid was over, Col. Magill surveyed the town©s
defenses with an eye to improvements. He decided that new
defenses were needed on the property of Mrs. Puss Barnard,
at the old manual labor school, opposite the Upson residence
on Prince Avenue. As Mrs. Cobb told her husband, "Col.
Magill did not know what danger he was liable to. Mrs.
Puss was worthy! With pistol in hand she proceeded to her
grandmother©s old homestead fit harbor for bats & owls,
meeting Mr. Wing on the spot he being entrusted with the
work. She informed him in a defiant manner that she would
shoot the first man who stepped upon her land. . . . An old
country-woman came down the street proclaiming that ©there
was a woman up yonder mighty mad flourishing a pistol and
saying she would kill somebody.© " Thus was Mrs. Barnard
able to do what all the Yankee raiders could not do win a
battle with the Athens local defenders. Strange are the ways
of war and women! 37
After the August raid there were rumors throughout the
rest of the year of Yankee raids that might reach Athens.
Most of these were strictly rumors with little basis in fact.
From August through November a number of Yankee
prisoners were brought through Athens after their capture
nearby.88 When Sherman left Atlanta in mid-November, there
was fear that he might aim at Augusta. If he had done so,
Athens would have been in danger again. By the end of
November, Sherman©s forces were far enough south to make
it obvious that there was no immediate danger from a major
force, but there were garrisons at Dalton and in Tennessee
and North Carolina that could make raids. If Athenians
wanted to fear the worst, it was quite possible to do so. The
only other time that trouble was likely came when Sherman
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evacuated Savannah the next January. Had he marched toward
Augusta as some thought he might, Athens would have been
in danger. But Augusta was not captured, and so Athens was
free from real danger.
Late in August a report came that Yankees were only
fourteen miles from Athens, and the local companies were
called out and took their places in the defenses, but no enemy
came. The press continually called upon people not to spread
rumors, especially at times when rail and telegraphic com
munication was uncertain because of enemy activity. James
A. Carlton, the salt agent in Athens, was worried enough in
early September to suggest depositing the salt under his control
with Athenians and nearby farmers so that a raid would not
result in the loss of all the salt. An early November report
that there were several thousand Yankees in Lawrenceville
brought the rejoinder from the Watchman that Athenians
need not worry as General Reynolds would prevent any
raids in this district. Many Athenians did not trust Reynolds
as much as the Watchman did.39
There was throughout this period the usual reorganization
of local defense units and militia. Militia was sometimes en
camped near Athens, sometimes sent away for active duty,
and then returned after the specific duty had been performed.
Three militia companies of Clarke County desired to form
themselves into a Confederate reserve unit, but Governor
Brown refused to allow them to do so as this would have
removed his control over these companies. In October there
were renewed calls from the state authorities for all citizens
to form themselves into companies for local defense.40
An interesting picture of conditions in Athens was given
on November 11 by Lucy B. Cobb. Now that the troops had
been sent to the front, she said, the faint-hearted were sure
that the Yankees would come. Yet the only Yankees were
prisoners en route to prisons. Thirty members of a Union
home guard unit of Pickens County that had burned Canton
in Cherokee County had recently been brought in. The of
ficer in charge said that he "lost" a number of men on the
way to Athens. The streets of Athens were quite thinned of
soldiers and the town was very quiet except when trains
arrived. Then the Negroes and little boys had a "college
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smile," perhaps to keep up the spirit of the Thunderbolts
who could not muster enough courage to go to the front.
Besides Gen. Reynolds and his staff, only the Thunderbolts
were left in Athens.41
Another war scare illustrative of the fears of August was
the failure of the Athens train to arrive on schedule its
first miss in twenty years, said the Watchman. There was
apprehension in Athens that it had been captured by the
enemy and there was talk of putting a torpedo on the tracks
to blow up any train the Yankees might send. When the
train did return after an absence of two days, all the people
at the depot thought it heralded the approach of the Yankees
and ran away before its arrival. Luckily, no torpedoes had
been put on the track. The trouble had been on the main line,
not on the Athens branch, but the Athens train had waited
at Union Point until the main-line train brought mail that
would make a run to Athens worthwhile. The next weekend
there was a similar delay. By December the worst of rail
troubles seemed to be over, and by March rail service between
Augusta and Atlanta had been reinstituted. This gave Athens
the first normal rail connections she had enjoyed since Sherman©s arrival at Atlanta.42
By early December Athens was again becoming a military
camp as units from northeastern Georgia were reporting there
in answer to Governor Brown©s call for the people to rise
en masse and drive the enemy from the soil of Georgia. Units
continued to come in through December and January, being
forwarded to "the front" from Athens. In early February
Gen. Reynolds reported that he had ordered all troops under
his command to Augusta and that most had already left
Athens. Gen. Howell Cobb sent his son and aide, Maj. Lamar
Cobb, to Athens to inspect and expedite the shipment of
troops.43 It was in the midst of this last-minute effort to
secure troops to protect Georgia that editor Christy made his
last attack upon the Confederate conscription law. He urged
that conscription was an obvious failure as troops were still
needed and called for its immediate repeal. He was sure
then that every man physically able would rush to the colors
"with an ardor and enthusiasm which will drive back the
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Vandal hordes to their kennels."44 For February of 1865,
this seems to be strange reasoning. But Christy had argued
against conscription since it was first enacted into law in 1862.
On March 1, Col. Magill called upon all who had small
arms to turn them in to the nearest post so that soldiers in
the field could be armed adequately. As late as April 4, 1865,
five days before Lee©s surrender at Appomattox, Gen. Rey
nolds informed Gen. Cobb in Macon that all troops in Athens
had departed for Macon except two infantry companies
badly needed to guard the sizable amount of ordnance stores
at the armory.45
An event in late March may have given some hint of things
to come. Suddenly men who had been imprisoned in Union
prisons returned to Athens, released for no known reason.
Actually, this release was the result of the general resump
tion of exchange of Confederate and Union prisoners that
had begun in February. Athens editors did not mention this
resumption of exchange and probably did not know about it. 46
The meaning of the surrender of Richmond to Grant,
reported in the Watchman on April 12, should have been
much more obvious. Yet Christy said, "So far as the fall of
Richmond is concerned, we regard that as, practically, of very
little consequence. It is exceedingly unfortunate that that
place was not abandoned long ago." If Lee "can now manage
to subsist his army and avoid being crushed between the
©upper and nether millstones© of Grant and Sherman we may
be able to fight for more important areas than Richmond."47
This may have been Christy©s true feeling, but it seems that
it was more an attempt to keep up morale when this was be
coming increasingly hard to do.
Christy saw evil for Athens in a rumor about the fall of
Richmond. "By some means a rumor has got into circulation
here that the Confederate Government is to be removed to
this place. We trust this is not so. We have many objections
to such a step one of the greatest is that we have known
no place within our day, where a State, Federal or Con
federate Government has been located, which did not be
come in a short while very corrupt. It is one of the evils we
pray to be delivered from."48
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Even considering the disruption of communications, the
news of Lee©s surrender was unduly long in reaching Athens.
Not until April 26 was this published, and nothing has been
discovered to indicate just when this fatal news arrived.
The April 26 Banner and Watchman contained accounts of
Lee©s surrender, the armistice between Johnston and Sherman,
the death of Lincoln, and the Union occupation of Macon
and Columbus. Though neither paper contained the term
"the war is over," it did not take a great deal of reading be
tween the lines to see that this was the case.
The same editions of the Athens newspapers contained
the accounts of the first returning troops who had been
paroled at Appomattox or who had quit when they heard of
Lee©s surrender. A. B. C. Dorsey of the Troup Artillery said
that his company disbanded when it heard of the surrender.
The Banner hoped that all Athenians would show proper
welcome, appreciation, and aid for transient soldiers who
were in need. That was the least the people who had been
at home could do.49
A local result of the ending of the war was the opening
of the Confederate commissary stores in Athens to the public,
probably on May 3. Reportedly at night some of the leading
citizens were allowed to help themselves. Rumor of this soon
got around, with stories that one man had got 110 bags of
flour and another 1,000 pounds of meat. Poorer citizens
threatened mob action to get food. Gen. Reynolds said that
he would have any man shot who approached the commissary
but promised to have it open to all the next morning. The
next morning the commissary was opened, and some people
got food while others got nothing. Confederate soldiers ar
riving just after this and finding no food joined the dis
satisfied citizens, and a real riot threatened to break out. The
arrival of the first Federal troops stopped this. The Federals
soon heard the story and made the rounds to houses to get
food, and as a result many people lost their food. 50
On May 3 a rumor was published that President Jefferson
Davis was on his way to Washington, Georgia, and would
come to Athens from there. However, Davis did not come to
Athens. The closest he came was when he passed through
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Union Point as a Federal prisoner. Athenians were also in
formed of the arrest of Governor Brown and Vice President
Stephens and of many military officers. Gen. Wheeler and
his staff were brought through Athens after their arrest.51
The first Federal troops in Athens, from the Thirteenth
Tennessee Regiment, arrived on May 4. They immediately
began raiding activities, especially a search for horses and food.
Within a few hours another Federal force under Brig. Gen.
William J. Palmer arrived, and Palmer repentantly stopped
the raiding. Palmer, who was a part of the force trying to
intercept Jefferson Davis, remained in Athens for several
days. 52
There was, of course, great confusion in Athens as there
was all over the Confederacy. Just how long the first Federal
troops remained is not clear, but they were all gone by May
16 if not sooner. Major F. W. Adams, the most recent com
mander of local home guard, went to Augusta during the
second week in May to secure permission from the Federal
authorities there to raise a force for local defense to protect
Athens against riots, mobs, or insurrection. The necessary
authority was reportedly secured, though it is very doubtful
that any such force ever operated. Large numbers of Con
federate soldiers passed through Athens on their way home.
Gen. Hardee with part of his wagon train was present on May
16 as well as Commodore Semmes, but by that day relative
quiet had returned. Athens was without mails. Many Negroes
were roaming the countryside to "test their freedom;" but
many were reported to have returned to their "owners," not
finding things to their liking in the broad world of freedom. 53
In the Watchman of May 17 editor Christy effectively
heralded the end of the Confederacy. Regardless of the
righteousness of our cause, he said, we lost. Our armies sur
rendered, the Confederate government no longer existed, it
was all over. Being subject to the United States government,
all should recognize it and cause no trouble.54 In case any still
doubted, the following notice two weeks later ended his
doubt.
Head Quarters Post Athens,
Athens, Ga., May 29th, 1865
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In compliance with special orders from Brevet Brig. Gen.
Molineux, commanding U. S. Forces at Augusta, Ga., I hereby
assume command of this Post as Provost Marshal.
A. B. Cree
Captain 22d Iowa Vols.55
Henceforth Confederate Athens existed only in the mem
ories of her people.
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8. George D. Smith to his aunt, April 24, 1861, Baber-Blackshear
Collection.
9. Banner, April 24, 1861.
10. Ibid., May 1, 29, 1861; Watchman, May 1, 1861.
11. Banner, April 24, May 1, June 26, July 3, 10, 24, Aug. 7, 14, 1861;
Watchman, June 26, July 3, 24, Aug. 7, 14, 21, 1861; Lamar Cobb to
Howell Cobb, Aug. 2, 1861, Howell Cobb Papers.
12. Banner, May 1, 15, July 31, Sept. 4, 18, 1861; Watchman, May 29,
July 17, Sept. 4, 1861.
13. Banner, July 3, 24, Aug. 14, 28, Sept. 11, Oct. 2, 1861; Watchman,
June 26, July 3, 24, Aug. 14, 28, Oct. 2, 1861; James Jackson to Gov.
Brown, Aug. 24, 1861, Telamon Cuyler Collection, University of Georgia.
14. Banner, June 12, July 3, 31, 1861; Watchman, June 19, 26, July 31,
1861.
15. Banner, June 26, July 17, Aug. 14, Nov. 13, 1861; Watchman,
June 26, July 17, Aug. 21, Nov. 13, 1861; R. S. Taylor to Gov. Brown,
Oct. 26, Dec. 9, 1861, Letters to Governor Brown, 1860-1865, State
Archives, Atlanta, Ga.; Taylor to Adj. Gen. Wayne, June 1, 1862, Adj.
Gen. Letters Received, 1860-61, Adjutant General©s Letter Books, 1860-1865,
State Archives, Atlanta, Ga.
16. Banner, June 26, July 3, Sept. 4, Oct. 2, 1861; Watchman, June 12,
1861.
17. Banner, June 26, July 10, Aug. 14, Sept. 25, 1861; Watchman, June
26, July 24, 1861; T. R. R. Cobb to Gov. Brown, June 8, 1861, Telamon
Cuyler Collection.
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18. Banner, June 26, July 3, 1861; Watchman, May 29, July 3, 1861;
Raymond B. Nixon, Henry W. Grady: Spokesman of the New South
(New York: Knopf, 1943), p. 39.
19. Banner, May 1, 1861; Watchman, May 1, 15, 1861.
20. Banner, Sept. 4, Nov. 13, 20, 1861; Watchman, Oct. 16, 23, Nov. 13,
20, 1861; Leonidas Franklin to Gov. Brown, Aug. 16, 1861, Telamon
Cuyler Collection; Coulter, Lost Generation, pp. 30-40.
*21. Banner, May 1, 1861; Watchman, May 1, 22, 1861.
22. Watchman, Dec. 4, 1861.
23. Banner, Sept. 11, 1861.
24. Ibid., June 4, 12, Sept. 18, 1861; Watchman, June 5, 12, Sept. 18, 1861.
25. Banner, May 14, Nov. 19, 1861; Watchman, May 14, Nov. 19, 1861.
26. Banner, April 16, 1862; Feb. 11, 1863; Watchman, April 16, 1862.
27. Banner, Feb. 12, 19, 26, 1862; Watchman, Feb. 12, 19, March 5, 12,
1862.
28. Banner, March 12, 1862; Watchman, March 12, April 23, 1862.
29. Banner, Feb. 26, April 2, 16, 1862; Watchman, March 5, 26, April 2,
May 14, 1862.
30. Banner, Feb. 19, 1862; Watchman, Feb. 19, 26, March 5, 12, 1862.
31. Banner, March 12, 19, 1862; Watchman, March 12, 19, 1862.
32. Banner, Feb. 12, 1862; Watchman, Feb. 12, March 18, 1862.
33. Banner, May 7, July 2, Sept. 17, 1862; Watchman, April 9, 16, 23,
May 7, 28, June 4, 18, July 2, Aug. 27, Sept. 3, 10, 1862.
34. Banner, Sept. 24, 1862; Watchman, Oct. 1, 8, 15, Nov. 19, 26, 1862;
Feb. 11, 1863.
35. Banner, Oct. 15, Nov. 19, 1862, Feb. 4, 1863.
36. Watchman, July 17, 1861, April 30, 1862.
37. Banner, Feb. 6, Sept. 11, 25, Nov. 6, 1861, Feb. 19, 26, Nov. 5,
1862; Watchman, Nov. 6, 1861, Feb. 26, 1862; Moses Vison to Gov. Brown,
July 23, 1861, Telamon Cuyler Collection.
38. Banner, April 24, May 8, 1861; Watchman, April 24, May 1, 15,
1861.
39. Banner, June 4, 1861; Watchman, May 22, 1861.
40. Banner, Aug. 14, 1861; Watchman, Aug. 14, 1861.
41. Banner, March 26, 1862; Watchman, Feb. 26, May 14, 1862.
CHAPTER IV
1. Rosa Delony (Athens) to Will Delony, Dec. 24, 1862, Delony
Letters, in possession of Mrs. Hunter Harris, Athens, Ga.
2. Watchman, July 9, 1862.
3. Ibid., July 31, Oct. 2, 9, 16, Nov. 20, 27, 1861; Banner, July 24, 31,
Aug. 28, Sept. 11, Oct. 2, Nov. 27, 1861.
4. Watchman, May 7, June 11, 25, July 9, 30, Aug. 6, 13, 1861; Banner,
June 25, July 2, 9, 16, 23, Aug. 6, 13, 20, 1861.
5. Watchman, Oct. 1, 8, 15, 1862; Banner, Oct. 1, 8, 15, 1862.
6. Watchman, Dec. 10, 1862.
7. Ibid., Dec. 17, 24, 1862; Jan. 7, 21, March 18, Sept. 2, 1863, Dec.
14, 1864; Banner, Dec. 17, 24, 1862, Jan. 7, 21, March 18, Sept. 2, 1863;
Resolutions on Death by Superior Court, Aug. 11, 1863, Superior Court
Minutes, 1860-1862, pp. 261-63, Clarke County Courthouse, Athens, Ga.;
poem commemorative of second anniversary of death, dated Dec. 13, 1864,
in Howell Cobb Papers.
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8. Watchman, Feb. 18, June 10, 1863; Banner, Feb. 11, June 10, 1863.
9. Watchman, Oct. 28, 1863; Banner, Oct. 21, 1863, April 13, 20, 27,
May 18, 1864.
10. Banner, July 30, 1862. By Nov., 1862, notices of deserters were
common in both papers.
11. Watchman, May 1, 1861; Banner, April 17, May 1, 1861.
12. Watchman, May 1, 8, 1861; Banner, May 1, 8, 1861.
13. Watchman, June 12, July 17, 1861; Banner, July 17, 1861; Inferior
Court Minutes, June 4, 1861, Clarke County Courthouse, Athens, Ga.
14. Inferior Court Minutes, June 29, Aug. 6, 1861, Jan. 7, May 6, 13,
Aug. 12, Sept. 2, 1862, Jan. 6, March 23, April 27, July 17, Aug. 15, 1863,
Jan. 5, April 25, Oct. 24, 1864, Jan. 3, March 7, 1865, of special value.
Many other listings of families, etc., Watchman, July 3, Aug. 3, Dec. 18,
1861; Banner, Aug. 21, Dec. 4, 1861.
15. Watchman, Nov. 19, 1862, April 22, July 8, 1863; Banner, Oct. 22,
1862, July 15, 1863, are examples of this.
16. Watchman, Jan. 8, 29, Nov. 26, 1862, June 3, July 22, Sept. 9,
Oct. 3, Nov. 11, 1863, Oct. 5, March 1, 1865; Banner, Jan. 8, 29, Nov. 26,
1862, June 10, 1863, Oct. 5, 1864; Inferior Court Minutes of April 1, May
13, 1862, Telamon Cuyler Collection; Inferior Court Minutes, Sept. 2,
1862, Clarke County Courthouse.
17. Banner, April 24, 1861; MS Athens City Council Minutes, City
Clerk©s Office, City Hall, Athens, Ga.
18. Banner, Sept. 25, Nov. 6, 1861, May 26, 1862, Jan. 6, Feb. 25, 1863,
Jan. 13, March 16, 1864; Watchman, Sept. 25, Nov. 6, 1861, March 26,
Oct. 15, 1862, Jan. 6, Feb. 25, 1863, Jan. 13, Feb. 17, March 16, 1864.
19. Watchman, June 26, 1861, Oct. 22, Dec. 24, 1862, Jan. 28, Feb. 11,
25, Aug. 13, 1863; Banner, Jan. 28, Feb. 11, 25, Aug. 12, 1863.
20. Banner, Jan. 13, March 16, 1864; Watchman, March 16, 1864.
21. Mrs. Howell Cobb to Howell Cobb, Aug. 12, 1861, Howell Cobb
Papers.
22. Watchman, June 12, July 10, 17, 1861, June 11, Oct. 22, 1862;
Banner, June 19, 26, 1861, June 11, Oct. 22, 1862.
23. Watchman, Aug. 6, 1862; Banner, Aug. 6, 1862. Much information on
the society and its operations is found in the Stevens Thomas Collection,
in the possession of Mrs. Boiling Dubose, Sr., Athens, Ga., and the
Howell Cobb Papers as well as in smaller collections at the University of
Georgia.
24. Banner, Aug. 13, 1862; Watchman, Aug. 13, 1862.
25. Banner, May 13, 1863, Feb. 1, 1865; Watchman, May 13, 1863;
Sarah R. Cobb to Howell Cobb, Jan. 7, 1863, Howell Cobb Papers;
Sarah R. Cobb to Mrs. Howell Cobb, Jan. 5, 1864, ibid., Mary Ann
Rutherford to Mrs. Howell Cobb, Jan. 7, 1864, ibid.
26. Paulina Thomas to Howell Cobb, April 1, 1864, Howell Cobb
Papers; Williams Rutherford to Howell Cobb, April 4, 1864, ibid.; Sarah
R. Cobb to Mrs. Howell Cobb, April 6, 1864; ibid.; Banner, April 6, 1864.
27. Watchman, Feb. 3, 1864; Banner, Feb. 10, 1864.
28. Watchman, Jan. 1, Feb. 5, 1862; Sept. 30, 1863; Jan, 13, Nov. 9,
1864; Banner, Sept. 11, 1861; Jan. 1, Feb. 26, 1862; Jan. 21, Sept. 16, 30,
1863; Aug. 1861, extract from Portsmouth, Va., Transcript, Campaign of
1860, Sarah R. Cobb Scrapbook, University of Georgia; Mrs. Howell
Cobb to Howell Cobb, Howell Cobb Papers.
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29. Banner, Jan. 14, Feb. 11, March 11, Aug. 5, 1863, April 20, 27, 1864;
Watchman, Feb. 4, 11, March 11, Aug. 12, 1863, April 27, 1864.
30. Numerous notices throughout the war years in the press. See
especially Banner, Aug. 28, Sept. 4, 18, Oct. 9, Nov. 13, 20, 1861, Aug. 5,
1863, March 9, 1864; Watcliman, Jan. 8, 1862; Nellie [Barrow] to Howell
Cobb, Jr., Sept. 29, 1861, Howell Cobb Papers; Mrs. Howell Cobb to
Howell Cobb [Oct., 1861], ibid.; Sarah R. Cobb to Howell Cobb, Jr., ibid.
31. Banner, May 20, 1863.
32. Ibid., July 1, Dec. 16, 1863, March 16, 30, 1864; Watchman, March
16, 30, 1864.
33. Watchman and Banner, March-July, 1862, numerous references.
34. Banner, Jan. 1, 1862; Watchman, Jan. 1, 1862.
35. Banner, Aug. 5, 1863, June 1, Dec. 7, 1864; Rosa Delony to Will
Delony, June 15, 1862, Delony Letters.
36. Watchman, June 18, 1862, May 18, 1864; Banner, July 30, 1862,
May 18, 1864.
37. Watchman, June 11, 1862, Nov. 23, 1864.
38. Banner, Oct. 8, 20, Nov. 5, 11, 1862, June 10, Aug. 26, Sept. 9,
1863, March 9, 26, 1864; Watchman, Oct. 20, Nov. 5, 1862, June 17, Aug.
26, Sept. 9, 1863, Oct. 26, 1864; contributions in both papers beginning
Nov., 1864.
39. Banner, Sept. 4, 18, 25, Dec. 25, 1861; Watchman, Sept. 4, 18,
Dec. 25, 1861.
40. Banner, July 2, 1862; Watchman, July 2, 16, Aug. 13, 1862, Oct. 15,
1864.
41. Banner, July 2, 1862, Nov. 25, Dec. 2, 1863; Watchman, July 2, 1862,
Dec. 2, 1863.
CHAPTER V
1. This information comes from the Council Minutes, the MS of
which is filed in the City Clerk©s office in Athens. These minutes were
usually published in the Athens newspapers. Accounts of elections are
also in Council Minutes and the newspapers.
2. Compilation from Council Minutes and news items. See especially
Watchman, Jan. 23, 1861; Banner, Jan. 2, 1861, Jan. 15, 1862, July 15, 1863.
3. Licenses usually issued in Jan. or Feb. at the latest.
4. See Council Minutes. Monthly accounts of income and expenditures
were usually a part of the Council Minutes. Sometimes at the end of the
year there was a summary report, sometimes not. These figures are as
nearly accurate as can be constructed from the monthly reports which
are sometimes incomplete or not entirely clear.
5. Banner, Jan. 7, March 18, 27, 1863; Watchman, Feb. 4, 25, March 18,
25, 1863.
6. Banner, Feb. 6, Nov. 6, 1861, Feb. 5, 1862.
7. Ibid., Nov. 6, 1861; Watchman, Feb. 11, 1863.
8. Council Minutes, 1863, pp. 113-14, 151-53, 158-59, 177-78; Watchman,
Dec. 10, 1863, Sept. 16, Nov. 18, 1863; Banner, Sept. 9, 30, Nov. 18, 1863.
9. Council Minutes, 1863, pp. 113-14, 123-35; Watchman, Dec. 10, 1862,
Jan. 14, 1863.
10. Council Minutes, 1863, pp. 183, 185-87; Watchman, June 14, Aug.
24, 1864; Banner, June 15, 1864.
11. Council Minutes, 1863, pp. 86-90, 136-37, 151-53, 180-81; Banner,
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Jan. 15, 1862, April 10, Sept. 23, 30, 1863; Watchman, April 8, Sept. 16, 1863,
May 11, 1864.

12. Council Minutes, 1863, pp. 151-53, 155-56, 160-61; 1864, p. 198; 1865,
pp. 203-8; Banner, Sept. 23, Oct. 14, Dec. 9, 1863, Jan. 25, Feb. 15, 1865;
Watchman, Sept. 16, Oct. 7, Dec. 9, 1863, Jan. 25, Feb. 8, 1865.
13. Council Minutes, 1861, pp. 77-78; 1862, pp. 97-98; 1863, pp. 136-37;
Banner, Nov. 6, 1861, April 10, 1863; Watchman, Nov. 6, 1861, April 2, 1862.
14. Council Minutes, 1863, pp. 151-53; 1865, pp. 203-6; Banner, Jan. 25,
1865; Watchman, Sept. 16, 1863, Jan. 25, 1865.
15. Council Minutes, 1863, pp. 151-53, 155-56, 171-73; Banner, Sept. 23,
30, Nov. 14, 1863, Feb. 17, 1864; Watchman, Sept. 16, 23, Oct. 7, 1863,
Feb. 10, 1864.
16. Council Minutes, 1863, pp. 93-95; Banner, Feb. 5, 1863; Watchman,
Feb. 5, 1863.
17. Inferior Court Minutes, June 4, 1861, July 17, Sept. 1, Oct. 6,
1863, Feb. 5, 1865.
18. See Grand Jury Presentments in Superior Court Minutes.
19. Inferior Court Minutes, Feb. 6, 1862.
20. Inferior Court Minutes, Feb. 7, 1860, June 6, 1864, Jan. 9, 20,
Feb. 6, April 4, 1865; Banner, April 13, June 8, 1864, Feb. 1, 1865; Watch
man, April 13, June 8, 1864, Jan. 18, Feb. 1, 1865.
21. Banner, April 3, June 26, 1861; Watchman, April 3, June 5, 19, 26,
July 10, Aug. 28, 1861; T. Conn Bryan, Confederate Georgia, (Athens, Ga.:
University of Georgia Press, 1953), p. 14.
22. J. D. Frierson, Athens, to Howell Cobb, Oct. 4, 1861, Howell
Cobb Papers.
23. Watchman, Nov. 29, 1860, April 3, 24, May 29, July 24, 1861.
24. Watchman, July 3, Aug. 7, 14, 21, 28, Sept. 4, 1861; Banner, Aug.
21, 28, Sept. 4, 1861.
25. Banner, Sept. 18, Oct. 9, Nov. 13, 1861; Watchman, Sept. 25, Nov.
13, 1861; W. T. Brandy, Athens, to Gov. Brown, Oct. 10, 1861, Telamon
Cuyler Collection.
26. Banner, May 27, Oct. 14, 1863; Watchman, March 25, April 15,
May 27, June 3, 17, Aug. 12, 26, Oct. 14, 28, 1861; R. S. Taylor, Athens,
to Gov. Brown, Sept. 21, 1863, Telamon Cuyler Collection.
27. Banner, March 13, 1861; Watchman, March 13, 20, 1861.
28. Banner, April 3, June 19, 1861; Watchman, April 24, June 12, 1861.
29. Watchman, June 5, July 10, 1861; Banner, June 26, July 3, 1861.
30. Watchman, May 22, June 5, 1861.
31. Banner, March 20, 1861, May 28, 1862; Watchman, April 24, 1861,
April 2, 8, May 5, Aug. 27, Sept. 10, 1862, Sept. 2, 1863, Jan. 4, April 12,
1865.
32. Banner, April 17, May 8, Oct. 23, 30, Nov. 13, 27, 1861; Watchman,
May 28, Sept. 25, Oct. 2, 16, 23, 30, Nov. 6, 13, 20, 1861.
33. Banner, Nov. 5, Dec. 2, 1862; Watchman, Oct. 1, Nov. 26, Dec. 2,
1862.
34. Banner, July 1, Sept. 16, 1863, Feb. 17, 1864; Watchman, Oct. 30,
1861, July 15, Oct. 28, Dec. 9, 1863, Feb. 17, 1864.
35. Banner, May 20, Oct. 28, 1863, June 8, Nov. 2, 16, 1864; Watchman,
Oct. 28, 1863, Alarch 2, June 8, Nov. 2, -1864.
36. Banner, Nov. 6, 1861; Watchman, Nov. 6, 1861; Minutes of the U. S.
and Confederate District Court, 1849-1862, p. 454, Federal Records Center,
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East Point, Ga.; actual records of the case, Dec. 1861, are Case No. 146,
Northern District of Ga., filed in the Federal Records Center.
37. Banner, March 2, 1864.

CHAPTER VI
1. Watchman, July 3, 1861, June 10, 1863; Banner, June 10, 1863.
2. Watchman, Jan. 15, 29, 1862; Banner, Jan. 29, 1862, Nov. 18, 1863.
3. Watchman, April 16, 1862; James A. Carlton to CommissionerGeneral J. J. Whitaker, Jan. 14, 1863, Telamon Cuyler Collection.
4. Watchman, Feb. 5, 1862, Feb. 11, 1863, April 20, 1864; Banner, Feb.
5, 1862, April 13, Aug. 17, 1864.
5. Mrs. Howell Cobb to Howell Cobb, May 1, June 26, 1863, Howell
Cobb Papers.
6. Daybook of Mrs. Thomas Bishop, University of Georgia.
7. Watchman, passim, especially March 11, April 16, 1862, Feb. 11,
April 1, 8, 22, June 3, 7, 1863, March 2, June 1, Aug. 24, 1864; Banner,
passim.
8. Rosa Delony to Will Delony, Dec. 17, 22, 29, 31, 1861, July 28,
1862, Jan. 6, 1863, Delony Letters; Ledger of T. Bishop and Son, University
of Georgia, pp. 31-35.
9. S. J. Smith to D. C. Barrow, Feb. 15, March 10, 1862; T. J. Robinson
to Barrow, June 20, 1862; F. L. Upsur to Barrow, Jan. 12, 1863; B. R.
Carroll to Barrow, March 24, 1863; passim in D. C. Barrow Papers.
10. W. Muller to D. C. Barrow, Oct. 26, 1863; N. Hoyt to Barrow,
Dec. 26, 1864; Wilson Lumpkin to Barrow, Feb. 10, 1865; Emily McFarror
to Barrow, Feb. 21, 1865, all in D. C. Barrow Papers; Rosa Delony to
Mrs. Howell Cobb, Feb. 2, 1865, Howell Cobb Papers.
11. Banner, Oct. 2, 1861; Watchman, Sept. 24, 1862.
12. Banner, March 19, 26, April 2, Aug. 20, 1862, Feb. 11, 1863, Feb. 4,
1864.
13. Watchman, July 30, Aug. 6, 13, 1862.
14. Ibid., Sept. 10, 24, Nov. 12, 1862.
15. Ibid., Jan. 21, March 18, 1863.
16. Ibid., Sept. 2, 1863.
17. Ibid., July 6, 27, 1864.
18. Banner, Aug. 3, 1864; Watchman, Aug. 24, Sept. 28, 1864.
19. Watchman, Jan. 4, 11, 18, 25, 1865.
20. Ibid., March 8, 1865.
21. Ibid., Nov. 20, 1861; Course Bros, to Gov. Brown, March 11, 1862,
Telamon Cuyler Collection.
22. Watchman, July 31, 1861.
23. Banner, Aug. 28, 1861.
24. Ibid., July 8, 1863, March 30, Oct. 5, 1864.
25. Ibid., May 11, June 8, 1864; Will Delony to Rosa Delony, Dec. 28,
1861; Rosa Delony to Will Delony, Jan. 3, 1861 [misdated for 1862],
Delony Letters.
26. Banner, March 27, 1863; Watchman, March 25, 1863.
27. Watchman, Feb. 3, 10, 17, May 11, 1*64; Banner, Feb. 3, 10, 17,
May 11, 1864.
28. Banner, Nov. 18, Dec. 2, 1863, March 9, Oct. 5, 19, 1864, et passim;
Watchman, Nov. 18, 1863, Oct. 12, 1864, et passim.
29. Watchman, Dec. 11, 1861, Oct. 1, 29, 1862, Feb. 11, March 4, 1863,
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June 1, 15, July 20, Sept. 21, Oct. 26, 1864, March 8, 1865; Banner, Jan. 8,
Oct. 8, 22, 1862, March 4, 1863, May 5, July 6, Aug. 31, 1864, March 15,
22, 1865.
30. Watchman, Oct. 23, 1861; Banner, Oct. 23, 1861.
31. Watchman, May 21, June 4, 18, Nov. 5, 1862, July 29, 1863, Aug. 10,
1864; Banner, May 21, June 4, 18, Nov. 5, 1862, July 29, 1863, Aug. 10, 1864.
32. Watchman, April 23, 1862; Banner, April 23, 1862.
33. Horace Montgomery, Johnny Cobb: Confederate Aristocrat (Athens,
Ga.: University of Georgia Press, 1964), pp. 45, 53, 55, 64, 82; D. C.
Barrow Papers.
34. Watchman, April 30, 1862, Jan. 21, April 29, June 24, 1863, March
9, 1864; Banner, April 30, 1862, Jan. 21, April 29, June 24, 1863, March 9,
1864.
35. Watchman, Aug. 10, 1864; Banner, Aug. 10, 1864.
36. Watchman, Sept. 10, 1862, April 1, 1863; Banner, Sept. 17, 1862,
March 27, 1863; Clarke County Inferior Court Records, March 23, April 7,
1863; John Calvin Johnson to J. J. Whitaker, May 1, 1863, Telamon Cuyler
Collection; J. A. Carlton to J. J. Whitaker, Oct. 27, Dec. 6, 1862, March
4, 23, April 24, June 8, 17, 1863, Jan. 16, 1864, ibid.; F. W. Adams to
Gov. Joe E. Brown, July 28, 1863, Letters to Governor Brown, 1860-1865;
Abstracts of Salt Received and Issued, State Archives, Atlanta, Ga. Salt
Distribution under Governor©s Order of July 31, 1862, ibid; Salt Distribu
tion under Governor©s Order of September 26, 1864, ibid.
37. Watchman, April 1, 1863.
38. Ibid., March 30, May 15, June 19, 1861, Feb. 12, 19, May 7, 1862.
39. Ibid., April 30, May 7, 14, June 11, 18, 1862; Banner, May 17, July 2,
1862.
40. Watchman, Nov. 5, 1862; Banner, Nov. 5, 1862.
41. Watchman, Dec. 10, 1862, Feb. 11, March 4, 11, 18, April 15, 1863.
42. Ibid., April 29, May 13, June 10, July 1, 15, 1863.
43. Ibid., Oct. 28, Nov. 18, 1863, May 23, June 22, July 13, Aug. 3, 1864.
44. Ibid., April 12, 19, 1865.
45. Watchman, Jan. 14, April 1, 22, Nov. 18, 1863; Banner, April 17, 1863,
March 30, 1864.
46. Watchman, Dec. 21, 1864.
47. Ibid., Jan. 25, 1865.
48. Ibid., Feb. 11, March 25, May 6, Nov. 25, 1863, April 6, 27, May 4,
Aug. 24, 31, Nov. 9, 16, Dec. 21, 1864; Banner, Oct. 15, 1862, July 22, 1863,
April 6, 27, May 4, Aug. 24, 1864; James C. Bonner, A History of Georgia
Agriculture, 1132-1860 (Athens, Ga.: University of Georgia Press, 1964),
pp. 49, 57, 83, 86.
49. Watchman, March 12, May 7, July 16, Dec. 10, 1862, April 29, 1863;
Banner, Dec. 10, 1862, May 6, 1863.
50. Watchman, Aug. 20, 1862; Banner, July 22, Nov. 25, 1863.
51. Watchman, April 3, Sept. 4, Oct. 2, 1861, July 2, Aug. 22, Nov. 5,
1862. March 11, 18, Oct. 7, 1863; Banner, Oct. 9, 1861, Nov. 5, 1862, Oct. 7,
1863.
52. John A. Cobb to John A. Lamar, Aug. 18, 1861, Howell Cobb
Papers. Letters and miscellaneous papers, D. C. Barrow Papers.
53. Watchman, Feb. 7, Aug. 14, Dec. 4, 1861.
54. Ibid., Jan. 15, March 12, 1862; Banner, March 26, 1862.
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55. Watchman, March 26, April 2, 9, 1862; Banner, March 26, April 9,
1862.
56. Watchman, March 25, 1863; Banner, March 27, 1863.
57. Letters and miscellaneous papers, D. C. Barrow Papers; conversa
tion with Barrow descendents in Athens.
58. Watchman, March 4, April 1, 1863, Feb. 1, 15, 1865; Banner, April 6,
1864, Feb. 1, March 15, 1865; Southern Cultivator, 1861-1865.
59. Watchman, March 13, 20, May 29, Sept. 25, 1861; Banner, March 13,
20, May 29, Sept. 25, 1861; Minutes of Clarke County Agricultural Society,
Ordinary©s Office, Clarke County Court House, Athens, Ga.
CHAPTER VII
1. Banner, June 19, Aug. 7, 1961.
2. Ibid., Aug. 14, Sept. 11, 1861; Watchman, July 31, Aug. 14, Sept. 4,
1861.
3. Watchman, Jan. 15, Feb. 26, May 28, 1862, Jan. 21, 1863.
4. Watchman, April 30, 1862; John Gilleland to Secretary of War,
March 5, 1863, in War Department Collection of Confederate Records,
Office of the Secretary of War, Letters Received, File 135 R, 1863, National
Archives; George W. Rains to Josiah Gorgas, March 26, 1863, ibid.;
Augustus L. Hull, Annuals of Athens, Georgia (Athens, Ga.: Banner Job
Office, 1906), pp. 280-81; Athens Banner, April 26, 1912, p. 30; Charles J.
Brockman, Jr., "A Rebel Secret Weapon," in The American Rifleman,
Aug., 1956. Mr. Brockman has kindly allowed me to use his copies of
documents.
5. Sources cited in n. 4, above; Henry C. Wayne to John Gilleland,
March 10, 1863, in Adjutant General©s Letter Books, 1860-1865.^
6. Sylvanus Morris, Strolls About Athens During the Early Seventies*
(Athens, 1912), p. 15.
7. Watchman, Aug. 20, 1862; Banner, Aug. 27, 1862; Charles J. Brock
man, Jr. (ed.), obituary of Major F. W. C. Cook [Watchman, Sept. 28,
1864], in Georgia Historical Quarterly, XXXVII, (Dec., 1953), 351-54;
Charles J. Brockman, Jr., "The Confederate Armory of Cook & Brother,"
in Gun Digest (14th ed.), 1960, pp. 74-75, citing various sources. Mr.
Brockman has kindly placed his copies of documents at my disposal.
8. Watchman, Aug. 27, Sept. 24, Nov. 12, 1862.
9. Ibid., Jan. 28, 1863; Banner, March 27, 1863; Mortgage Book R, pp.
207-18, Clerk©s Office, Clarke County Courthouse, Athens, Ga.; U. S. v.
Athens Armory, 35 Ga. Reports, Appendix, 344; Mary J. Cook, et. al. v.
Francis L. Cook, Superior Court Clarke County, Feb. term, 1869, Brock
man in Gun Digest, p. 75
10. Capt. C. C. Campbell to Maj. M. H. Wright, March 23, 1863, War
Dept. Confederate Records, File No. C-260; Cook and Brother to Col.
M. H. Wright, June 13, 1864, ibid.; Col. James H. Burton to Col. Josiah
Gorgas, April 15, 1864, War Dept. Confederate Records: Ordnance Bureau,
Chap. IV, Vol. XXXI, 353; U. S. v. Athens Armory; all cited in Brock
man, Gun Digest, pp. 75-79, which also see.
11. Watchman, Feb. 24, April 13, 1864; Banner, Feb. 24, April 6, 1864;
Brockman, Gun Digest, p. 77.
12. Brockman, Gun Digest, p. 77.
13. Brockman, Georgia Historical Quarterly, XXXVII (Dec., 1953)
pp. 351-54; Brockman, Gun Digest, p. 78; Athens newspapers, passim.
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14. Brockman, Gun Digest, pp. 78-79.
15. Banner, Aug. 27, 1862; Watchman, Aug. 5, 1863, March 15, 1865.
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9. Ibid., Sept. 16, Oct. 7, 28, 1863; Watchman, Sept. 9, 16, 23, Oct. 7,
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Dec. 28, 1864, Jan. 25, 1865.
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Prices of Common Items in Athens, 1860-1865

Jan. -June
Bacon
Bagging - Gunny/yd.

Bagging Twine/lb.
Bale Hope/lb.
Beef/lb.
Beeswax/lb.
Butter/lb.
Cheese/lb.
Chickens /ea.
Coffee/lb.
Copperas/lb.
Corn/bu.
Domestic Goods
Osnaburgs/yd.
3 1/4 Shirting/yd.
7/8 Shirting/yd.
1 yd. Shirting/yd.
Yarn/bunch
Feathers/lb.
Flour/bbl.
Indigo/lb.
Iron
English/lb.
Swede - Cannon Size
Lard/lb.
Leather/lb.
Madder/lb.
Meal/bu.
Nails/keg
Oil
Lamp
Linseed/gal.
Trains
Rice/lb.
Salt/bu.
Salt/sack
Shoes
Steel
Blistered/lb.
Cast/lb.
German/lb.

8-12 l/2£
15-17
23-25
10-12
---.
25-30
15-20
14-16
13-22
3-5
_.__

July -Dec.
9-14?
..-.
23-25
____

July-Dec.

Jan. -June

25-30
15
____

12-17£
15-17
23-25
11-12
-__.
25-30
15-20
16-18

14-20
3-5
____

17-22
3-5
____

14-25<
-__.
23-25
____
5-7
._-_
15-30
____
15
25
4-5
.___

11-12 1/2
11-12 1/2
11-12 1/2
11-12 1/2
6-8
6-8
6-8
6-8
8-10
9-10
8-10
8-10
9-11
9-10
9-11
10-12
$1-1. 10
$1-1. 10
$1-1. 10
$1. 10
35-40
35-45
35-45
35-45
$6-8
$6-9
$8-10
$8-10
$1. 25-1. 375 $1. 25-1. 375 $1. 25-1. 375 $1. 50-1.60

30-40£
28-30
30
30
11-12 1/2
-_-20-35
.___
35
75
$1-1. 50

--_8-15
____
75
____
25-30
....
$1. 75-3. 00

18-20
____
20

_-__
____

JulyrDec.
....
....

....
--_.

__._
__._

____
_---

$3. 25-25. 00

_____
$3. 50

.___
----------

....
------....

._..
------....

__.--------------

____
....

$10.00

$20. -35.

$22. 00

____
"--

..-.
____
....

._.____
$3.00

---.
.___
....

....
$2. 00-3. 50
____

....
$5. 00
....

...I
._-_
-__.

....
..._
____

....
____
____

.._.
____
____

-..__._
____
--"

_.__
....
....

30/lb.

75/lb.

.__.
.__30-40
$2. 00-3. 00
50-60
$1. 00-2. 00
$25. 00

$1. 25-1. 50
$1. 00-1. 12
75-80
6-7
70-80
$1. 80-2. 00

$1. 25-1. 50
90-$1. 00
75-80
5 3/4-6 1/4
60-65
$1. 50-1. 60

$1. 25-1. 50
$1. 00-1. 25
75-80
6-7
60-65
$1.60-1. 75

$1. 75-2. 00
$1. 00-1. 25
90-$1. 00
6-6 1/2
$1.00-11.00
$3. 00
$1 . 50-3. 00

2. 00
$1. 50-2. 00
$1. 50-1. 75
6-6 1/2
$16. -24.

____
None

9-10
20-25
14-15

$2.25
------------75
.....
-------------

---_.._
__-.
.___
____
-"-

$4. -10. 00

8-9
8-9
25
50-75
40
70-90
$11. -12.

$2. 15-5. 00
....
------35-$2. 00
____
-------

....
15 -50
_-.$3. 00
-^-$1. 50

$1. 50-5.00
45-50
$20-25
$6. 00-8. 00

5 1/2-6
6-6 1/2
16-17
30-75
20-25
$1. 00-1. 20
$5. 75-6. 00

1865
Gov.
Jan. -Mar. (March 1)

..-_
---____
-___
_____.____
----

-..___-___
--"
--"

5-5 1/2
5 3/4-6 1/2
15-16
25-35
20-25
$1. 00-1. 10
$5. 00-5. 50

9-10
20-25
14-15

$2. 50
-.._

Jan. -June

18-20
__-.
14-16
16-18
$1. 40-1. 50
35-45
$9-11
$3. 50-4. 00

5 1/2-6
5 3/4-6 1/2
13-15
25-35
20-25
$1. 01-1. 15
$5. 00-5. 50

9-10
20-25
14-15

60<
....

30-35^
30
30-35
None
8-20
20-25
30-50
20-25
25-40
$1.00
$1.50
$1.62-2.00

5 1/2-6
6-6 1/2
13-15
25-35
20-25
90 -$1. 00
$5. 50-5. 75

9-10
20-25
14-15

1864

1863

1862

1861

1860

$2. 00-2. 50

6-7
$27. -28.
$55. 00
$7. 00-8. 00

$18. 00

12-14
25-28
18-20

25
None
25

_-._
____
....

....

---____
$200/can

75/lb.

____
$50. -200.

--____
$2. 25-6. 00
$5. 00-6. 00
$25. 00
----

__ __
____

_____
$65. 00

----_____
$2.25
_____
$3. 50
_____
_____
_____
_____
-----

$15. 00
_____
$15(Army)

___.__._..

....
....
....

.___
_-._
----

__._
____
----

_____
_____
-----

Prices of Common Items in Athens, 1860-1865

Sugar
Clarified/lb.
Crushed/lb.
Refined/lb.
NO
Tallow/lb.
Tea/lb.
White lead/keg
Wool/lb.

July-Dec.

Jan. -June

12-12 1/2
12-13
1Z-13
121/2-13
13-14
13-14
11-12
11 1/2-12 1/2 11 1/2-12 1/2
9-11
9-11
9-11
10-12 1/2
10-12
10-12 1/2
75-$l. 25
75-$l. 25
75-$l. 25
$2. 50-2. 75
$2. 50-2. 75
$2. 50-2. 75
30-35
30-35
30-35

July-Dec.

Jan. -June

14-15
15-16
13-14
11-12 1/2
10-12 1/2
$1. 25-1. 50
$2. 50-2. 75
30-35

20
25
15-18
9-12
12 1/2-14
$1. 50-2. 00
$2. 50-3.00
40-50

1865

1864

1863

1862

1861

1860
Jan. -June

July-Dec.

Jan. -June

July-Dec.

Jan. -June

July-Dec.

25-36
25-36
_.__
____
18-20
None

-_-_
____
____
____.__
-_.-

60-75

----

____
____
.___
-___
____
.___
____
----

___.
____
.___
____
____
..__
____
----

____
____
___.
_-._
_.__
-_._
____
----

Source: This table was constructed by George L. Jones and Charles A. Rowland, IV, graduate students at the University of Georgia.
The prices for 1861-1862 come from compilations published from time to time in the Athens newspapers. From 1863 to 1865 the prices
come from newspapers, private letters, and any other source that was available.

Jan. -Mar. (March 1)
.______
--.____
____
-___
____
___-

_____
_____
_____
_____
_____
_____
_____
_____

Index
Adams, F. W., intendant, 64; and
local defense, 161-62, 177
Adams, R. P., boys school, 129
Adams, Thomas A., Presbyterian
choir leader, 139
Agriculture, change for war years,
93-94; overall view for war years,
93-94; fairs, 93; university pro
fessorship, 93, 120-21; 80-83; 8894
Akerman, Amos T., 163
Alcohol manufacture, 107
Ammunition, for sale, 110
Andrews, James J., raid, 45-46
Armory, to be established in Athens,
95; at Tallassee, Alabama, 99
Arms, repair, 98; needed for troops,
175
Army, pay objected to, 41; quarter
master, 110
Athens, bounds of town, 1, 4; busi
ness, 2; city government, 3, 64-72;
description, 1-8, 11-12; growth, 2,
11-12; hospitality to refugees, 155;
military post created, 165; popula
tion, 1; rumored capital of the
Confederacy, 175; U. S. military
post established, 177-78
Athens Building and Loan Associa
tion, 114
Athens Foundry, see Athens Steam
Company
Athens Gas Works, 106
Athens Georgia Insurance Company,
115
Athens Guards, 29, 33, 35, 37
Athens Home Relief Association, 150
Athens Iron Manufacturing Com
pany, 105
Athens Manufacturing Company,
100-02

206

Athens Mutual Loan Association, 114
Athens Steam Company, foundry,
102, 103-04
Atlanta, relief for, 151
Augusta-Athens, relations, 112
Augusta merchants, advertise in
Athens, 110-11
Bancroft, James, relief activities, 150
Bancroft, John, tannery, 100, 105, 106
Bank of Athens, 114
Banks, 114
Baptist Church, 5, 132-37
Barnard, Mrs. Puss, opposed fortifi
cations, 172
Barrow, David C., food production,
83, 92; salt production, 87; mili
tary service, 40, 163, 168-69; 153
Barrow, James, returns to Athens
from West Point, 32; in Georgia
army, 33-34
Bathing, in Oconee River, 69
Beef production, 84, 85
Bigham, R. W., Methodist presiding
elder, 137
Billups, H. C., and local defense,
161
Bishop, Mrs. Thomas, garden day
book, 81
Bishop, Thomas and Son, Athens
merchant, 108
Blacksmiths, 106
Blind Tom Bethune, visits Athens,
147
Bloomfield, R. L., buys Athens
Manufacturing Company stock,
101; clothing merchant, 108-09
Bobbin, manufacture, 102
Books, for sale, 112-13
Bookstore, see William N. White
Brandy, sale, 85; distillation, 91

INDEX

Brantley, Rev. W. T., 5
Bridges, repair, 73
Brittain, J. M., conscription officer,
43
Brown, John, raid, 13; pike in
Athens, 26
Brown, Joseph E., runs for governor,
75
Browne, Col. William M., on local
defense, 168-69
Buchanan, President James, message,
13
Buggy, manufacture, 106
Butter, for sale, 111
Cade, Mrs. C. C., runs Lumpkin
House, 154
Camak, James, aids soldiers in Rich
mond, 62
Camak, Thomas U., captain of Mell
Rifles, 38
Carlton, J. B., physician, 151
Carlton, James A., salt distributor,
88, 173
Carriage manufacture, 106
Carroll, B. R., principal of Uni
versity High School, 124
Cemeteries, 5
Center Hill Classical and Mathemati
cal School, 129
Charbonnier, L. H., faculty at Uni
versity High School, 124
Charleston fire, relief for, 150
Chase, Albon, 115
Christmas celebration, 148
Christy, John H., Watchman editor,
145-46; opinion of Negroes, 15658; on raids, 164-65; heralds end
of war, 177
Church, Alonzo, 6
Churches, 5-6, 69, 132-41
City court, 68
Clarke County, government opera
tion, 72-73; taxes, 72-73; School
Board, 130-31
Clarke County Agricultural Society,
93
Clarke County Rifles, organized &
departs for active duty, 37-38
Clarke, J. O. A., Methodist presid
ing elder, 137
Clinch, Mrs. Charles I., suit in Con
federate Court, 79
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Clopton, J. A., visiting physician, 151
Cloth, 109, 110; for soldiers, 100
Clothing, for soldiers, 56-58; readymade, 103; seizure by government,
110
Clothing store, R. L. Bloomfield,
108-09
Clutsam, H. C., piano tuner, 130
Coastal defense, troops formed for,
40
Cobb, Howell, and election of 1860,
14, 19; raises regiment, 39; speech
to Ladies Aid Society, 57; sells
food to Athenians, 83; and forma
tion of Confederate government,
76-77
Cobb, Howell family, cloth pur
chase and manufacture, 101-02;
social customs, 152-53; governess
for children, 153
Cobb, Howell, Jr., and news of at
tack on Fort Sumter, 34-35; 118-19
Cobb, Mrs. Howell, and Ladies Aid
Society, 56; buys clothing, 109-10;
church contributions, 133-34; on
Rev. W. J. Scott, 137; comments
on social life, 139; opinion of
hotels, 154; aid to refugees, 155;
horses seized, 166; and raid on
Athens, 170-72
Cobb, John A., salt production, 87
Lucy B., on soldiers in
Cobb,
Athens, 173-74
Cobb, Sarah Rootes, use of snuff and
whiskey, 153
Cobb, Thomas R. R., law office &
students, 4, 118; on secession,
22-23; 24-25, 32; constitutional in
terpretation, 24-25; raises legion,
37, 39; recruits in Athens, 42;
death and funeral, 49-50; and
formation of Confederate govern
ment, 76-77; writes Georgia con
stitution, 73-74, 119; Presbyterian
opinion of, 140
Cobbham Academy, 129
Coffee, shortage, 83, 84
Coley, Mrs., school, 129
College buildings, used by refugees,
155-56; as hospital, 123, 155-56
College students, military company,
35
Columbia, S. C., relief in 1865, 151
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Conscription, begun, 43-44; opposed
by Christy, 43-44; Christy opposed
in 1865, 174
Constitution, Georgia, of 1861, 73-74
Constitutional Unionists, 14-15, 17-18
Confederacy, end of, 176-78
Confederate claim agent, 79
Confederate commissary, raided at
end of war, 176
Confederate courts, 79
Confederate crop loan, 77
Confederate elections, 77-78
Confederate flag, first raised in
Athens, 76
Confederate government, 76-79
Confederate loan, 77
Confedrate navy, Robert Flournoy
joins, 44
Confederate post office, 77
Confederate quartermaster post, 16566
Confederate reserve units, 167-68
Confederate soldiers, in Athens after
war, 176-77
Confederate stable in Athens, 166
Confederate taxes, 78-79
Confederate Treasury depository,
115
Confederate wounded, relief for,
150-51
Cook, Ferdinand W. C, 97-99
Cook, Francis L., 97-99
Cook and Brother Armory, 57, 9799, 160
Cooke, A., musician, 129-30
Coon oil, 107
Cotton, decreased production, 92-93
Cotton, and secession, 25
Cotton cards, 102-03, 111
Cotton factories, aid to soldiers©

families, 54
Cotton Is King, and the Pro-Slavery
Argument, 16
Cotton textile manufacture, 100-03
Council, Athens, operation and busi
ness, 65-71
Course, Brother, and Company, beef
producers, 85
Course, T. O., men©s clothing and
tailor shop, 103
Crampton©s Gap, casualties at, 49
Crawford, Henry, pastor Methodist
factory mission, 137
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Crawford, John, 115
Cree, Capt. A. B., U. S. military
commander in Athens, 177-78
Crop failures in North Georgia, 151
Dancing, taught, 8; Baptist opinion
on, 135
Davis, Mrs. Jefferson, rumored com
ing to Athens, 155
Davis Life Guard, boys "military"
unit, 40
Defense, local, 160-65
Delony, Mrs. Rosa, food supply, 8283, 86
Delony, Wm. G., organizes troops,
37; recruits in Athens, 42
Democratic Party, 13-15, 18-20
Demosthenian Literary Society, 118
Dentists, 11, 12, 152
Deserters, 52
Dinges, A. G., faculty University
High School, 124
Direct trade, with Europe, 13
Diseases, epidemic, 151-52
Disunion, Athens press, 13
Dogwood poles, needed by bobbin
factory, 102
Dorsey, A. B. C., reports disbanding
of Troup Artillery, 176
Dorsey, William H., gives Christ
mas dinner to soldiers, 60; clerk of
council, 64; Confederate tax asses
sor, 78; Confederate Marshal, 79;
operates Athens Gas Works, 106;
auctions merchandise, 111; auc
tioneer, 112; characterized, 112
Double-barrelled cannon, invented
by John A. Gilleland, 95-97
Douglas, Stephen A., 13
Druggists, 11
Economic activity and change, 11516
Education, 6-8, 117-31
Education, public, 130-31; effect of
war on, 131
Election of 1860, 13-24, 27
Eleventh Georgia Calvary, 164
Elliott, Bishop Stephen, 140
Emancipation Proclamation, pub
lished, 157
Engineering school, favored by
Lipscomb, 121, 122
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England, J. S., 114
Entertainments, to aid soldiers, 58-59
Episcopal Church (Emmanuel), 5-6,
140-41
Family life, war©s effect on, 147-48
Farmers, food production, 88-91, 9293
Farrar, Emma, Presbyterian choir
leader, 139
Fast days, 24, 143-44
Federal troops, in Athens, 176-78
Ferry, operation, 73
Fire Department, 3, 45, 65, 68
Firewood, for poor, 69
Findley, Hope and Company mer
chants, move to Athens, 111
Flag presentation, to troops, 33
Flour shortage, 83
Flournoy, H. C., warden, 64
Flournoy, Robert, and Navy, 32, 44
Food, for soldiers© families, 54; for
poor, 69; supply, 80-87; shortages,
83-85; stealing of, 86-87
Fort Sumter, attack on, 34-35
Fortifications, work on, 159, 169, 172
Franklin House, 153-54
Free Negro, cast into slavery, 158
Free-soil sentiments, advocated by
Athenian, 22-23
Furniture store, 108
Gas lights, 4, 106
Gardens, 81-82
General stores, 108
Georgia, state government, 73-76;
legislature and Athenians, 74
Georgia Army, Athenians in, 33-34,
39
Georgia Baptist Convention, meets
in Athens, 136-37
Georgia Domestic Missionary So
ciety, Presbyterian organization,
140
Georgia Factory, 100-02
Conference,
Methodist
Georgia
meets in Athens, 138
Georgia Railroad, 1, 2, 147, 174
Georgia Rangers, boys© "military"
unit, 40
Georgia Relief and Hospital Associ
ation, 62
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Georgia Salt Manufacturing Com
pany, 87
Georgia State Troops, raised, 39
Georgia Troopers, organized, 37; in
Cobb©s Legion, 39
Gholston, \Villiam D., whiskey and
brandy for sale, 85-86
Gilleland, H., dentist, 152
Gilleland, John A., invents doublebarrelled cannon, 95-97
Gilleland, W. A., tax-in-kind collec
tor, 78-79
Glenn, Brig. Gen. Jesse A., troops
stationed in Athens, 167
Glue, manufactured in Athens, 106
Gordon, Ellen B., refugee, 154-55
Governments, summary, 79
Grady, Henry W., Captain of Geor
gia Rangers, 40
Grady, W. S., organizes troops, 38;
recruits in Athens, 42; operates
Athens Gas Works, 106
Grain production, 88-90, 92
Grand jury, presentments, 72
Grant, John T., 114
Greer©s Almanac, for sale at book
store, 113
Griswoldville, Battle of, Ferdinand
W. C. Cook killed, 99
Grupen, Mademoiselle A., teaches at
Lucy Cobb, 127; Cobb governess,
153
Gubernatorial elections, 74-76
Gunboat, ladies help to buy, 59
Hamilton, Dr. J. C., Baptist con
tributions, 134
Hamilton, Mrs. Sarah, church con
tributions, 133-34
Hammond, M. C. M., tries to raise
regiment, 38
Hardee, Gen., in Athens at end of
war, 177
Harness, manufacture, 105-06
Harris, John, leather manufacture,
105
Harris, Young L. G., 114, 115, 150
Hemphill, William S., warden, 64
Henderson, Rev. Dr. Matthew H.,
6, 140-41
High Shoals Factory, 100-01
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Highland Guard, organized by
W. S. Grady, 38
Hill, A. A. Franklin, 33-35
Hillyer, Junius, opposes lynching,
158
Hodgson, E. R., buggy manufacture,
106
Holbrook, Nathan, merchant, 110
Holmes, Lucy L., schoolmistress, 129
Holt, Cicero, physician, 151
Home guard, organized, 45-46, 16064
Homespun, preferred to "Northern
Finery," 13
Hope well Presbytery, 140
Horse, supply, 91-92, 114; seizing by
Confederate Army, 166
Hospitals, military, 57; in Atlanta,
62; food production, 91; in Uni
versity buildings, 123, 155-56
Hotels, 12, 153-54
Household implements, 107
Housing, for refugees, 154
Houston, Sam, for president in 1860,
15
Howard, Rev. Charles W., 6, 59
Hoyt, Rev. Nathan, 5, 139-40
Huger, Benjamin, ordnance inspec
tor, 97
Huger, Lt. William E., adjutant
Athens post, 165
Hughes, Richard, 72-year-old volun
teer, 40-41
Hull, Asbury, 115, 150
Hull, Mrs. Georgia, 150
Hull, Henry, 115
Hull, Henry, Jr., 115
Hull, William H., conscription of
ficer, 44
Impressment of Negroes, 159
Income tax, reaction to, 66
Industrial potential in Athens, 99100
Inferior Court, activity, 72
Inflation, 86, 108-09
Ink, manufactured in Athens, 106
Insurance companies, 115
Iron, production, 104-05, 109
Ivey, F. H., Baptist pastor, 134
Jackson, Congressman James, 16, 28
Jackson Street Cemetery, 5
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Jennings, Rev. L. R. L., Baptist
pastor, 5, 132-34
Johnson, John Calvin, Court clerk;
aids recruiting, 43; secures socks
for soldiers, 55-56; salt distribu
tion, 88
Johnson Guards, organized and
leaves for active duty, 43
Johnston, Richard M., resigns pro
fessorship, 120
July 4, celebrations, 16; not cele
brated, 148
Juvenile "military" units, 40
Kenney, I. M., secures socks for
soldiers, 55; merchant operations,
109, 114
Kentucky troops, well liked in
Athens, 167
Key, Rev. Joseph S., Methodist pas
tor, 5, 137, 158
King, Dr. William, in military serv
ice, 163
King, William, invents new type
ammunition, 95
Kitchen utensils, 107
Labor shortage, at Cook and Broth
er, 98, 99
Ladies Aid Society, 56-58, 61-63,
98-99
Ladies Gunboat Association, 59-60
Law School, of University, 6, 118;
suspended, 120
Lawyers, 11
Leather, manufacture, 105-06
Lectures, public, 147
Lee, Dr. Daniel, Terrell Professor
of Agriculture, 93
Lee©s surrender, news reaches
Athens, 176
Library, University, 118, 121
Licenses, sold by city government,
65-66
Lighting, for homes and stores, 10607
Lincoln, Abraham, election, 20-21
Linton, J. S., sells Athens Manufac
turing Company stock, 101
Lipscomb, Andrew A., University
chancellor, 6; at flag presentation,
33; bids troops farewell, 36, 43;
lectures for soldier benefit, 59;
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aids soldier transportion, 61;
chancellor of University, 118-24;
Methodist preacher, 138-39; and
soldier prayer meetings, 141-42;
opposes lynching, 158; enlists for
home defense, 162-63
Lipscomb, Sarah A., teaches at Lucy
Cobb, 128
Lipscomb Volunteers, local defense
unit, 162-63
Liquor, at 1860 election, 20; distilla
tion opposed, 86
Literary societies, at University, 11820
Living conditions, 5
Livingston, Capt. J., army quarter
master, 110, 165
Local defense, in 1864, 168-72
Local news, lack of, 148-49
Long, Crawford W., Athens physi
cian and druggist, 11, 151-52
Long, H. R. L., physician and drug
gist, 11, 151-52
Longstreet, A. B., preaches in
Athens, 137-38
Looms, manufactured in Athens, 102
Lowrance, Dr. H. A., dentist, 152,
163
Lubricating oil, 107
Lucy Cobb Institute, 7, 58-59, 12629
Lumpkin, Capt. E. P., and local de
fense, 161, 164, 169, 171-72
Lumpkin, Joseph H., aids sick sol
diers, 61
Lumpkin, Samuel P., captain of
Johnson Guards, 43
Lumpkin, Wilson, on slavery, 16;
favors secession, 28; Baptist leader,
132, 134; 153
Lumpkin House, 104, 153-54
Lumpkin Law School Cadets, 35, 38
Lynching, of Negro, 158
Madison Springs, 11
Magill, Col. W. J., commands
Athens post, 165-67; local defense
activities, 169-72
Mail service, 146-47
Manufacturing, 2, 95-108, 116
Market, regulations of, 69
Matches, 111
May Day, at Lucy Cobb, 128-29
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McAllister, J. I., manufactures soap,
106
McAllister, J. J. aid sick soldiers, 61
McCleskey, G. L., physician, 151
Meat supply, 69-70, 81, 91-92
Mell, Patrick H., organizes troops,
38; vice-chancellor of University,
120; Baptist leader, 134, 137;
local defense commander, 161-63,
169
Mell Rifles, 38-39
Menno, George, manufactures textile
machinery, 102
Merchandise available, 109-12
Merchants, 2, 107-14
Methodist Church, 5, 137-39
Methodist factory mission, 137
Methodist Negro mission, 137
Middleton, R. Izard, faculty Uni
versity High School, 124
Military, units raised, 34-46; Uni
versity students, 119
Military census, of Clarke County,
168
Military dress ball, for soldier bene
fit, 59
Militia companies, 3-4; elections,
1860, 33; activity, 44-45; and local
defense, 173
Mitchell, C. A., pastor Methodist
colored mission, 137
Mitchell, William L. at dedication
of University High School, 125;
clerk Presbyterian Session, 139;
at prayer meeting, 142
Mitchell Thnderbolts, 168, 173-74
Molsby, M. F., pastor Methodist
factory mission, 137-38
Moon, B. B., marshal, 64
Moore, Dr. R. D., physician, 52, 151
Morale and press, 146
Morgan, John H., soldiers, sewn for
in Athens, 57
Moss, R. L., buys Lumpkin House,
153-54
Muller, Madam, teaches at Lucy
Cobb, 126-27
Muller, Washington, principal at
Lucy Cobb, 126
Munitions, manufacture, 95-99
Museum, at University, 121
Music and Musical instruments, for
sale at bookstore, 113
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Music teachers, 8, 129-30
National Artillery, see Troup Ar
tillery
Negroes, give concert for soldier
benefit, 59; licensed to live off
lots, 66; celebrate over election
of Marshal Moon, 71-72; control
in Athens, 72; Baptist Church, 132,
134-35, 136; Episcopal work, 141;
effect of war on activities, 156-59;
as soldiers, opposition to, 157; test
freedom, 177
Newspapers, 8, 77, 88-90, 145-46
Newton, E. L., 115
Newton, John H., 114-15; relief ac
tivities, 150; in military service,
162-63; believes Confederate suc
cess doubtful, 163
Nicholson, John W., buys Franklin
House, 153-54
Nicholson, Reuben, fire department
engineer, 68; attaches bayonet to
shotgun, 95; superintendent of
Athens Steam Company, 103-04
Northeast Georgia troops, in Athens,
43
Oconee Cavalry, 35, 37
Oconee Hill Cemetery, 5
Paper, manufacture, 105; for sale,
113-14
Parks, H. H., Methodist pastor, 138
Parties and social life, 149
Pastor©s salary, Baptist trouble, 13334
Patillo, William P., pastor Methodist
Negro mission, 138
Penmanship, taught, 8
Phi Kappa Literary Society, 118
Phinizy, Ferdinand, 115, 150
Physicians, 11, 151-52
Piano tuning, 129-30
Pikes, arms of Habersham troops, 43
Pioneer Paper Mill, 105
Pitner, England, and Doyle, tanning
and shoe manufacture, 106
Plantation operation, David C. Bar
row, 92-93
Police, 64-65
Police court, 68
Poor relief, Athens city government,
68-69; collections, etc., 143-44, 14950
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Poor school fund, 130-31
Pork shortage, 84
Pottery, manufacture, 107
Prayer meeting, interdenominational,
139, 141-44
Presbyterian Church, 5, 139-40
Princeton Baptist Church, 132, 134
Princeton Factory, 100
Prisoners, Union, return to Athens,
175
Prisoners of war, in Athens, 164,
171-72
Provisions, embargo on, 70
Public entertainment, 10-11, 147-48
Public meeting, on election of 1860,
21-22; on state of affairs, Novem
ber 15, 1860, 23-24; January 8,
1861, 29-30
Raids, Yankee, rumors of, 160-65; in
North Georgia, 163-64; at Watkinsville, 169-70; repelled, 170-72;
rumors of, 172-73
Rains, G. W., reports on doublebarrelled cannon, 96-97
Rape, 158
Recruiting, for Athens units, 41-43,
167-68; final efforts, 174
Re-enlistment of troops, 42
Reese, Anderson W., correspondent
for Troup Artillery, 36-37
Reese, Sidney C., warden and intendant, 64
Refugees, in Athens, 154-56
Religion, overall effect of war on,
132, 144; interdenominational ac
tivities, 141-44
Religious life, of University students,
118, 138-39
Repeating rifle, invented, 95
Revival, Methodist, 137-38
Reynolds, Brig. Gen. A. W., Athens
district commander, 165; on sol
dier-civilian relations, 166-67; local
defense activities, 169-71, 174; at
raid of Confederate Commissary,
176
Rifle manufactured, in Walton
County, 95; by Cook and Brother,
97-99
Rock College, houses University
High School, 124
Rowland, Kate B. W., refugee, 156
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Royal, James M., buggy manufac
ture, 106
Rutherford, Mary Ann, studies un
der her father, 130
Rutherford, Prof. Williams, aids sol
dier transportation, 60; teaches his
daughter, 130; Baptist leader, 13336; on dancing, 135; on Lipscomb©s preaching, 138-39; sincere
Christian, 144
Salt, shortage and supply, 87-88
Sansom, James T., warden, 64
Saulter, R. R., livery stable keeper,
114
Schevenell and Wood, manufactures
textile machinery, 102
Schools, 7-8; private, 126-29
Scott, W. J., Methodist pastor, 13738
Scott, Gen. Winfield, burned in
effigy, 33
Scudder, A. M., school, 129
Scull Shoals Factory, 100
Secession, 22-32
Semmes, Commodore Raphael, in
Athens at end of war, 177
Sewing for soldiers, 56-57
Sharpsburg, casualties at, 49
Shear, William, Augusta merchant,
110
Sheep production, 91
Sherman©s campaign, 164
Gazetteer of
Adiel,
Sherwood,
Georgia, I
Shirley, William, deputy marshal, 64
Shoe, manufacture, 105-06; blacking,
107
Shortages of goods, 108-09, 111-12
Slavery, John Christy on, 15-16;
Wilson Lumpkin on, 16
Slaves, insurrection rumored, 21;
contribute to aid soldiers, 52-53;
impressed for local defense, 169
Sledge, James A., Banner editor, 14546
Smallpox, 151-52
Smith, George D., on troops leav
ing Athens, 36
Smith, J. M., furniture store, 108
Smith, R. M., physician, 114, 151
Smythe, George W., manufactures
ink, 106
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Snuff, use of, 153
Socks, for soldiers, 55-56, 109
Soldier-civilian relations, 166-67
Soldiers, aid to, 53-54, 58-59; aid to
families, 58; aided by textile fac
tories, 100; transportation to depot;
60; aid to traveling, 60-63; sick
and wounded, 61-63; stationed in
Athens, 166-67; in Athens, 172-75;
return to Athens after Appomattox, 176; see Troops
Southern Banner, 145-56; see News
papers
Southern convention, urged, 22
Southern Cultivator, agricultural in
formation in, 93
Southern Mutual Insurance Com
pany, 115
Southern Watchman, opposes se
cession, 24-29; general picture 14546; see Newspapers
Speed limit, ordinance, 69
State Bible Convention, meets in
Athens, 144
Stock feed, chopped by Cook and
Brother, 98
Stone, Ellison, D., operates wayside
home, 61
Street lighting, 67
Streight©s Raid, 160
Styles, James C., 6
Sugar, production, 90-91
Surveying, taught, 8
Synod of Georgia, meets in Athens,
140
Syrup, production, 90
Tailors, 103
Tanning, 104-06
Taylor, R. S., raises troops, 39-40;
Confederate tax collector, 78; and
local defense, 161
Taylor and Hoyt, closing business,
108
Teachers, certificates, 130; see
Schools and Education
Telegraph connection, 2
Texas cavalry, causes trouble, 166
Textile, manufactures, 2, 100-03
Thanksgiving for Confederate vic
tory, 143
Thievery, by Negroes, 157-58
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Thirtieth Georgia Battalion of
Cavalry, 164
Thomas, Paulina, secretary to Ladies
Aid Society, 56
Thomas, Stevens, 114-15
Thomas, Mrs. Stevens, manufactures
blacking, 107
Thomas, Judge Thomas W., rules
conscription unconstitutional, 44;
in military service, 163
Toilet articles, manufactured in
Athens, 106
Toombs, Robert, speaks, 20; cavalry
in Athens, 163
Town hall, 3
Town mule, 67
Transportation, for soldiers to depot,
60
Troops, leaving Athens, comment
by George D. Smith, 36; from
N E Georgia in Athens, 40; or
ganization and volunteering, 1862,
42-44; unit correspondents, 47; on
leave or furlough, 47; news about
in Athens, 47-48; casualty report
ing, 47-51; Roll of Honor to be
published, 52; aid to families and
troop units, 52-63; see Soldiers
Troup Artillery, ready to fight, 2932; flag presentation, 33; leaves
for active duty, 35-36; Anderson
W. Reese, correspondent, 36-37;
in Cobb©s Legion, 39; continual
recruiting for, 41-42; history of,
52; disbands, 176
Turner, W. S., pastor Methodist
colored mission, 137
U. S. Military post established in
Athens, 177-78
Union Home Guard, from Pickens
County, 173
Union Point, wayside home, 61
University of Georgia, and Athens,
1; 6-7, 117-24; buildings used as
123; commencement,
hospital,
1860, 6-7; 1861, 119; 1862, 120-21;
1863, 121-22; 1864, 123; conditions
in 1861, 118-19; in 1863-64, 12223; construction in 1860, 7; enroll
ment, 1862, 120; faculty salaries,
120, 122-23; gymnasium, 7; High
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School, 16, 57-58, 124-26; Law
School discontinued, 120; Old Col
lege used as wayside home, 61;
students leaving, 119; student
military company, 119; suspended
for rest of war, 122-23
Vegetables, production, 90-92
Vigilance committee, created in
1860, 21-22
Vincent, Capt. Isaac S., organizes
troops, 37-38; death, 48; 114
Volunteering, in Athens, 40-41; see
Recruiting
Von der Leith, E., tailor, 103
Walter, F. W., music teacher and
piano tuner, 129
Ware, Edward R., 115
Wash, W. D., death, 50; resigns
professorship, 120
Wayside home, at Union Point, 61;
in Athens, 61-62
Weather, 9-10, 82
Weaving, home, 101-03
Webster©s Elementary Speller, 113
Wevill, W. J., provost marshal
Athens post, 165
Whigs, 14-15
Whiskey, sale, 85; distillation, 91;
use, 153
White, William N., bookstore, 2, 81,
108, 112-13; sells garden seed, 81;
editor of Southern Cultivator, 93;
manufactures toilet water, 106
Witherspoon, Emily, girls© school,
129
Women©s home guard units, 45
Wray, Miss Emma C., at Lucy
Cobb, 127-28
Wright, A., Methodist pastor, 138
Wright, R. M., principal at Lucy
Cobb, 126
Wurm, Dr. F. A., aids soldiers, 5859; at Lucy Cobb, 127-28
Yancey, Benjamin C., aids soldier
transportation, 61
Yarborough, G. W., pastor Method
ist Negro mission, 137
Young, Andrew, local defense ac
tivity, 164, 168-71

Legend for Map of Confederate Athens
[Note: At this time many resi
dences occupied an entire block]
1. John Thomas Grant residence
2. Mrs. John (Penina) Thomas
residence
3. Joseph H. Lumpkin residence
4. T. R. R. Cobb residence
5. Law School
6. E. M. Smith and S. T. Potts,
residence and dressmakers
7. Camak residence
8. Botanical Garden [boundary
speculative]
9. Residence
10. Young L. G. Harris residence
11. Albon Chase residence
12. Dr. Malthus Ward residence
13. Mrs. Christopher C. Meeker
residence
14. Blanton Hill residence
15. Stevens Thomas residence
16. Ross Crane residence
17. Mandeville residence
18. Harden residence
19. Residence (later Presbyterian
Manse)
20. Vincent residence
21. Methodist Parsonage
22. Methodist Church
23. Town Hall and Market
24. Junius Hillyer residence
25. Office of the Southern Cultiva
tor
26. Episcopal Rectory
27. Asbury Hull residence
28. Thomas Wray residence
29. Goulding residence
30. A. M. Scudder residence and
school
31. Presbyterian Church
32. Residence (later Stern resi
dence-Regional library)
33. S. J. Mays residence (later
Gerdine)
34. Dougherty-Huggins residence
35. John H. Newton residence
36. Episcopal Church

37. Will Delony residence
38. In this block, north to south:
Talmadge & Winn, music,
jewelry
H. A. Lowrance and C. E.
Lancaster, dentists [over
Talmadge]
J. Spring & Simmons, dry
goods
B. W. Rumney, cloth, cloth
ing
Mrs. B. Myers, millinery,
fancy goods
T. H. Wilson and Brothers,
dry goods
The Newton House, hotel
White & Ritch, men©s cloth
ing [ground floor Newton
House]
College Campus:
39. Library building
40. Ivy building
41. Demosthenian Hall
42. Phi Kappa Hall
43. Chapel
44. New College
45. Old College
46. Philosophical Hall (now Waddell Hall)
47. The President©s House
48. Faculty houses
49. Dr. Henry C. Billups residence
50. Dr. Edward Ware residence
(now Lyndon House)
51. Residence (birthplace of Henry
W. Grady)
52. Dr. John S. Linton residence
53. Dr. Nathan Hoyt residence
54. Miss
Emily
Witherspoon©s
school
55. Col. L. H. Charbonnier resi
dence
56. The Athens Female Academy
(Mrs. Coley©s School)
57. Frierson residence
58. Col. Frank Hardeman (later
Brumby) residence

59.
60.
61.
62.
63.
64.
65.
66.
67.
68.
69.
70.
71.
72.
73.
74.
75.

76.
77.
78.
79.

J. M. Reaves residence
Dr. Henry Hull residence
Gas Works
Dr. W. A. Carlton residence
Mr. James Carlton residence
Dr. R. D. Moore residence
Baptist Church
The Lombard building
C. B. Lombard, dentist
N. W. Haudrup, shoe shop
Dr. Robert M. Smith, residence
and office
Joseph Patat, bakery
The State Bank
A. S. Clayton residence, and
residence and office of William
King, physician
P. A. Summey residence
A. K. Childs" residence
Athens Foundry and Machine
Works
Post Office
Upstairs: Charles Hughes, shoe
manufacture
William N. White, bookstore
Upstairs:
W. W. Lumpkin, attorney
A. A. Franklin Hill, at
torney
Pope Barrow, attorney
H. Gilleland, dentist
Benardo Arze, barber
A. S. and M. H. Mandeville,
clocks, guns
Crawford W. Long, drugs
James M. Royal, harness
Stores on this side of Broad

80.
81.

82.
83.
84.
85.
86.
87.
88.
89.
90.
91.

[locations somewhat specula
tive] :
R. L. Bloomfield, clothing
Orr and Langston, hats, shoes
A. M. Wyng, hardware,
crockery
Patman and Summey, hard
ware
Sansom and Pittard, liquors,
dry goods
Office of the Watchman
[upstairs]
Isaac M. Kenney, dry goods,
clothing
Sanders and Motes, art gal
lery [over Kenney]
The Bank of Athens
Stevens Thomas, dry goods
Stores on this side:
T. Bishop and Son, groceries,
hardware
F. W. Lucas, dry goods
James A. Carlton, dry goods
Moss and Newton, dry goods
Office of the Banner
Crawford and Stapler, dry
goods [under the Banner]
The Franklin House, hotel
Richard S. Schevenell, coach
works
Town Spring
James Fulton, boys© school
Thomas Bishop residence
Old Cemetery
Hodgson residence
The Athens Factory
Cook and Brother Armory
The Depot (on Carr©s Hill)

780820 334387"

